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She ſtrikes each point with native force of mind, 

While puzzled learning blunders far behind. 

Graceful to ſight, and elegant to thought, 

The great are vanquiſh'd, and the wiſe are taught. 

Her breeding finiſh'd, and her temper ſweet ; 

When ſerious, eaſy; and when gay, diſcreet ; 

In glitt'ring ſcenes o'er her own heart ſevere, 

In crowds collected, and in courts ſincere. . Vous. 
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To Madame de Grignan. 

Paris, Friday, December 10, 1688. 
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| NM 5 Cannot aste your 1. 
ters to-day, as they came ſo very late, and I anſwer 


two of a Monday. The Marquis is ſomewhat 

ruſtic, but not enough to render him ridiculous 3 

he will not have ſuch.a ſhape as his father, nor is 
Vor, IX. B 


p ⁵ ¼m Er Be = A 6 
- A 
. . . ts. ts Is 


2 ©. LeTTERS OF THE 


it to be imagined; in other reſpects he is very 
agreeable, anſwering pertinently every thing that 
is aſked him, and like a man of ſenſe who is will- 
ing to gain inſtruction at his country ſeat : all 
his diſcourſe is tinctured with ſuch modeſty and 
truth as charm us. M. Dupleſſis is very worthy 
of that eſteem you entertain for him, We eat all 
together very ſocially, amuſing ourſelves with the 
unjuſt proceedings we ſometimes undertake againſt 
one another; make yourſelf eaſy upon this ſcore, and 
think no more about them; let it be my part to bluſh 
at thinking that a perzt-king is a heavy burthen ; 
I own I am greatly aMicted at it, but we muſt ſub- 
mit to the great juſtice of paying our debts, which 
no one underſtands better than yourſelf; you have 
alſo goodneſs enough to believe that I am not na- 
turally avaricious, and that I have no deſign of 
amaſling any thing, When you are here, my dear 
Madam, you tutor your ſon ſo well, that I am 
compelled to admire you; but, in your abſence, I 
undertake to teach him the common rules of con- 
verſation which it is eſſential to know; there are 
ſome things abſolutely neceſſary to be known, It 
would be ridiculous to appear aſtoniſhed at certain 
pieces of news upon which we reaſon ; I am ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with theſe bagatelles. I al'o 
ſtrongly recommend to bim the attention neceſſary 
to be paid to the diſcourſe of others, and that pre- 
fence of mind by which we quickly comprehend 
and anſwer ; this is a very capital object in the 
intercourſe of the world, Cris to him prodigies 


of this kind, which Dangeau related to us the other 
day; he admires them, and I lay a great ſtreſs upon 
the agreeableneſs and even the utility of this kind 
of vivacity. Ina word, I obtain the Chevalier's 


approbation : we converſe together about pe, 
a ; | | an 
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and the misfortune of being aMiQed with weari- 


neſs and want of employment: we call this the la- 


z ineſs of the mind, which deprives us of reliſh- 
ing good books, and even romances; theſe mat- 
ters greatly intereſt us, and he frequently enters 
upon them. Little Auvergne“ is very fond of 
reading; he was never eafy when with the army, 
unleſs he had a book in his hand. God knows 
whether M. Dupleſſis and we can turn this fine 
and noble paſſion to any account; we are willing 


to believe the Marquis ſuſceptible of the beſt im- 


preſſions; we let nothing be neglected, that may, 


at leaſt, tend to inſpire him with ſo deſirable a 


taſte. The Chevalier is more uſeful to this little 


boy, than can be well imagined ; he is ever touch- 
ing the capital chords of honour. and reputation, 
and takes ſuch care of his affairs, as you cannot 
fail thanking him for : he engages in every thing, 
attends to the minutiæ, and is defirous that the 
Marquis ſhould regulate his own accounts, and 
make no ſuperfluous expences ; thus he endea- 
vours to give him a taſte for regularity and oeco- 
nomy, and to make him lay aſide that air of gran- 
eur which conſiders ſuch attention as mean, and 
which is the direct path to every kind of injuſtice, 
and at length the Alms-houſe: can there 
be any conſideration ſo ſtrong as that of train- 
ing your ſon in theſe principles ? For my part, I 
acknowledge I am charmed with it, and think 
this kind of education is far more noble than an 
other. The Chevalier is a little afflicted with the 
gout : he will go to-morrow if he can to Verſailles, 
and he will acquaint you with the ſituation of his' 


* Francis-Egen de la Tour, Prince of Auvergne, who quitted 
the French army in 1702, in which he ſerved in Germany, to 
enter into the Imperial ſervice. 
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affairs. You already know that you are Knight of 
the order, which is a very deſirable thing in the 
center of your province, and in actual ſervice; it 
will highly become M. de Grignan's fine figure: 
there will, however, be no one to diſpute it with 
bim in Provence, for he will not be envied by his 
uncle *, as this title does not go out of the family. 


| La Fayette is juſt gone from hence; 
he has been holding forth a full hour about one of 
the little Marquis's friends; he has related fo 
many ridiculous things of him, that the Chevalier 
thinks himſelf obliged to ſpeak about it to his fa- 
ther, who is his friend; he thanked La Fayette 
very obligingly for his intelligence, for in fact 
there is nothing of ſo much conſequence as being 
in good company, and it often happens that with- 
out being ridiculous, we are ridiculed by thoſe we 
are with : make yourſelf eaſy upon this head, the 
Chevalier will ſet matters right. I ſhall be very 
much chagrined, if he cannot preſent his nephew 
on Sunday; this ſame gout is a great drawback 
upon happineſs. With reſpect to Paulina, can 
you, my daughter, imagine that ſhe ſhould be 
perfect? She is not of an eaſy temper in her own 
apartment, there are many people much eſteemed 
and cheriſhed, who have the very ſame defect: 
kſuppoſe it would be eaſy for you to correct her of 
this fault ; but take particular care not to ſcold and 
zumiliate her. I am conſtantly intreated by all 
| 3 friends to preſent their reſpects and compli- 
ments to you: Madame de Lavardin called upon 
me-yeſterday to tell me ſhe eſteemed you too much 


i The Archbiſhop of Arles was commander of the Royal Or- 
ders of Knighthood. 1 | | , 
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ta pay you a compliment; but that ſhe embraced 
you, with all her heart, and the great Count de | 
Grignan: theſe were her e r 


I am going to acquaint you with F 
fact: Madame de Brinon, the very foul of St. Cyr, 


and the intimate friend of Madame de Mainterion, 
is no longer at St. Cyr; ſhe quitted that place four 
days ago: Madame de Han—, who loves her, 
brought her back to the Hotel de Guiſe, where ſhe 

fill remains. There does not ſeem to be any miſun- 
derſtanding between her and Madame Maintenon, 
for ſhe ſends every day to enquire after her health 
this the more increaſes our curioſity to know the ſub- 
jet of her diſgrace, Every body is whiſpering 
about it, without any one knowing more : if this 


affair ſhould be cleared up, I will acquaint you with 
the circumſtances. 


b G 
* L. * TER DCXXVIII. 


To the ſame, 


DLO 


Peri Monday, December 13, 2688, 


7 1434534 
21 1 T bought] could: never be pleaſed 
without Keing M. de Grignan on New-year's 
day; it is nevertheleſs certain that the Chevaliet᷑ 
and me are very eaſy about the King's permiſſion 
for not coming. You will do like other abſent 
people, and take your blue ribbon when you are 
bid; but I'believe you will be obliged to come 
here to complete the ceremony of Wine in 
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the courſe of next year; take the collar and oath, 
and thereby go through the whole inſtalment, to 
avoid reproach. Thus we reaſon, but it is only 
in perſpective, Your ſon was yeſterday at Ver- 
failles with M. Dupleſſis: it is a pity the Chevalier 
could not bring him here ; he is, however, pretty 
well in his chair, which I was obliged to keep yeſ- 
terday. Neither Turi, Amelot, Du Bellai, nor 
any other male creature tormented me; but on a2 
ſudden entered the Ducheſs of Elbeuf *, and her 
couſin Madame le Cogneux; I trembled leſt the 
Chevalier ſhould have been angry, but he was not 
fo in the leaſt: ſhe was ſo lively and clever for half 
an hour, that he was charmed with her. To re- 
turn to the little Marquis, think not that we were 
not affected to ſee this child return, without find- 
ing you at the ſame place where he left you ; I 
have not told you what I felt, and what I knew 
you ſuffered ; this I think, I was in the right not to 
dwell upon. If you had feen the violent contorfion 
ef his fword, and the weight of the piece of (hell that 
bent it upon his haunch, you would certainly think 
he was: very fortunate, and that providerice was 
pleaſed fo viſibly to interpoſe in his preſervation ; 

ou would adore that Omnipotent hand that ſo time- 
ly interpoſed for you and for us all ; fur we have 
indeed a very great affection for this little captain. 
Soleri had informed us that you had been employed 
about- his company ; but what you acquaint us 
with is ſtill more pleaſant and agreeable every time 
we read it: this diverſion has done you good. Be 
not in pain about your child's health; he has nei- 
ther been bled nor taken phyſic—nothing of all 


* Frances de Montault, daughter to Philip de Montault, Duke 
this 


of Navilles, Peer and Marſhal of France. . 
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this was neceſſary: he has a good appetite, ſleeps 


fuundly, has a regular pulſe, and is very vigorous 
even in fatigues; this is what the faculty might de- 


| Ptfive him of, were we to put him into their hands. 


As to Sanzei, he is returned, after being often in 
the trenches ; he did not confine himfelf to the 
meer rules of a muſqueteer ; he eat with Monſeig- 
neur, and why not? M. de Beauvillier did bim this 
pleaſure at laſt, that no conſequence might be 
drawn from it. Madame de Bagnols, who is quite 


pale and thin, gives us with a gentle langour often 


accompanied with tears, an account of the cruel 
and mortal diſorder of her friend, whom ſne ima- 
gines was killed by a phyſician. Madame de Cou- 
langes is pretty negligent, and very quiet. The 
Abbe Teétu is troubled with the vapours, which 
he communicates to all his friends ; his diſorder is 
occaſioned by the want of fleep, which ſurpaſſes 
all bounds. I go to the maſs of the community; 
the ladies of eleven o'clock have the penance to 
go through of hearing the Prior, who always con- 
tinues an hour; ad ſometimes go tothe Ducheſs 
of Lude's, who ſends you a thouſand kind compli- 
ments: ſend ſome anſwer that I can ſhew her. 
Madame de Saint Germain, Madame de Villais, 
Madame d'Elbeuf, beſides a thouſand others whom 


I forget, do the ſame. I refuſed going on Wedneſ- 


day to ſup with the Ducheſs of Villeroi, being 
willing to bid adieu to Soleri ; and on Thurſday f 
would not go to the Ducheſs du Lude's, becauſe it 
rained violently: on Friday I went with her to eat 
new laid eggs at Madame Coulanges. You ſee I 


acquaint you with all my little purſuits ;. I like vou 


ſhould know even theſe trifles, it in a manner brin 
us together, I often ſee the Chevalier; that 
B 4 cbam- 
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chamber * is very attracting; TI cannot ſay ſo much 
of Lameri, though we agree very well together, 
You. are very pleaſant about this coadjutor ; he has 
a gaiety about him that ſits very eaſy, and he 
ſeems to be attached to you as well as M. de Car- 
caſſonne —have they not indeed reaſon to love you 
pathonately ? what have you not done for them, 
for their name, for their family ? entirely yielded, 
devoted, and ruined, torn, from your family, ab- 
{ent from your mother—and wherefore?—becauſe 
you communicated ſome. of your ſentiments, I 
wear your livery, and you love me. | 


3 My God! my dear child, what 
fools your women are both alive and dead I that 
Interment + ſhocks me! what a profanarjon ! it 
ſmells of Paganiſm, It would make me ſhudder 
at the thoughts of dying in Provence; I wauld, at 
leaſt, be aſſured that the milliner and plumber were 
not ſent for at the ſame time. Yes, truly - but-no 
More of this. 


5 The affairs of England cannot be 

worſe, and your lady ſeems as if ſhe would not 
come into play in a hurry. I will ſend you the 
ſheet of the good Bigorre. Corbinelli is greatly 
elated with your civilities ; but do not kill yourſelf 
with anſwering him, for it would be too arduons_ 
a taſk, Reflect that I have only you, and this my 
only letter, pago lei, pago il menda. Madame de 
 Chaulnes deſires to be kindly remembered to you, 


* This was Madame Ge Grignan's chamber. 
IIe was the cuſtom in Provence to enter the dead with their 
Faces uncovered ; thoſe women who dreſſed their heads with rib- 


bons, preſerved them in their coffins, ; 


but 
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bit no compliments for reaſons that are too obvi- 

M. de Chaulnes writes very pleaſantly, he 
Kok eſcaped being drowned. in going from 
Breſt to Belleiſſe. He is at preſent at Rennes; I 
am always greatly obliged to him, ſaw Mademoi- 
elle w ith the Ducheſs de Leſdiguieres: the Princeſs 
lays, "hat ſhe will write to you : what the Duke 
7 is very right, particularly with regard to M. 

de Grignan. | 


T have had no news yet of Madame | 
de Brinon, unleſs it be, that the king has beſtowed 
a penſion of 2000 crowns a year upon her; it is faid 
_ that ſhe will be one of the ſiſters of the Convent 

of St, Anthony. She preached. very well you 
know. The good Gobelin “ is to ccc her, 
who, to fill ok places, will be obliged to preach 
all day long. Truly, this folly, with which you. 
acquaint me, of your preacher could never be be- 
lieved, though it has been reported'a lon while, 
The good papa Adam, and the cruel. mama 2 2 
aan aul 3 


Sq 


| You- ſhould. not be alhnttied of re- 
trenching the expences of your table, ſince the 
King, after the example of his great huntſman +, 
has retrenched thoſe of Marli; there is now no 
other than the ladies. Madame de Leuville the 
elder told me ſhe no longer gave ſuppers: in a 
word, we have many examples before us. 


The K. of E. is returned to 
London, abandoned by thoſe whom he thought 


* Confeſſgr of St. Cyr. 
"4 M. de la Rochefoucault, 
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the moſt faithfully attached to him : he was ſeized 
with a violent bleeding at the noſe : if he had went 
whither he had intended, he would have been 
delivered up to the Prince of Orange. 


He has been compelled to promiſe 
calling a free parliament next month, which it is - 
ſaid will be his certain ruin. His kinſman, the 
Prince of Denmark, and his other daughter “, 
who is a ſecond Tully, and whom I ſhal) call the 
Princeſs of Denmark, are gone to join that peſt 
the P. of O. It is ſaid that the little Prince + is 
not at Portſmouth, where he was ſuppoſed to be 
beſieged ; his flight will one day make an excel- 
lent romance. 11 is not doubted but the king his 
father will fly as well as him. Thus the Prince of 
Orange is, in all probability, maſter and protector, 
and perhaps, he will ſoon be worſe, unleſs a mira- 
cle takes place. Theſe are the reports at three 
o'clock, perhaps the Abbe Bigorre will know more 
at night. | | 


Ann Stuart, wife to Prince George of Denmark, Queen of 
England, after the death of William III. her brother-in-law. 
+ James Francis Edward, born June 20 of the ſame year, 
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LEECEEXENEXSEXEX EXELL 
LETTER DOXAIC. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, | December 1 5, 1688. 


| ERE.I am planted by my 
fire-ſide, with a little table before me, working 
| hard theſe two hours to finiſh my letters of buſineſs 
for Britanny ; a letter to my ſon, which I ſend 
back to M. de Chaulnes for news, as he is at Rennes; 
and now I am going to unbend my mind, and re- 
freſh my head with a letter to my dear child. It is 
abſolutely paſtime when I write to you, and the 
more ſo, as our little hero, who has no poetic vein, 
is returning from Verſailles, and will take up the 
pen when I deſire him, to relate his actions and 
the motions of the court, in the ſame manner as 


Fame has trumpeted forth thoſe of Philipſburg 
and Manheim. | 5 


| I much approve of the anſwer 

which you wiſh the Dauphin had made to M. de 
 Montauſier's letter: this would have been com- 
plete, and worthy of the hero. A medal is handed 
about with an inſcription of our enemies: it repre- 
ſents a young eagle armed with a thunder- bolt, and 
the legend is this line of Horace: 


Ch tonantem credidimus Fovem: 


With reſpe& to mourning for poor 
St. Aubin, I can add E to what you have 


ſaid 


| > Me k 6 4 $4 = Tags ® «& 
theuce I went to M. de Montautier's, where I 
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ſaid upon it, but your taking it in ſo diſtant a place, 


and where this poor lad was ſo little known. You 
are too good, and M. de Grignan too worthy : 
you will not fail to quit it at leaſt upon New-year's 
day ; the Princeſs de Conti does not mourn any 
longer for Madame de Sanzei; and M. de Ja 
Trouſſi does the ſame. I find that communions 


ate ſome what frequent in Provence; to my ſhame 


be it ſpoken; I have left the immaculate conception 
of the mother, in order to preſerve myſelf entire 


for the nativity of the ſon; it is true, we cannot 


prepare ourſelves too much for it. But here comes 


_ the Marquis, and J begin to fing 
J EDIT Y NE: 1 23- 3 , 


Es berog gug F attends, ne reviendra-teil-pas ? 
7 3 Where's my expected hero- will he not return? 


Here then de is with my pen in his hand. 


De Marquis DE GRIGNAN, 


I Tam, Madam, juſt returned from 
Yerfailtes, whither T' went on Sunday; I immedi- 
ately waited on the Marſhal de Lorges, to defire 
him to preſent me tothe King; which he promiſed, 
and appointed to meet me at the door of Madame 
de Maintenon's apartment, to ſalute him upon his 
return. I accordingly faluted him, he ſtopt, nod- 
ded his head, and ſmiled.” The next day I ſaluted 
the Dauphin, the Dauphineſs, Monſſeur, Madame, 


and the other Princes of the blood, in their reſ- 


pective apartments, and I every where met with a 
gracious reception... I dined. with Madame d' Ar- 

gnac, who paid me & thouſand civilities, and in- 
kay ©, me to pay her compliments toryou., From 


ſtaid 
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ſtaid till the play began. Andromecha was repre- 
ſented, and was quite a novelty to me; judge, 
Madam, of the pleaſure it gave me. At night I 
went to the ſupper, and the couchees; and the 
wy day, which was yeſterday, to the levees : 

aſſed the reſt of the day in the offices, and at 
Me Charpentier's ; I dined with M. de Montau- 


fier ; and after dinner I waited upon Madame 


d'Armagnac, and from thence to Sertorius ; and 
ſpent the remainder of the day as the preceding one. 
I was this morning at the levees ; after which, M. 

de la Trouſſe conducted me to M. de Lou- 
vois, who bid me have an eye to my company. 
Itold him it was complete; to which Madame de 
la Troufle added, it was a very fine one. Thus, 
Madam, have I given you an exact account of 
what paſſed at Verſailles. Permit me, in looking 
at your picture, to feelingly lament, that I cannot 
throw myſelf at the feet of the ht. kiſs her 
dear hands, and _ at her cheek. 


SEGTTEGTEDNSOETAGEES 
LE T TER DCXXX, 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Fridey, December 17, 168 * 


; Have been ever ſince morning 
about this * and I ſhall finiſh. it at night,, if 
the poſt-boy thinks proper to come in at a feaſon- 
able hour: in a word, I ſhaltimitate the Chevalier, 
We have a peculiar deſire of feeing' your anſwer 


concerning the blue ribbon, the ſurprize of which 


muft 
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muſt certainly be agreeable to you. We find there 
are none but you who upon this occaſion are diſ= 
tinguiſhed for the command of the provinces ; for 
the brother of a lady of honour at Menin, an am- 
baſſador, had pretenſions beyond you. The other 
commanders are warriors, and all others are quite 
forgotten. But, my dear lady, how diſtant we 
are from each other! a whole fortnight have we 
expected this anſwer. M. de Lamoignon is going 
ta paſs the holidays at Baville ; he carried me laſt 
night to ſup with him at the Chevalier's. M. de 
Amelot, who is returned from Portugal, is go- * 
ing into Switzerland, without having time to 
breathe ; Coulanges was there ; your health was 
drank all round, not without regietting your ab- 
ſence ; they are far from forgetting you here, even 
if I were not preſent. The Ducheſs of Lude is 
ſome what indiſpoſed; ſhe is troubled with a vomit- 
ing; ſhe keeps her chamber, and is inceſſantly 
ſpeaking of you. Madame de Coulanges, and the di- 
vines, are employed in diverting the Abbe de Tetu's 
vapours, which are very ſtrong, and deprive him of 
all fleep ; M. du Bois, who is a very ſkilful phyſi- 
cian, alſo preſcribes for the Abbe ; he returns you 
a thouſand kind thanks for your obliging remem- 
brance of him. I was yeſterday repaying in our 
neighbourhood the many viſits I had received upon 
the ſcore of your knighthood ; among others was 
M. de Richebourg, who adores you, and Madame 
de Maiſons, who is quite a Grignan. The Mar- 
quis had been with her, and had entertained her 


The Count de Grignan, Lieutenant - general in the govern- 
ment of Provence and the King's army, did not ſerve after the 
year 1670, except upon the frontiers, where he commanded in the 
abſence of M. de Vendome, 


very 
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very well; he is very polite, and I am ſorry you 
did not ſee him. Wes” 


The Chevalier is much embarraſſed 
with his elevated reputation; he is ſummoned as a 
witneſs of lives and manners, and his friends think. 
he honours them with his attention. He crawled 
eſterday to M. de Paris's, when he told him he 
bad made an effort to come before him, in order to 
diſabuſe the world concerning the falſe reports 
about M. de Beauvillier; he raiſed his hand, and 
ſeriouſly ſaid what he thought; but his hand could 
not wipe away his tears. He intends performing 
the like office on Sunday for M. de Dangeau. He 
will to-night acquaint you with all he has to do. I 
always recur to the maxim, whatever is good, is 
good ; according to this balance, no one loſes or 
ains : all people are made acquainted with them- 
elves, which does not a little embarraſs many. 
Songs and lampoons fly about in plenty, but I pay 
no attention to them; however, I muſt tell you 
what the Counteſs ſaid out loud at Mademoiſclle's 
the other day. 


* Le Roi, dont la bonté le met à mille tþreuves, 
Pour ſoulager les Chevaliers nouveaus 

En a diſpenſe vingt deporter des manteaux, 
Et trente de faire leurs preuves. 8 


This is all very well. Madame de 
Vaubecourt, like you, has triumphantly carried 
her cauſe. M. de Broglio has ſuperſeded la Trouſſe 
in the command of Languedoc; but it is expected 


The King, whoſe goodneſs expoſes him to a thouſand trials, 
to eaſe the new Knights, has granted a diſpenſation whereby 
twenty may lay aſide their cloaks, and thirty their proweſs, 


his 
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his predeceſſor will be better provided for: the 
expence he made in this province will not a little 
hurt his ſucceſſor, My dear, Iam relating to you 
trifles, I leave objects of importance to the Cheva- 
lier's pen. I am contented at being as ſenſibly af- 
fected as himſelf at every thing that relates to you, 
to diſcourſe with him in his chamber by his hre- 
ſide about you, to wiſh that your Avignon buſt- 
neſs may turn out well, and that your journey may 
be uſeful. Such a report was ſpread the day before 
yeſterday, juſt as I was concluding my letter, that, 
I could not tell you half what I had to ſay to you, 
and it is lueky that I love you three days ſucceſſively, 
in order to reſume the thread of my diſcourſe upon 
the ſame ſubject. 5 


The Duke de Coiſlin is come again 
to deſire the Chevalier to be a witneſs for him, 
and likewiſe the Biſhop of Orleans “: in a word, 
his approbation is a thing that mult be obtained at 
all events. It will not be ſurpriſing to ſee next 
month two knights of the blue ribbon fitting to- 
gether : ſuch rencounters will be very common. 
This is enough till night. You are not miſtaken 
with reſpe& to Sappho's + poetry, your taſte is juſt, 
and will always be ſo ; mine alſo muſt be very 

ſtrong to love and eſteem you as do. pw 


I am juſt returned from the city. 
T have been to thank Madame de, Meckelbourg 
for het civilities, and Madame d' Elbeuf for he 
viſit: you drew upon me theſe obligations. [ 


* Peter de Cambout de. Coiſlin, Biſhop of , Orleans, then firſt 
Almoner to the King, aſterwards Cardinal and great Almoner of 
Fronce.” N ba | 5 5 
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have no news. The affairs in England do not 
daily change their face, Your letters are not yet 
zrrived. As you find my affection for you does not 
vary between Wedneſday and Friday, neither does 
it between morning and night: ſo, my dear child, I 


am entirely your's, and I. conjure you conſtantly 
to love me as you do, 


| Ah !—here is your letter come of 
the 10th. I acknowledge I impatiently expected 
it, and was deſirous of knowing, if your joy and 
ſentiments kept pace with our's; I thank God, I 
find them exactly alike. Indeed, you ſhould be 
contented ; all the compliments that are paid you 
are of ſuch a kind, that they ſhould pleaſe and flat- 
ter you. Madame de — ſays, that ſhe 
loves you too well to ſay any thing in form. Ina 
word, all the world, whether ſpeaking or ſilent, 
are on your ſide. You are miſtaken if you think 
the promotion is laid aſide ; every thing is in as 
much agitation as ever, and Engliſh matters af- 
ford only alight diverſion ; the nearer the cere- 
mony approaches, the preparations are the ſtronger, 
M. de Charot arrived, and he was ordered to de- 
part twenty leagues from hence. All who com- 
mand in the provinces will not return: judge then 
if the moſt diſtant, and the only one in Provence 
will return; make yourſelf eaſy, the favour is com- 
plete. However tireſome my kinſman's compli- 
ments may be, I ſhould be very ſorry I aflure you to 
be in Britanny ; I have had too much pleaſure from 
all that I have heard and ſeen with reſpect to this 
buſineſs. I accept your compliments, my dear 
Counteſs, and you cannot be more interefted than 
myſelf. ; 1 


LETTER 
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LETTER DEXXXL. 
To the ſame. 
Paris, Monday, December 20, 1 68 8. 


1 S it poſſible, my deareſt, that I 
ſhould write well, I do it ſo faſt ; but ſince you 
are contented, Tae na more. You will, with 
a little patience, obtain all you deſire. M. de 

rignan will not come, and the King will give 
and ſend you the blue ribbon, with the croſs at the 
end. If the others abſent are created knights by 
an old knight, as it is. ſaid, the Archbiſhop ( 
Arles) will be requeſted to receive his dear nephew : 
if not, it will take place upon your firſt journey, 
and you will have the blue ribbon in the mean time, 
In a word, you will do like the reſt, and you will 
receive your inſtructions. 


Haw do you and Monſieur &Aix 
agree? He has beſtowed ſo many praiſes upon me, 
as you inform me, that I dare not tel] you, I 
wiſh he may not be diſpleaſed with you all. But 
you know in general, and the coadjutor alſo, how 
much the bickerings in the provinces are deteſted 
here: we call them prcking of lobflers. As to your 
child, the Chevalier endeavours to make him a 
man with a head, pointing out to him the great in- 
conveniences of being without ene. It will not be 
our fault, if he does not in your abſence learn all 


that he was ignorant of before ; yet he is not leſs 
kiſſed 


3 
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kiſſed and careſſed, his fate being to be completely 
beloved. I ſupped laſt night at the Ducheſs of 


Lude's, where I met Madame de Coulanges, the 


firſt preſident of the court of Aids, and the Mar- 
ſhal de Crequi's lady. This laſt, I muſt acknow- 


ledge, gave me pleaſure in telling me, after pay- 


ing you ſeveral compliments, that your fon had 
acquired great honour this campaign ; that ſhe 
knew it from a quarter that could not be ſuſpected; 
and that he had not only diſtinguiſhed himſelf for 
reſolution and coolneſs, but for wiſdom, having 
abſtained from certain too joyous parties, without 


pretending to be a Cato, or without mak- 


ing himſelf hated ; and that theſe were admirable 


dawnings; that ſhe rejoiced with you and me; 


theſe particular praiſes, ſupported by a perſon who 
is not addicted to flattery, appeared to me worthy 
of being communicated to you. 


A chapter of the widows was held 
yeſterday at Madame de Lavardin's, when Ma- 
dame de la Rochefoucault was admitted a member, 
as I have told you. It ſhould ſeem that we met 
only to talk of you, and celehrate you. You are 
acquainted with the ſolid manner of Madame de 
Lavardin. We joined iſſue upon the ſubject in de- 


bate, that every one ſhould keep bis place, the 


great without being degraded, and the others with- 
out being elevated. 


M. de Grignan is in the right to 
triumph upon the praiſes | have paid him on his 
ſon's firſt campaign. But yet he is not acquainted 
with all his full value---never was he more in the 
right; but why ſhould he imagine theſe eulogiums 
ironical ? what does he think me incapable of 

finding 
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finding every thing admirable that he thinks, as 
well as all that he has ever thought? I complain in 
turn, and till this quarrel can be ſettled, I embrace 
him with all my heart. This is what ſpoils him; for 
notwithſtanding ſo many ftorms and tempeſts, we 
love him Mill, . 


Madame de Broglio thinks of re- 
fiding with you, as ſhe is going into Languedoc. 
We are not yet acquainted with the deſtiny of 
La Trouſſe, but we have no uneaſineſs upon that 
ſcore ; he will be the prettieſt of all the knights ; 
I ſhall fee him at his houſe. If M. de Grignan 
had aſſiſted at the ceremony, I ſhould have withed' 
to have ſeen him, and been an eye-witneſs of 
his elegant appearance. | . 


| The King of England is conſtantly 
betrayed, even by his own officers; M. de Lau- 
ſun is the only perſon who has not deſerted him. 
A parliament will be convened, and it js hoped. 
that two thirds will oppoſe the Prince of Orange. 
The little Prince is ſafe between here and Portſ- 
mouth. What do you ſay to this Engliſty 
r cars 1 
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LETTER DCXXXIL 
To the ſame. 
Paris, nanu D 225 1688; 


My 7 girl, you have made 


ſo lively an impreflion upon our hearts, and all our 
thoughts and actions ſo conſtantly turn upon you, 
and as you ſaid, we are ſo aflembled in your name, 
that we can no longer ſupport the abſence of. the 
dear Counteſs whom we ſo paſſionately love: I 
ſpeak as a community ; for your child is ſenſible ob 
the eſtrangement, and the misfortune of not ſeeing 
you. I inceſſantly tell him to avail himſelf of the 
ſolid happineſs of having an uncle like the Cheva- 
lier; we have very uſeful converſations with him, 
When he ſometimes becomes abſent, or he puts 
queſtions out of place, it reminds me of the 
cat metamorphoſed into a woman: ſhe crept away: 
when ſhe ſaw a mouſe; ſo the Marquis, who is a 
man, in ſome unguarded moments ſhews he is a 
child, and he ſhould really now enter at the 
academy ; examine his conduct, and you muſt own 
he is very pretty, and very much altered. Iem- 
brace him very often, and *1ake you the pretence; 
for I ſometimes unexpectedly ſeize him, and ex- 
plain to him the cauſe, Madame de la Fayette, to 
whom your uncle introduced him, is much de- 
lighted with him. [I ſhall carry him to Madame 


de Lavardin 5, who, en exceſſive eſteem, will 
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not pay you any compliments; thoſe who com- 
pliment you, love you too; all is right. 


You will have your inſtructions 
with the ribbon and the croſs like the others : you 
will be all treated the ſame, whether a knight in- 
veſts with the order, or you are allowed to wear it 
before your reception; only have alittle patience. 
The miniſter's letter is not to be conſidered as 
leave: in a word, we ſhould be ſorry to ſee M. de 
Grignan in the preſent ſituation of affairs; for 
every thing is in ſuch confuſion with reſpect to 
England, that each one keeps his poſt. The inter- 
ruption our correſpondence has met with, has pre- 
vented your taking immediately a 7 reſolution. 
Your prelates have deſerted you: I equally admire 
thoſe who build, and thoſe who do not complete 
their building; the latter are indeed more inſup- 
portable not to finiſh what they had begun, and 
leave every thing in diforder at your caſtle. This 
deprives us of patience, and gives us the gout ; but 
this gout is not very conſiderable nor very painful; 
but it is an impertinence and weakneſs that pre- 
vent our going to Verſailles as much as if it were 
more' conſiderable. We ſend you ſome verſes of 
Madame Deſhoulieres, which you will like, 


* | Sanzei goes ſometimes to Verſailles, 
and he eats at Madame de Coulanges; for inſtead 
of your good table, at which we were fo well fed, 
we have nothing but a few crumbs put together : 
he will have a lieutenancy of dragoons; he has 
been in the trenches like the reſt, and he is con- 
tented. But without flattery, the fairies have 
every where whiſpered about the Marquis's cam- 
paign ; he pleaſed every body, as well by his intre- 
| pidity 
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pidity in danger, as by his gaiety and ſenſible 
conduct; and opinions are unanimous upon this 
ſubject. This contulion was the laſt gift of the 
fairy, for it has given a finiſhing ſtroke to the whole; 
and may properly be called the bird, or the ſtag's 
foot. M. d'Avaux muſt be arrived. The Abbe 
Guenegaud wept for Madame de Memes, before he 
began to ſtammer. Madame de St. Geran is 
brought to bed of a little girl; this was not worth 
the. trouble. 1 5 


LETTER DCXxXXIII. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, December 24, 1688. 


| | HE Marquis was all alone 
at Verſailles, where he behaved very well; he 
dined with M. de Maine at M. de Montauſier's; 
he ſupped at Madame d'Armagnac's; and pays his 
court at the levees and all the couchees. Monſeigneur 
ordered him the wax candleſtick ; in a word, he is 


ſtarted into the world, and he does very well. He 


is in faſhion, and never had any one ſuch a lucky 
beginning, nor fo good a character, for I ſhould 
never end, were I to tell you of all who ſpeak well 
of him. I am inconſolable to think you have not 
the pleaſure of ſeeing and embracing him, as I do. 
every day. 


But ſhould it not ſeem, that whilſt 


MN am talking to you with ſo much es 
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have nothing to communicate; liften, liſten, to a 
piece of news that is ſcarce worth relating. The 
Queen of England, and the Prince of Wales, with 
his nurſe and a fingle rocker, are expected here to- 


morrow. The King has ſent them his coaches 


upon the road-to Calais, where the Queen arrived 
Thurſday laſt the 21ſt inſtant, accompanied by M. 
de Lauſun. M. Courtin, who is juſt returned from 
Verſailles, gave us the following account yeſterday 
at Madame de la Fayette's. You know that M. 
de Lauſun reſolved about ſix weeks ago to go over 
to England ; he could not better employ his leiſure 
time, and he did not deſert the K. of E. whilſt 
every one elſe betrayed or abandoned him. In fine, 
on Sunday laſt, the 18th of this month, the King 
who had taken his reſolution, lay with the Queen, 
ordered away all thoſe who ſtill ſerve him, and in 
an hour's time aroſe to order a valet de chambre, 
to introduce a man whom he would find at the 
door. of the anti-chamber ; this: was M. de Lau- 


ſun, The King told him, I intruſt you with the 


Queen and my fon, you muſt riſk every thing, 
and endeavour to conduct them to France. M. de 
Lauſun thanked him, as you may believe; but he 
deſired to have with him a gentleman of Avignon, 
named St. Victor, known to have a great ſhare of 
courage and merit. St. Victor took the little 
Prince under his cloak; he was ſaid to be at Portſ- 
mouth whilſt he lay concealed in the palace. M. 
de Lauſun preſented his hand to the Queen; you 
may image to yourſelf the leave ſhe took of the 


by 
ou, and took a hackney coach. They then ſailed 


q 


tempeſtuous, and without ſhelter. In fine, — 


King; they then went into the ſtreet accompanied 
the two women, whom I have mentioned to 


own the river in a little boat, whilſt it was very 
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mouth of the river they went on board a yacht, 


M. de Lauſun going up to the maſter with 


the deſign, had he been a traitor, of throwing him 
into the ſea. But as he imagined he had only com- 
mon people aboard, as it moſt frequently happened, 
he thought of nothing but ſailing through about fifty 
Dutch ſhips, who even did not perceive this little 
bark; and thus protected by heaven, and ſheltered 
from the threatened danger, ſhe landed ſafely at 
Calais, where M. de Charot received the Queen 
with all the reſpet you can imagine. The cou. 
rier, who brought the news yeſterday at noon to 
the King, related all the particulars ; and at the 
ſame time orders were ſent to diſpatch the King's 
coaches to meet this Queen, and conduct her to 
St. Vincennes, which is furniſhing for her. It is 


ſaid the King will join her upon the road. Here 


. is the firſt volume of the romance, the ſequel of 
which you ſhall have immediately. We have juſt 
been aſſured, that to complete the ſplendour of the 
adventure, M. de Lauſun, after having put the 
Queen and Prince ſafely into the hands of M. de 
Charòt, propoſed returning to England with St. 
Victor, to ſhare with the King his cruel and ſhock- 
ing fate, I admire the intervention of M. Lau- 
=_=_ ſtars, which are willing to render his name 

ill more brilliant, at the very time it ſeems ſunk 
in oblivion, He carried - 20,000 Pa- to the 
King of England. Indeed, my git}, this is a very 
noble and gallant action 4 and what campleats it, 
is his returning to a country, where, according to 
all appearances, he muſt periſh, either with the 
— or by the rage in which he has throwa the 


them, I leave you to ruminate upon this romanee, 
Vor. IX. 5 and 
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e by the laſt ſtroke he bas played upon 
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and embrace you with a kind of friendſhip that is 
not common. 5 "a 
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LETTER DCxxxiv. 
To the ſame. 5 
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| O you know that your little 
eaptain is on the road to Chalons, to view that 
fine company you have raiſed for him? He fat out 
en Chriſtmas-day to lie at Claie, and in his way 
to pay his devoirs at Livri ; he will return on Sun- 
day. The Chevalier has laid out all his time; 
M. du Pleffis is with him, ever happy at the 
marks of your efteem and confidence : you may 
be perſuaded that he is entirely devoted to you and 
our ſon, and that will be ſo as much as you deſire, 
ſeems to me, with his fierce cocked hat and his 
black cravat, like the marſhal who turned painter 
through love ; and indeed it was his love for your 
family that made him turn warrior ; in fine, he has 
courage, boldnefs, and every virtue that can ef- 
fe& your-pleaſure, So much for the chapter upon 
M. du Pleſſis; now for the Marquis ; you think 
he is fat, but you are miſtaken ; on the contrary, 
the lower part of his waſte is more ſlender than it 
was, he is grown, but do you think people can 
w much in two months and a half? So many 
things, my dear child, have occurred within theſe 
three- months, that they appear like three years. 
In a word, the time does not glide, as. when we 
were 
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were together. Soleri has given you an account 
of our ſociety, which ſubfiits only in you and for 


you; for you are our true link ; and that pretty 


picture---but he never ſays a word which tires us: 
you are much bandſomer than him, without flat- 
tery. I ſhewed the Ducheſs of Lude this morn- 
ing your page of writing, with which ſhe is very 
well contented ; ſhe was deſerving of .this for the 
friendly teſtimonies ſhe every day gives for you. 


After maſs, ſhe carried me with Alliot to the Ab- 


be Tetu's; this Abbe never ſleeps; he is, indeed, 
very ill; his diſorder is more than common vapours, 
and one cannot look at him without pity : Madame 
de Coulanges and all his friends are very careful of 


| | Nothing is talked of but the Queen 
of England ; ſhe has deſired to breathe a little ar 
Boulogne, till ſhe receives news from the King her 
huſband, who has eſcaped from England, without 


any one knowing where he is. The King has 


ſent this Queen three coaches with ten horſes, 
litters, pages, footmen, guards, lieutenants, and 
officers, You will find all this in good Bigorre's 


letter. M. de Lauſun ought to be very well fatis- 


fed with this adventure; he has diſplayed ſenſe, 


judgment, conduct, and courage; and has at 


length found the road to Verſailles through St. 
James's ; this was a diſcovery for him alone to 
make. The Princeſs is quite happy to think that 


the King is ſatisfied at his conduct, and that they 
will ſee him return to court. 7 . 6x: 64 e 


The Chevalier converſes with me 
upon the ſubject you wrote to him about; ILima- 


gine you chuſe it ſhould be ſo, as you knew what 
NY C 2 


confidence 
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confidence is in friendſhip. M. Coignet took it 
into his head the other day to marry your ſon with 
little Lamoignon, to whom M. Volſin is to give 
100,000 crowns, till he gets for ſomething better ; 
the knight is fond of this thought. M. de Mire- 
poix is to wed the daughter of the Ducheſs de la 
Ferte with 50,000 little crowns ill paid; this mar- 
riage was brought about nobody knows how. Ma- 
dame de Mirepoix gives her ſon, who-is a great 
match, to the moſt indifferent girl at court. I 
want to know what Madame de Pui-du-fou ſays 
upon this head. | 


| The ceremony (of the knights) is 
to be performed without ceremony at Verſailles in 
the chapel. It is to begin on Friday at veſpers, 
and is to continue on New-years day in the morn- 
ing, and the remainder at veſpers. The King has 
diſpenſed with the obligation of communing at 
the ceremony; his Majeſty will not wear his great 
cloak, he will have nothing but the collar : cloaks 
are lent, ſo that it is plain they are not abſolutely 
neceſſary. The King is very well pleaſed with the 
manner in which M. de Monaco“ received the 
order, he has ſaid it publickly, which embatraſſes 
thoſe who have refuſed it. It is very probable that 
the ſame courier who carries the ribbon to Mona- 
co, will carry it to M. de Grignan. It ſeems to 
me to reſemble our behaviour to a dog, whom we 
ftroke and make much. of, and preſently kick. 
The compariſon is rich, but I am afraid it will 
bring me on a quarrel with a punQilious genius; 
he will ſay, I treat him like a dog: adieu, my dear- 


® He conſented to take rank as Duke of Valentinois, and not 
as Prince of Monaco. | 
eſt 
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eſt and moſt amiable girl---I have a hundred things 
ftill co fay to o you; but they would overwhelm 
you. 

$90000000000000900009 
1. ET TE R DCXXXV. 


To the ſame. 
ain, Deconter 2 29, 1688. 


4 HIS then is the dreadful 
Wedneſday, when you deſired me to neglect 


my dear girl; but all the conſolation I receive 


after my fatigue, i is to write and talk with her a lit- 
tle. I ſufficrently remember Provence. and Aix, 
and I know very well the cauſe you have to com- 
plain of the election of the conſuls, which took 
place on St. Andrew's day, and approve very much 
of your having it annulled by the parliament. 

have ſeen father Gaillard, who is very well pleaſed; 
he will ſpeak to M. de Croifli, and a” transfer the - 
whole buſineſs to M. de Grignan. A juſter re- 


venge could not take place, nor by a method that 


can more effectually cure and correct him of the 


fancy to diſpleaſe you. I compliment M. Gaillard 


upon it; I am really flattered at the thoughts of 
holding a ſeat in ſo good a head; I ſhall never forget 


his looks fo full of fire and wit. Do you not ſome- 
times confer with him? 


I comprehend this two months 
work that you have this winter to perform at Aix; 
it appears great and difficult at the firſt ſight : but 

C FT when 


ſubject, and afterwards paid you a thouſand friendly 
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when you are accuſtomed to buſineſs, being 
every day overwhelmed with duty and  writ- 


Ing, you will find the days, notwithſtanding their 


fatigue and irkſomeneſs, to glide away. I have 


paſſed ſome very tireſome ones, without the courſe 


of time being ſtopt : the truth is, that at the expi- 


ration of three mouths, one would imagine it to 
be five years ſince our ſeparation. If you will be- 


lieve me, you may remain very well at Aix till af- 
ter Eafter ; Lent is not ſo rigid there as at Grignan. 
The north wind of Grignan, which makes you 


ſwallow the duft of all your prelates, gives me the 
ſtomach- ach for e and ſeems to be a little camp 
of Maintenon. You may make what uſe you pleaſe 
of theſe reflections; as to me, there is nothing I 


fo much wiſh for, as to labour with my dear girl, 
And complete my life in loving her, and receiving 


the tender and pious marks of her friendſhip; for 
you ſeem to me pious Aneas in the ſhape of a 
woman. 74% ble 


J have ſeen Sanzei, and embraced 
him for you; he threw himſelf upon his knees, and 
kiſſed my feet; I acquaint you with his extrava- 
gance, as I'would Don Quixote's; he is no longer a 
muſqueteer; he is a lieutenant of dragoons; he has 
ſpoken to the King, who told him, that if he would 
ſerve with application, care would be taken of 
him. In ſuch a ſituation raillery muſt be laid 
aſide. You will not believe how the mgenuous 
character, which made us laugh, is neceſſary to 
your fon, and how much it contributes to his ro- 
putation; in a word, he is in vogue, and it is the 
faſhion to ſpeak well of him. 3 de Ver- 
neuil, who is returned, began yeſterday upon this 


compliments, 
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compliments. I believe that Madame de Coiſſin“ 
will, at length, be Madame d'Enrichemont. 3 


Madame de Coulanges, whom I 
ſaw this morning at La Bagnol's, told me that ſhe 
had received your anſwer, and that ſhe would ſhew 
it me to-night at the Abbe Tetu's. Now you are 
freed from this anſwer ; but you make my fituation 
very lamentable thus to reply ſingly to a hundred 
rſons who have written to you : this is a cruel 
Faſhion in France. But what ſhall I ſay to you of 
England, where the faſhions and manners ate ſtill 
more terrible? M. de Lamoignon has informed the 
Chevalier, that the King of England was arrived 
at Boulogne; another ſays at Breſt ; a third, that 
he has been ftopt in England ; and a fourth that he 
was loſt in the late dreadful ftorm at ſea : here is 
choice of intelligence. It is now ſeven o'clock, 
and the Chevalier will not tloſt his packet till the 
polite hour of eleven; if he knows any thing more 
to be depended upon, he will acquaint you with it. 
It is very certain that the Queen will not quit 
Boulogne, till ſhe receives ſome news from her 
huſband; ſhe weeps and prays inceſſantly. The 
King was yeſterday very uneaſy for his Britannic 
Majeſty. Here is a wide field before us, and we 
are very attentive to the gods decree oy 


; Et zous voulons apprendre 
Ce quils ont ordonnò du beaupere & du gendre. 


— and e eager to know how they have dif. 
poſed of the father-in-law and bis ſon. 


„ Magdelan Aimande du Cambout, married the Toth of Au- 
guſt following to Maximilian de Bethune, Duke of Sulli, and 
Prince d'Eorichemont, © 1 
4 I now 
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I now reſume my letter, being returned 
from the Chevalier's apartment. Never was there 
known ſuch a day as this; four different reports 
are ſpread ny x” K. of E. and all from 


authentic quarters, He is at Calais, he is at Bou- 
logne, he is ſtopt in England, he is caſt away; 
nay, according te a fifth, he is at Breſt; and all 
the rumours are ſo blended, that there is no know- 
ing what to think. M. Courtin relates one ac- 
count, M. de Rheims another, and M. de Lamoig- 


non a third. The footmen are inceſſantly going 


and coming : I muſt therefore take my leave of 
my dear girl, without being able to tel] her any 
thing poſitive, unleſs it be that I love her as her 
heart deſerves, and my inclination prompts me; 
and in this career I always give a full looſe to the 


reins of affection. 


eee. dende 
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To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, December 31, 1688. 


25 E R torner dunque al noſtro pro- 
Pofito, I muſt tell you, daughter, that all the un- 
certainties propagated the day before yeſterday, and 
which ſeemed to be aſcertained by the aſſurances. 
which M. de Lamoignon gave us that the K. of E. 
was at Calais, are now changed into as great cer- 
tainties, that he is ſtopt in England ; and if this 
ill fortune has not awaited him, he has periſhed ; 


or he was to have made his eſcape, and embarked 
a * a few 
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a few hours after the Queen : ſo, that though we 
have no certain ee 

there is not a ſingle perſon 
dit it. This is the ſituation of every one; and as 
we are now upon the point of cloſing this year, 


and entering upon that of 89, ſo big with predic- 


tions and great events, none Will take place but 
what are agreeable to the order of Providence, as 
well as all our actions, and all our journeys. We 


muſt ſubmit to every thing, and look into futurity, 


which is going a great way. X 


| This, in the mean while, Count, 
is addreſſed to you ; yeſterday the knights of St. 
Michael went through the ceremony with ſeveral 
of thoſe of the order of the Holy Ghoſt at the hour 
I mentioned to you after veſpers, and to-morrow 
the reſt will do the ſame. The Chevalier will ac- 
guaint you with the ſubſtitution for the abſentees. 
You muſt make your profeſſion of faith, and your 
information of life and manners. This you will 
be acquainted with, in which you are not ſingular; 
and in the mean time all is right. Yeſterday M. 
de Chevreuſe, of the order of St. Michael, paſſed 
before M. de la Rochefoucault, who ſaid to him, 
Sir, you paſs before me, which you ſhould not do. M. 
de Chevreuſe replied to him, Sir, 4. ought, for T 
am Duke de Luines. Oh, Sir, rejoined the other, 
in that . you are right. The Gazette will, 
my dear Count, acquaint you, that M. de Lu- 


ines has given this duchy to his ſon, with the 
King's permiſſion ; and M. de Chevreuſe, who will 


henceforward be called M. de Luines, has given 
the duchy of Chevreuſe to his ſon, who will be 
ſtiled the Duke de Montfort. Your ſon has fo m 
high titled comrades. It is ſaid that ſome troo 

| C 5 are 


ce of his being ſtopt, 
who does not now cre- 
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are to be ſent into Britanny with M. de Momont, 
field-marſhal, to be under the command of M. de 
Chaulnes; there will be encampments in all the 
Provinces. You need only refer to the map, to 
judge whether we have occaſion to be on our guard 
on all ſides: caſt your eyes a little all over Europe. 
Madame de Barillon is in great pain for her huſ- 
band; but it is ſaid at random, for no letters arrive, 
that he is in fafety, though the chapel of the 
K. of E. has been pulled down, as likewiſe that 
belonging to the ambafiador's houſehold ; this 
will all be ſoon cleared up; but who am] ſpeak- 
ing to? is it till this Count? My dear child, your 
mamma, Who ſwore ſhe would not touch a card 
till the K. of E. had won a battle, will not proba- 
bly, poor woman, play for a long time. The Prince 
of Orange is kept in London—this point I always 
recur to, which is the laſt in all companies, for 
every one conſiders this great affair as his particular 
buſineſs. The Queen is conſtantly in a convent 
at Boulogne, ever in tears at the abſcace of her 
huſband, whom ſhe paſſionately loves. 


; 5 Madame de Brinon is quite forgot- 
ten. A new comedy is ſaid to be in rehearſal, 
which is to be repreſented at St. Cyr, and is called 
Efther. The carnival does not ſeemas if it would 
be very brilliant. My ſon's letters are conſtantly 
filled with the moſt tender ſentiments for you and 
M. de Grignan. We expect your letters, but 
probably ſhall not anſwer them till Monday. The 
Chevalier and 1 have very long dialogues about you; 
he is pretty well, and when your ſon returns from 
Chalons, he propoſes to conduct him to Verſailles. 
The good Corbinelli exhauſts his rhetoric upon 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, and at the ſame 


time 
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time adores you. Adieu, thou moſt amiable girl; 
I-embrace you a thouſand times, and wiſh you a 


happy year in that of 89. 


9 44:3. 5.08 an upon the point of enquiring 
of you concerning Madame d'Oppede, and I find 
you anticipate my curioſity ; 1 imagine ſhe proves 


an agreeable companion for you, and perhaps the 


only one you have. As to M. d' Aix, I acknow- 
ledge I would not give credit to what the Proven- 


cals ſay with regard to him; I recolleQ that they 
are made up of nothing but goſſiping, which con- 


ſtitutes their whole buſineſs. Neither muſt M. 


d'Aix be too implicitly believed : and yet how can. 
we think that a man, who has been his whole life 


a courtier, and who ſwears by every thing ſacred, 
that he cares not for the intrigues. of conſuls, 
would diſhonour himſelf before God and man by 


perjury ? But you are the propereſt perſon to judge, 


being upon the ſpot. | 


DTT” Your brother knights went through 
the ceremony at Verſailles on New-year's day. 
Coulanges is returned, he gives you a thouſand 
thanks for your pretty anſwer. I admire every 
thought that flows from your pen, they are ſo juſt 


and fo happily turned. He told me that they began 
on the Friday, as I informed you; the farſt were 


profeſſors with their. brilliant habits and collars. 
Saturday was fixed for the two marſhals of France, 


when the marſhal de Bellfond was completely ridi- 


eulous, as through modeſty, and to avoid parade, 
he had omitted giving his pages ribbons to their 
breeches knees, whereby they appeared quite naked. 
The whole troop was very magnificent; M. de la 
Trouſſi was ths belt dt, but by ſome e 
a 1s 
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bis wig was diſcommoded, and turned almoſt- 
round, ſo that one ſide of his head was naked; he 
kept tugging, without being able to remove the- 
inconvenience, which did not a little diſcon- 
cert him. Upon the ſame line M. de Mont- 
chievreuil and M. de Villars were fo com 
pletely entangled together with ſwords, ribbons, 
| lace, and ſpangles, that it was not in the power of: 
man to ſeparate them ; and the more they were- 
handled, the more interwoven they became. At 
length, the whole ceremony, the bows, and ma- 
nege being all at a ſtand, it was neceſlary that 
force ſhould do what art had in vain effayed, and 
the ſtrongeſt carried it. But what entirely iater- 
Tupted the gravity of the ceremony, was the negli- 
gence of good M. de Hoequincourt, who was: 
dreſſed in the manner ef the Provencals and the 
Bretons ; his pages breeches fitted them ftill leſs 
than thoſe they uſually wear, and his ſhirt would: 
not beconfined to his own, in ſpite of all he could 
do ;. for knowing its ſituation, he was continually 
endeavouring to adjuſt it properly, but without any 
kind of ſucceſs; in ſhort, it was ſoridiculous, that 
the Daugttſeſs could not refrain from burſting out 
| into a lo laugh. The King's Majeſty was even 
melined to be moved, and in all the archives of the 
order, no precedent of ſuch an adventure can be 
found; in a word, he was completely ridiculous. 
It is certain, that if my ſon-in-law had been a party: 
concerned in this ceremony, I ſhould have been 
preſent; there were many vacant places, every one 
thinking they ſhould be ftifled; which was the caſe- 
at the carouſal. The next day the court was daz- 
zled with blue ribbons ;- the young ones with fine 
ſhapes wear them over their coats, the others un- 
_ eergeath. You would have had your NR 

# - 
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kaſt with reſpect to ſhape. I am told that the ab- 


ſent knights will be inſtructed to wear the ribbon 
the King ſends them with the croſs. This advice 


the Chevalier is to communicate to you. So, much 


4 


for the chapter of blue ribbons. 


The King of England was taken, 


it is ſaid, in a hunting dreſs, endeavouring to 


make his eſcape. He is at Whitehall with his 
captain of the guards, bis guards, and the lords at 
his levee; but this is kept very ſecret, The Prince 
of Orange is at St, James's,, which is on the other 
fide the park. The parliament is to be aſſembled: 
God preſerve this bark. The Queen of England 
will be here on Wedneſday ;. ſhe comes to St. Ger- 
mains to be near the King and his bounty. 


The Abbe Tetu is ever deſerving 


of compaſſion z opium has frequently no effect _ 
upon him; and when he dozes a little he is quite 


overwhelmed, becauſe the doſe is doubled. I 
2 your compliments to every one you deſire 

uld receive them. Fhe widows are your own 
on earth and in the third heaven. I was on New- 
year's day at Madame Croiſet's; I there met with 
Rabantel, who mentions your ſon to great advan- 
tage, and without any compliment ; he ſpeaks of 
bis growing reputation, and his good diſpoſition, 


and alfo his proweſs at Philipſburgh. It is ſaid 


that M. de Lauſun was three quarters of an hour 
with the King ; if this continues, you may eafily 
guels who will be glad to ſee him again. 
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LETTER DCXXXVIL | 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Manday, January 3, 1 689. 


5 bs Your dear ſon arrived this 
morning; we were charmed to fee him and M. 
du Pleſſis; we were at table, and they made a 
marvellous good dinner upon our repaſt, which was 
already ſomewhat impaired. Oh ! that you had 
heard all that the Marquis ſaid upon the beauty of 
his company ! He firſt enquired whether the com- 
ny was arrived, and then whether it was a fine 
one? Truly, Sir, they told him, it is one of the 
fineſt there are, it is an old company, which is much 
preferable to any of the new ones. You thay ima- 
gine the impreflion of ſuch a panegyric to a perſon 
who was not known to be the captain. Our ſon was 
tranſported the next day at the fight of his fine 
company, when mounted; thoſe mea ſeemingly 
made on purpoſe, and choſen by you who are an 
excellent judge; and thoſe horſes caſt in the ſame 
perſect mould, afforded him ſuch exquiſite joy, 
that M. de Chalons and Madame de Noailles 
could not help participating it with him. He has 
been received by theſe pious folks as the fon of M. 
de Grignan ; but how fooliſh is it for me towelate 
all this co you ! this is the Marquis's buſineſs. © 


I took the Marquis with me yeſter- 
day; we began by viſiting M. de la Trouſſe, who 
rel was 
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was ſo complaiſant as to put on both dreſſes, that 
of the novice and proſeſſor, the ſame as on the ce- 
remonial day; theſe two dreſſes are very advanta- 
geous to a well- made man. A frivolous thought, 
without conſidering conſequences, made me re- 
gret that the fine ſhape of M. de Grignan had not 
ſhone upon this occaſion. The pages dreſs is very 
pretty; and I am not at all ſurpriſed that Madame 
de Cleves ſhould fall in love with M. de Nemours 
and his bandfome legs. As to the mantle, it is a 
repreſentation. of royal Majeſty ; it coſt la Trouſſe 
$00 piſtoles, for he purchaſed it. After having 
been ſpectators at this pretty maſquerade, I carried 
your ſon to all the ladies in the neighbourhood, 
Madame de Vaubecourt and Madame Ollier re- 
ceived him with great politeneſs ; he will ſoon pay 
his viſits upon his own account, 


Thbe life of St. Lewis has induced 
me to read Mezetai; I was willing to take a view 
of the laſt Kings of the ſecond race, and I want 
to unite Philip de Valois with King Joha : this is 
an admirable hiſtorical period, upon which the Ab- 
be de Choiſi has written a book, that may be read 
with fatisfaQion. We endeavour to beat into your 
ſon's head the neceſſity of being a little acquainted 
with what paſt before our time, and it will have 
effect: but, in the mean while, there are many 
reaſons for paying attention to what paſſes at pre- 
ſent, You will ſee by the news of to-day bow 
the K. of E. eſcaped from London, probably by 
the good-will of the Prince of Orange. Politi- 
cians reaſon upon this ſubject, and aſł if it be more 
adyantageous for this King to be in France; ſome 
ſay yes, /becayſe he is hete in ſecurity, and be will 
not run the riſk of being compelled to give up bis 
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wife and child, or loſe his head; others ſay no, 
becauſe he leaves the Prince of Orange to enjoy his 
protectorſhip with admiration, having made his 
way to it naturally and without ſpilling any blood. 
What is certain is, that war will ſoon be declared 
againſt us, and perhaps we may declare it firſt. 
If we make peace in Italy and Germany, we may 
apply ourſelves with greater attention to this Eng- 
tiſh and Dutch war; this is to be hoped, for it 
would be too much to have enemies on all ſides. 
You ſee whither the rambling of my pen leads me; 
but you may eaſily think that all companies re- echo 
with theſe great events. J conjure you, my dear 
girl, when you write to M. de Chaulnes, to tell 
him you are very ſenſible of the obligations he 
has conferred upon my ſon, and that you thank 
him; that the great diſtance between you does not 
render you inſenſible to your brother's welfare: 
the ſubject of this acknowledgement is ſomewhat 
new, it is being diſpenfed from commanding the 
firſt regiment of militia, which he is raiſing in 
Britanny. My ſon cannot think of returning into 
the ſervice in ſuch a manner ; he is ſhocked at it, 
and deſires only to be forgotten in his own country. 
This notion meets the approbation of the Cheva- 
lier, and J alfo approve of it, I muſt aeknowledge ; 
are not you of this opinion, my dear girl ? J always 
conſider your fentiments of great importance, as 
being always good, particularly when they relate 
to your brother, Do not enter into particulars; 
but ſay, in genera], what pleaſes the brother muſt 
give ſatisfaction to the ſiſter. M. de Momont is 
gone into Britanny with ſome troops, which are in 
marvellous ſubjection to M. de Chaulnes. The 
beginning is pleaſant, we muſt attend to the ſequel. 


I met 
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I met Choiſeul yefterday with his 
ribbon, he is very well; one muſt be greatly out 
of luck not not to meet five or ſix of them every 
day. Did I tell you that the King has laid aſide 
the communion of the ceremony ? This I have long 
wiſhed for; I place the beauty of this action upon 
a par with aboliſhing duelling. - Conſider, in fact, 
what would have been the conſequence of blending 
this holy act with the immoderate mirth excited 


by M. de Hocquincourt's ſhirt ® Many, how- 


ever, performed their devotions, but without oſ- 
tentation or compulſion. We are going to prepare 
for the reception of their Britannic Majeſties, who 
are expected at St. Germain's. The Dauphineſs will 
have a ſeat before this Queen, though ſhe be only 
repreſentative of the Queen. My dear, I am con- 
ſtantly wiſhing for you, and Jamenting your ab- 
ſence ; I perceive all your engagements, all your 
reaſons ; but I cannot habituate myſelf to the mifling 
of you, where you would be. fo neceſſary; this 
reflection often aflits me. Here is a letter com- 


poſed of words that ſignify nothing; do not trouble 


yourſelf to anſwer it, preſerve yourſelf, and take 
care of your ſtomach. A 


6 See the letter of january 3, 1689. 
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e TEK DIES. 
| To the ſame. 

| Paris, Friday, Fanuary 7, 1689. 


*; I | Received your letter a day later 
than uſual ; I expect to hear from you apain to- 
Yap, bout as the poſt does not come in till late, we 
hall pot anſwer them till Sunday or Monday. You 
write ſo well, my dear git], when you have no 

Particular ſubject, that I am as well pleafed with 
. thoſe uncontroverted epiftles, as thoſe which are 
unſwers. In a word, my heart finds no relief but 
this during your abſence; Fam in the ſame ſitua- 
tion as you, counting the immenſity of time ſince 
your departure; three months feem as many years; 
not that I have ſeen ſuch a variety of objects as you 
Have met with, but from the different thoughts, oc- 
cupations, and diſquietudes, which have ſupplied the 
place of objects. I have regretted and ſtill regret 
your loſs every day; how, in effect, can I reſolve 
to give up the ſight and company of my dear girl, 
after having been ſo long and ſo agreeably accuſ- 
tomed to it? that fatal day of Charenton is all 
freſh and lively to my remembrance. Vou gave 
me a rendezvous at the Chevalier's, where I failed 
not being, but you did not come; your picture af- 
forded me no conſolation. I am now in his apart- 
ment ; he has had pains in his right hand all night, 
and they ſtill continue. He ſupped the night de- 
fore twelfth-day very chearfully with M. de La- 
yt | moignon, 


„den eee 0 


>» 


will be pretty well crammed. | 
II Wait With impatience to bear that 
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moignon, and in the night he was ſeized with this 
diſorder, Which is very lamentable. He is every 
day chalk ing out plans for going to Verſaillee, and 
is ſcarce ever able to execute them: it is your miſ- 
fortune and his, that he is eſtranged from a place 
where he would make ſo good a Wo and be ſo 
uſeful to his family and his nephew. He is poſ- 
feſſed of much patience" and reſignation, as Corbi- 
nelli boaſts of having taught him as a maſter. We 


ſeldom fee this Corbinelli; he is inceſſantly engaged 


with Bis friends, and T let him go through friend- 
ſhip for him, for we are prudent. He fometimes 
at night partakes of a cold collation with us; be 
is very good company, and returns you a thouſand 
thanks for having mentioned his name, and your's 
is more "impreſſed on his mind than any other; 
We do not ſee the Abbe Bigorre fr enough, 
he Will to- night ſend you a fine large ſheet, When 
the ſubject is the arrival of the K. and Q. of E. 


and the P. of W. with the particulars of the gra- 


cious, humane, and tender reception the King 
gave thefe Princes, you may gueſs that the paper 


1 * 


yon have recelved your ribbon! M. le Grand, M. 


de Dangeau, M. de Chatillon-; M. de la Rangere, 


have carried theirs to the Queen of England, in 
waiting upon her to compliment her: ſhe will find 
our court very 'brilfiant with this new ornament. 
J carried your ſon yeſterday to Madame de Lavar- 
din's, who received him as her grandſon, for ſhe 
loves you Ke a daughter : from thenee we went to 
Madame de la Fayeite's, where we met with M. 
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de Villars *, quite full of the Orendate air; I in- 
formed him of all you deſired me to tell him. I 
imagine there will be many balls this winter at 


Madame de Ricouat is a widow, | 


ſhe is ſtill in the country, I ſhall ſee her upon her 
return; would you have me pay your compliments 
to her? The omiſſion is ſometimes equal to preſent- 
Ing them; for inſtance, Madame de: Lavardin al- 
ways told me, that ſhe ſent no compliments to 
you; I have met with many of this way of thi 
ing, who are not willing to A you z- ſo that 
you may believe, upon my word, every thing goes 
right, and thoſe who do not overwhelm you with 
ceremony, are more agreeable than thoſe who do; 
for your anſwers are quite ingenuous,. and keep 
their proper place, amidſt the fatigue of your writ- 
ing. You are willing that I ſhould write to Ma- 
dame de Solre ; good heaven, what a tax you. 
impoſe upon me; the ſtyle neceſſary will be to me 
putting on the buſkin. Coulanges told us the other 
day a comical ſtory with a kind of enthuſiaſm. 
He ſaid that the 2 de Solre waited upon M. 
de Chauvri 3, followed by two porters, with a cou- 
ple of very heavy trunks. Having brought them in 
and put them down, he drew out out from the firſt 
that was open his arm full of papers, and ſaid to 
him, in throwing them upon the table, Sir, 
theſe are the titles of thirty-ſeven knights of the 


Peter, Marquis de Villars, father to the late Marſhal-Duke 
of that name, was known in the world by the name of Orondate, 
en account of his ſine air and his great proweſs. . He was ambaſ- 
ſador in Savoy, Spain, and Denmark. | ; 

+ Anna Maria Frances de Bournonville, Counteſs of Solre. 

1 Genealogiſt of the King's orders. 7 
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Golden-Fleece of my family;“ M. de Chauvri 
ſaid to him, greatly embarraſſed, Oh, Sir, there 


is no occaſion for ſo much, you diſorder all my 


papers. I know not where to finds the deeds of Mr. 
Such a one, and thoſe of Mr. Such a one, whoſe 


names are not a whit like yours,” M. de Chauvri 


begged he would pull out no more papers ; but 
the Count de Solre, paying him no attention, pro- 
duced another great Lands, ſaying, „ This, Sir, 
is the marriage- contract of one of my grandfathers 
with Sabina of Bavaria.” Good God, Sir,” ſaid 
M. de Chauvri, © here is more than ſufficient.” 
M. de Solre then took up a great roller, and with 
the aſſiſtance of a ſervant, ſpread it all over the 


room, and ſhewed him he deſcended from two 


crowned heads, which cloſed two branches of his 
family, whilſt M. de Chauvri was lamenting that 
he ſhould never be able to find his papers again. 
Coulanges told this ſtory ſo whimſically, and with 
ſo much pleaſantry, that though it may appear very 
flat and inſipid upon paper, it was very riſible when 
he related it. What then would you have me to 


ſay to this woman quite covered with golden 


fleeces ? We muſt rejoice with the order of the Holy 
Ghoſt at having ſo great a ſubject among us. I 
will not anſwer for writing; this may properly 
de called ſmall talk. I am conſtantly with the Che- 
valier, who is nodding in his great chair. Me- 
thinks I chatter to you as much as poſſible; but do 
not amuſe yourſelf with anſwering all this. If I 
were with you, I ſhould like to afford you ſome 
conſolation, in talking about your affairs, ' which I 
ſo often think of, and am fo deeply intereſted in. 


In the mean time, do not pleaſe the Provencals ſo 


much as td break with the Archbiſhop and In- 


_ tendants 3 you will gratify them too much, let 


truth 
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truth be the refult of your on inquiry; and though 
they ſay what they pleaſe, give them to underſtand 
that you will yourſelf obtain an eelairciſſement from 
thoſe gentlemen; the fear of being diſcovered will 
make them ſilent, for they aim at nothing but hid - 


den ſlander, without having truth or your intereſt 


at heart. If you like this ceunſel, ſollow it: I 


thought I ſaw, when I was there, that the joy of 


the rovencals conſiſted in creating miſunder- 

ſtandings, and making themſelves neceſſary *--- 

Fie---lay aſide the = covincial iyle, and that of Pro- 
vence. 


* dee the letter of January 3, 1689. 


TENETEXEXENELELELELE 
LETTER DcxxxIx. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, January 10, 1689, 


V 7 E often hit upon the "A 


a: my dear girl; I even think that I in- 
formed you, from the Rocks what you write me 
in your laſt letter upon time. I now agree that it 
advances ; the days have now nothing for; me ei- 
ther ſo charming 94 ſo, precious, as 1, found them 
when you was at dhe the. Hotel de © de Saupe J re- 
liſbed, 1 devoured the hours, I was, for hoarding 
them as a miſer does bis gold ; but now, in your 
abſence, the caſe is very different, time is only 
irkſome till the wiſhed- for period apprqaches, and 
we would willingly diſpoſe of all the intermediate 

| ſpace 
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ſpace in favour of thoſe who, are willing to poſſeſs 
it. But I will acknowledge to you when I think 
but whither, will this elaborate diſſertation on 
time lead me? I tremble to find no certain goal, 
but on every fide inſurmountable obſtacles. I will, 
my dear girl, conclude theſe reflections with reſ- 
pect to you, and endeavour to turn them to ſame 
advantage ia regard to myſelf, 


| The Abbe Tetu is in a moſt ſhock- 
ing way for want of ſleep. The phyſicians would 
not anſwer for preſerving his intelleas ; he feels 
his fituation, which gives him great uneaſineſs: 
be ſubſiſts merely by opium; he feeks for diverſion 
and diſſipation, and accordingly frequents public 
places. We want him to go to Verſailles to ſee 
the K. and Q. of E. and the P. of W. Can any 
event be greater or more worthy of affording the 
greateſt diverſion ? As to the King's flight, it ap- 
pears that the Prince of Orange was well inclined . 
towards it. The King was to be ſent to Exeter, 
whither he propoſed going; the front of his houſe 
was very well guarded, and all the back- doors 
were left open. The Prince was not inclined to 
ſacrifice his father-in-law ; he remains in London 

in the place of a King, without taking upon him- 
ſelf the title, being only deſirous of reſtoring 
what he thinks a good religion, and ſupporting the 
laws of the country, without ſpilling a drop of 
blood : this is preciſely the reverſe of - the medal 
with reſpect to our ſentiments; we ſee his deſigns 
through a very different medium; However, the 
King acts in a manner almoſt divine with reſpect 
to their B. M--'s ; for is it not being the repreſen- 
tative of the Almighty, to ſupport a King, ba- 
niſhed, betrayed, and = This great part 
bs  gratifies 


2 


43 LETITrERS or THE 
gratifies the ambition of the King's noble ſoul. 
He went to meet the Queen, with all his houſhold, 
and a hundred coaches and fixx When he per- 
ceived the P. of W- -s's coach, he alighted and 
tenderly embraced him ; he then ran to the Queen, 
who was by this time alighted ; he ſaluted her, 
ſpoke with her ſome time, placed her upon his 
right in his coach, and preſented to her Monſeig- 
neur and AZonfieur, who were alſo in the coach, 
and conducted her to St. Germains, where ſhe 
found all things prepared for her like a Queen, all 
forts of cloaths, among which was a very rich 
caſquet containing ſix thouſand Louis d'ors. The 
K. of E. was expected the next day at St. Ger- 
mains, where the King waited for him, and he 
arrived late: his Majeſty went to the end of 
the guard-room to meet him; the K. of E. 
made a very low bow, as if inclinable to embrace 
his knees, but the King hindered him, and em- 
braced him three or four times very cordially, 
They ſpoke together in a low voice for near a quar- 
ter of an hour; the King preſented to him, Menſeig- 
neur, and Monſieur, the Princes of the blood, and 
Cardinal Bonzi. He conducted him to the Queen's 
apartment, who could ſcarce refrain from crying ; 
after a converſation of a few moments, the King 
conducted them to the P. of W. where they again 
converſed ſome time, and he then left them, not 
chuſing to be reconducted back, ſaying to the K. 
« This is your houſe; when I come, you will do 
the honours of it, and I wil] do them when you 
come to Verſailles.” The next day, which was 
yeſterday, the Dauphineſs went there with all the 
court. I know not how they regulated the chairs, 
for they had thoſe belonging to the Queen of Spain; 


and the Queen-dowager of England was treated 
| = 
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as a daughter of France; I ſhall hereafter acquaint 
you with the particulars. The King ſent the K. 
of E. ten thouſand Louis d'ors; the latter looks 
old and much fatigued ; the Queen is there with 
weeping eyes, but they are fine and black; a fine 
ſkin ſomewhat pale; a large mouth, handſome 
teeth, and a good ſhape ; and if to this we add a 
great ſhare of ſenſe, no wonder if ſhe pleaſes every 
one that ſees her. Here is matter for public ſpecu- 
lation for a long time. 


The poor Chevalier cannot yet 
either write, or go to Verſailles, which. much af- 
flicts us, as he has a thouſand things to do there; 
yet he is not ill; and on Saturday ſupped with Ma- 
dame de Coulanges, Madame de Vauvineux, M. 
de Duras, and your ſon, at the lieutenant-civil's, 
where the healths of the firſt and-ſecond were drank, 
that is to ſay, Madame de Ja Fayette's and yours, 
for you have yielded to the date of friendſhip. 
Veſterday Madame de Coulanges gave a very pretty 
ſupper to the gouty folks; they conſiſted of the 
Abbe de Marſillac, the Chevalier de Grignan, and 
M. de Lamoignon, whoſe nephritic complaintsſtood 
him in the ſtead of the gout, together with his wife 
and the divines, ever replete with fluxions ; I was 
admitted in confideration of the rheumatifm I had a 
dozen years ago, and Coulanges, who is highly 
intitled to the diſorder, in honour of which this 
repaſt was given. There was no ſcarcity of con- 
verſation; the little man ſung, and gave the 
Abbe de Marſillac great pleaſure, which he ex- 
preſſed by his admiration, time- beating, and the 
like, which made me recall to mind his father's 
behaviour when he was upon the point of being 

Vor. IX, D touched. 
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touched. Your fon was at Madam de Caſtelnau's, 
where there is a very pretty agreeable young lady, 
who is quite your fon's taſte, and he leaves the 
ſquint-eyed girl to Sanzei : he took a hautboy 
with him, and they danced till midnight. This 

gives the Marquis great ſatisfaction, as he 
meets with Saint Sterem, Janin, Choiſeul, and 
| Ninon; fo that he is in no unknown country, 
The Chevalier does not ſeem to be in a great hurry 
to get him married, nor does M. de Lamoignon 
ſeem very deſirous of ſeeing his daughter in a con- 
jugal ſtate. We can ſay nothing with reſpect to 
the marri of M. de Mirepoix *, this is the 
work of M. de Montfort: people ſeem to be en- 
chanted, or elſe their heads are turned, for they do 
not think as they uſed to do ; in fine, this man's 
deftiny ſeems ſtrongly to propel him, and what 
would you have me to do in the matter? 


| M. de Lauſun is not gone back v6 
England, he has an apartment at Verſailles, and | 
is very eaſy ; he bas wrote to Mademoiſelle to have | 
the honour of ſeeing her, which has much diſ- 
pleaſed her. I have performed a maſter-piece, I 
have been to viſit Madame de Ricouart, lately 
returned very well contented with being a wi- 
dow. You have nothing to do but appoint me 
to complete your acknowledgments, in. the like 
manner as your romances---1)o you recolleQ& ? 
I thank the amiable Paulina for her letter, I am 
confident that her perſon will pleaſe me; ſhe could 


.* Gaſton John Baptiſt de Levis, Marquis de Mirepoix, wedded 
January 16, 1689. Ann Charoltte Maria de Saint Nectain, daugh- 
Henry Francis, Duke de la Ferte, and of Mary Gabriel 


ter to 


Angelica de la Methe Houdancourt, 


\ mot 
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not then find any other alliance with me but that 


of madam, this is being very ſerious. Adieu, my 
dear child, preſerve your health, that is to ſay 


your beauty, which I ſo much admire. 


LXEXEXEINEXSEXEEEXILX 


To the ſame. | 


Paris, Monday, Fanuary 10, 1589, 
: I0o 9 clark at night. 


111 Madame du 


Pui- du- ſou upon this marriage. Madame de 
Montauſier and Madame de Lavardin are come hi- 


ther: I told Madame de Lavardin that you remem- 
bered her, and ſhe has a great affection for you. 


An inſtant after this conference, a moſt brilliant 


oup appeared; it conſiſted of the Ducheſs de la 


gr 
Ferts, leading her daughter, who is very pretty, 


and her young ſiſter, dreſſed alike * ; the Ducheſs 


d'Aumont + and M. de Mirepoix, who formed a 


moſt aſtoniſhing contraſt. What an uproar ! vol- 
lies of compliments flying on every ſide. The 


Ducheſs was always deſirous of being united to M. 


de Mirepoix, and ſhe threw her net accordingly. 
When ſhe found that the propoſal was well re- 
ceived, ſhe ſpoke to the King of the match } this 


* Catharine de Louiſa de St. Nectaire, married in July 1698, 
to Francis Thifaut, Marquis de la Carte, afterwards Marquis de 


la Fertẽ. 


I Francis\Angelica de la Mothe Houdancourt, eldeſt fiſter to 
the Ducheſs de Ia Ferte, I 
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finiſhes and brings all matters to a point. The 


King ſaid to her, + Madame, your daughter is | 5 
very young.” That is true, fire, but the thing is 
preſſing, becauſe I am willing M. de Mirepoix 


ſhould have her, and in ten years time, when your 


Majeſty is acquainted with his merit, and you will ; 


have recompenced it, ſhe will want nothing more 
of us.” The thing is thus. ſettled, and the bans 
are publiſhed before the articles are ſettlea ; never 


were ſo many carts before horſes, Madame | 
d'Olonne “ was very eloquent; Madame de la 
Ferte ſhone : all concerned in theſe nuptials 
are ſatisfied; Madame de Mirepoix has wrote 


to you, Madame du Pui-du-fou + is carried away 


in the whirlwind, nobody can be heard. The 


young man had never ſeen his miftreſs, he does 
not know what to make of all this. My pen is 
good for nothing, and, my dear girl, I wiſh you 
good night. 


Catherine Henrietta d' Angemos, Counteſs d'Olonne, eldeſt 


fiſter to Magdalen d' Angemos, wife to the Marſha] de la Ferte, 


+ Madame de Bellievre, Marchioneſs du Pui-du-fou, mother 
to Madame de Mirepoix. 


LETTER 
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nn 
To the ſame. 
Par, Wedneſday, January 12, 1689. 


F 1 O retired at five o'clock in 
the afternoon, you choſe King and Queen then 
at dinner: you were in very good company, as 
good as at Paris, It will not be my fault if the 
Archbiſhop (of Aix) does not know that you are 
ſatisfied with him; I acquainted Madame de la 
Fayette with it the other day, who was much 
pleaſed with the information ; ſhe enjoins both of 


700 to lay aſide the ſpirit and way of thinking of 
rovence. But to come to the K. and Q. of 


E. it is ſo extraordinary to have a court there, that 
it is the conſtant ſubject of converſation. The 
regulation of rank and precedency is now the object, 
in order to live agreeably with people who are now 
ſo unlikely to be reſtored. This the King ſaid 
the other day, adding, that this King was the beſt 
in the world; that he ſhould hunt with him; that 
he ſnould come to Marli and Trianon; and that the 


courtiers ſhould habituate themſelves to him. The 


K. of E. does not give his hand to Monſcigneur, 
and does not reconduct him. The Queen has not 
embraced Monſicur, who ſtands before her; ſhe 
ſaid to the King, tell me what you would have 
me do; if you chuſe I ſhould follow the French 
taſte, I will ſalute 28 you pleaſe; but, accord- 


3 | ing 
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ing to the mode of England, I muſt embrace no 


one, She paid a viſit to the Dauphineſs, who was 
ill, and who received her in bed. No one fits in | 


England; I believe the Ducheſſes will follow the 


French faſhion, and behave to her as they do to | 
her mother - in- lau. We are greatly taken up | 


with this new court. 


In the mean while, the Prince of 
Orange is in London, where he is impriſoning ſe- 
vera] arg he is ſevere, and he will ſoon make 
himſelf hated, M. Schomberg is general at arms 
in Holland in lieu of this Prince, and his ſon is 
to have the reverſion ſo the maſk is completely 
thrown off. 4 

Il I ſend you a lift of the changes ex- 
pefted amongſt the intendants. M. de Pomereuil 
is to be in Brittanny; pleaſe God to prevent M. 
de Luxembourg's commanding the troops there; 
this would be a doleful affair for our friends !. + 
We tremble at the thoughts of it. You know 
that the marſhal de Lorges is going into Guienne, 
with St. Ruth under him. In fine, we are prepar- 
ing to be upon our guard both at home and abroad. 


Conſider how many troops, and what ſtrength is 
neceſſary to attend to ſo many things at once. 


| The Chevalier is always fixed to 
his chair in his apartment ; it has been judged im- 
oper for him to go out at night; and this ſitua- 
tion, which diſables him from going to Verſailles, 
greatly mortifies him. I wiſh I could afford him 


- * Henvietta of France, daughter to Henry Iv. and wiſe to 
Charles I. King of England. 


+ M. and Madame de Chaulnes, 
ſome 
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ſome conſolation and amuſement ; but the gloomy 
diſpoſition ariſing from the gout, makes every 
thing indifferent to him. I ſhould be glad to be of 


ſome utility; but, to my great regret, 1 am quite 


uſeleſs. I am conſtantly making your compli- 
ments, and I endeavour to eſtimate your dear re- 


membrance. Madame de Coulanges is full of 


2 acknowledgments ; fhe charges me to tell you a 


thouſand polite good natured things. She is much 
taken up with the Abbe Tetu, who really is not 
well ; he isat leaſt troubled with very melancholy 
vapours and an incapacity to fleep, beyond the 
power of opium to remove. | 


| Your fon is very pretty; he was 


eſterday at the opera with Mon ſeigneur. ] 
hs — to M. 6 la Oy and he 
will write to him again; the friendſhip of this 
uncle muſt. be kept up to produce any effect, 
and I take care to make him remember. You de- 


ſcribe to me in very natural colours the deformity _ 
r married men; and methinks I am preſent . 


of you 

at the nuptials. I am very well pleaſed that, con- 
trary to your cuſtom, you have told M. de Gail- 
lard of the impreſſion his merit has made upon 
me, and, his ſignificant looks, The marriage of 
M. de Mirepoix ſeems to be the mere effect of ma- 
gie. | | 
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LETTER DOE. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, January 14, 1 68 9. | 


8 ERE I am, my dear girl, af- 
ter dinner, in the Chevalier's apartment; he is in 
his chair, ſurrounded with a thoufand little aches. 
that fly about his perſon. He ſlept very well; but 
this kind of life, without being able to go out, 
throws him into the vapours, and greatly mortifies 
bim; I am much affected, as I know the evil con- 
ſequences better than any one. The weather is 
very cold ; our thermometer is at the loweſt de- 
gree, the river is frozen, it ſnows, freezes, and 
thaws at the fime time; there is no walking in 
the ſtreets; I keep the houſe and the Chevalier's 
chamber. If I could expect an anſwer from you 
before the end of a fortnight, I would deſire you 
to tell me-whether I do not incommode him, by 
ſaying with him all day; but as I have no time to 
lofs, F Qhall put this.queſtion to himſelf, and me- 
thinks he will not be diſpleaſed at it. This wea- 
ther is an additional cauſe of his illneſs ; this is not 
the kind froſt he likes, he is always out of order 
. when it is ſo very cold. I have reminded M. de 
Lamoignon of your ſolicitation in favour of M. 
B—— ; this man will be equally ſenſible at a diſ- 
tance, as if near, of your remembrance. I ad- 


mire the ſentiments of diſcarding tranſitory ac- 
| knowledg- 
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knowledgments ; indeed, ſome people of my ac 
quaintance are fo completely diveſted of grati- 


tude, that they ſubſtitute for it averſion and rude- 
nels... | Es 


M. de Gobelin is always at St. Cyr ; Madame 


de Brinon is at Maubuiſſon, which ſhe will ſoon be 
tired of: ſhe can never remain in a place; ſhe has 


made various agreements, and been in ſeveral con- 


vents : her good ſenſe does not reſcue her from this 


error, - Madame de Maintenon is much pleaſed 
with the comedy * which ſhe has acted by her 


young ladies of St. Cyr; it will be a very fine 
piece according to report. She has paid a viſit to 


the Q. of E. who having made her wait a mo- 


ment, ſaid ſhe was very ſorry ſhe had Joſt any time 
to ſee and Converſe with her, and received her very 
well, Every one is ſatisfied with this Queen, ſne 


is very ſenſible. She told the King, upon ſeeing 


him careſs the P. of W. who..is very handſome, 


« ] envied the happineſs of my ſon, who does not 
feel bis misfortunes z3 but I now pity him, for not 


being ſenſible of your Majeſty's careſſes and good 
neſs.” All ſhe ſays is proper and to the purpoſe ; but 
this is not the caſe with her huſband; he has a. 
great ſhare of courage, but his underſtanding is. 
nothing above the common; he relates all that has 
paſſed in England with ſuch inſenſibility, as makes 
his auditors have no feeling for him. . He is a good : 
man,. and ſhares all the amuſements of Verſailles. . 
The Dauphineſs does not propoſe viſiting this 
Queen, ſhe wants her right and chair, which can- 
not be; ſhe will therefore be always in bed, when 


* .Eſther.of Racine, 
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the Queen viſits her. Mademoiſelle will have a 
chair upon the left hand, and the Princeſſes of the 


blood will go only with her. The Ducheſſes 
will be there upon the ſame footing as at the Dau- | 
phineſs's ; this is ſettled. The King, knowing | 
that a King of France gave a Prince of Wales 
only a chair on the left hand, he chuſes that the 
K. of E. ſhould treat the Dauphin in the ſame *' 


manner, and take place before him. He is to 
receive Monſieur without chair or ceremony. 
The Q. has ſaluted him, without ſaying what I 
related, It is not yet certain that M. de Schom- 
berg is to ſucceed the Prince of Orange in Hol- 
land, This is the year of falſhood. The Mar- 
chioneſs (d'Haxelles) contradifts every poſt the 
news ſhe related; is this knowing what paſles ? I 
deteſt inventions. | 

M. de Lauſun's ſtars are dwindled 
to their former dimneſs: he has no apartment: 
all the romantic marvellous part of his adventure 
is exploded, and it now contains nothing extraor- 
2 is the world, and ſuch are the 


LETTER 
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LE TT E R DCXLIII. 
To the ſame. 
Paris, Monday, January 17, 1689; 


| | ER E then is my promiſed 
jetter, this diſtinguiſhes its ſingular merit. I am 
very well pleaſed that my relation has diverted you. 


IT never can | quam at the effect my letters will have; 
but this muſt needs have a good one. | 


If you endeavour to come to an 
eclairciſſement with the Archbiſhop, inſtead of let- 
y the miſunderſtanding ferment, which people 
endeavour to create between you, a ſhort time will. 

clear up the whole, or you will ſilence ſlanderers;. 
either of theſe is deſirable, and you will find their 
agreeable effects; you will indeed put an end to- 
tbe amuſement and employment of the Provengals; 
but this is only ſileneing ridiculous impertinencies.. 
M. de Barillon is arrived, he has found' a family 
group with all whoſe faces he was not acquainted... 
He is grown very fat, and he ſays to M. de Harlai,, 
« Sir, do not talk to me of my fat, and I will not 
ſpeak to you of your leanneſs. He is very lively, 
and is much of the fame diſpoſition as his name- 
fake, whom you hnew. I will pay all your com 
Tue him when they will not appear forced: 
have preſented them to Madame de Sulli,. who- 
| returns you a thouſand with a very good grace 3. 
and. to the n is too ſmart n 
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de Lauſun, whom ſhe was willing to raiſe to the 3 


pinnacle of honour, and who has yet neither a 
lodging at Verſailles, nor the admittance he for- 
merly had. He is merely returned to court, and 
his conduct does not appear in any extraordinary 
light; a very pretty romance has been already 
written upon him. | 


This Engliſh court is quite ſettled 
at St. Germain's ; they would have no more than 
75,000 livres a month, and have regulated their 
court upon that footing. "The Queen is greatly 
liked; the King converſes agreeably with her; ſhe 
has much good ſenſe without affectation. The 
King wanted the Dauphineſs to pay her the firſt 
viſit, but ſhe was always indiſpoſed ſo d propos, 
that this Queen paid her a viſit three days ago, 
drefled to admiration; a black velvet robe, a fine 
Hoop, her hair dreſſed out in taſte, a ſhape like 
the Princeſs of Conti's, with much majeſty: the 
King went to receive her when ſhe alighted, ſhe 
went firſt into his apartment, where ſhe had a 
chair beneath the King's; here ſhe remained half an 
hour; he then conducted her to the Dauphineſs, 
who was found ſtanding ; this occaſioned ſome lit- 
tle ſurprize ; the Queen ſaid to her, Madam, I 
thought to have found you in bed.” © Madam, 
replied the Dauphineſs, I was willing to riſe to re- 
ceive the honour your Majeſty does me.” The 
King left them, as the Dauphinefs has no chair 
before him. This Queen took her place with 
the Dauphineſs on her right fide, Madame up- 
on her left, and there were three other chairs 
for the three young princes; they converfed tope- 
ther without interruption for upwards of half an 
hour; there were many Du preſent, and the 

; rag court 
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court was very numerous. At length ſhe retired; 
the King being informed, accompanied her back 
to her coach. I do not know how far the Dau- 


phineſs went with her, but I ſhall know. The 


ZW King upon his return highly praiſed the Queen; 


he ſaid, ** There is a proper model for a Queen 


both in body and mind, paying her court with 


dignity.” He admired her courage in misfor- 
tunes, and her paſſion for the King her huſband ;; 
for it is certain that ſhe loves him, as that infernaÞ 
woman Madame de R told you. Some of 
our young Princeſſes, who were willing to give 
themſelves airs, did not kiſs the- Queen's robes, 
ſome of the Duchefles were willing to do the ſame 5 
but the King was much diſpleaſed at it, and now 
they pay her homage. Madame de Chaulnes 
was informed of theſe particulars, and has not yet 
performed this duty. She has left the Marquis at 
Verſailles, becauſe the little gentleman was very 
well diverted there; he has acquainted his uncle 
that he ſhould go to-day to the ballet at Trianon. 
The Chevaller will tranſmit you his letter. He is 


there then upon his good faith, executing all the 
commiſſions his uncle has given him to habituate 


himſelf to exactneſs and accounts; what advan- 
tage will he not derive from this kind of educa- 
tion? I have received an anſwer from M. de Car- 
caſſonne, it is a curious piece, but it muſt be paſſed 
over in ſilence; you may aſſure yourſelf I ſhall] 
reply to it in a proper manner; he has taken 
ſeriouſly, and quite miſunderſtood my raillery. 


Ah !- my child, I perfectly comprehend your tears, 


when you image to yourſelf this. little fellow at 
the head of his company, and all the good 
that may befal him in that ſituation. The Abbe 
Tetu is conſtantly immerſed in gloomy * 
| | | Ve 
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I have communicated to Madame de Coulanges | 
all your kind expreflions z. ſhe is ever defirous of 

writing to you in my letter, but it never takes 
place. The Chevalier is not willing to conclude | 
with friendly declarations ; but without minding | 
him, I ſhall tendetly embrace you, and tell you | 
that I love you with a natural inclination ſup- 
ported by all the friendſhip you have for me, and | 
all your merit; well now, where is the harm of | 
ending a letter in this manner, and ſaying what | 
ene ever feels and thinks ? | 


Good day, Count, you are both, 
then, of the ſame opinion as to your buſineſs and 
expence ; would to God you had always been of 
this way of thinking ! Adieu, my dear Paulina, 
I cannot refrain laughing at you, after thinking 
for {ix weeks to take a name between grandmo- 
ther and madam; at length, however, you have 
decided it Madam. | 


Adonficur DE CORBINELLL 


Since you have had the blue ribbon, 
Madame, I have found only this corner of a letter 
to tell you that I am bighly pleaſed at it, and the 
more fo, as Madame de Carcaſſonnè every day ex- 
cites my pity upon this head; I have, dint of 
inſpiring ber with reſignation, diſcovered the ar- 
duouſneſs of my taſk, and conſequently how agreea- 
ble it was for me only to diſſemble upon theſe oc- 
caſions. Accept, then, Madame, my homage, 
and may it be agreeable to you for me to ſay, that 
never was a myanthropic philoſopher leſs 10 than 
me in this reſpect; ſo much joy has unhinged me. 


A. propos as to w/anthrope, it is a ſect that bath 
derived 


2 
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derived its exiſtence from the fire-ſide of the Che- 
valier, who is the chief, and does me the honour 
of claſſing me amongſt this dignified profeſſion. 


I ſhall acquaint you with its progreſs, as ſoon as 


it becomes any way amuſing in the hiſtory which 
I have begun, Do me the kindneſs to acquaint . 
the Count (de Grignan) with my ſentiments with 
reſpect to the point of knighthood. I forgot to tell 
you that the title of my book is miſanthropiſin; but 
the lady, your mother, maintains that it ſhould be 
miſanthrope : oblige me with the deciſion of this 
difficulty, and you ſhall have the firſt copy. 


LETTER Dex 
To the ſame. | 


Paris, Widneſday, January 19, 1689, 


HIS is the Wedneſday fo ex- 
preſsly forbid by my dear Counteſs ; but ſurely ſhe 
would not imply that I am in a ſtate of inactivi 
whilſt I am ſpeaking to her. I frequently 
upon your amiable picture, and I aſſure you, that 
I too ſoon and too fondly begin to defire ſeeing 
and embracing you, and to hear the ſound of your 
voice; my heart is replete with theſe deſires and 
fentiments, and your picture does but enforce them, 
without gratifying them: Madame de Chaulnes 
was, the other day, delighted with it, and praiſed 
it ſo highly and with ſuch a loud voice, that you 
might, methinks, have heard her, diſtant as you 
are ; for I know your ſtation, and this knowledge, 

| 1 
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in ſome degree, unfolds my imagination, as I can 
fly to you at a certain ſpot; but we are no longer 
neighbours. I admire Madame de Langdee's be- 


ing in Provence, and abfent from her family there : 
I imagine you are not pleaſed with the dinner you 


gave her, but her delicacy is beyond all gratifi- 


cation. . 


I fad the Chevalier's good ſenſe 


points out to him the impropriety of going to 


Avignon, which would put him to much expence. 
You have been the meteors of Provence for theſe. 


twenty. years; you ſhould therefore now yield to 
the exigencies of your ſon, and the moſt needful : 
prudence immediately directs this ; and this decent 
reaſon is eaſily comprehended ; this will not ſeem 


a pretence, after ſo many proofs of your good will 


and magnificence, We ſhould not attempt impoſ- 


ſibilities ; this truth has not, I am afraid, yet 


found a place among M. de Grignan's notions ; 

and from his judging of the future by the paſt, he 
concludes that things will go on in their old track; 
but this is a vain and deceitful hope. We have 
reaſoned a good deal upon this; lay aſide all ex- 
peQation of a reconciliation with the pope, and 
draw from Avignon all that the King allows you; 
but avail yourſelf of this favour. as a-blefling from 
heaven to ſupport your ſon, and.not to live more 
ſplendidly ; for if you have-not the courage to re- 
treach, according to your reſolution, this ſuccour 
of. providence will become uſeleſs. This, my 
deareſt girl, is the advice of a mother, whoſe love 
is as permanent as it is tender. | 


| We expect your ſon to return hi. 
ther to- night from Verſailles ; he ſat out a week 


# 


ago 


99 does 
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ago with our Ducheſs of Chaulnes, I am very de- 

firous of knowing how he has diverted himſelf 
there, and what ſort of ſociety he has found; we 
ſtrongly recommended to him to avoid bad com- 
pany, and we were convinced that he behaves 
better when alone, than when he thinks he is ob- 

ſerved by any one with him ; I ſhall know how he 

has conducted himſelf by M. de la Fayette, who 
greatly intereſts himſelf for him. | 


M. d'Avaux * came to ſee me the 
day before yeſterday ; my letter was already ſealed; 
he ſpoke to me greatly in your favour, 1 05 and | 
honouring you as much now as when at Livri, | 
He inquired of me whether you had received your | 
blue ribbon ; I told him you had not yet received. 
it the tenth ; he told me that the others had theirs ; 
and -that as many things were omitted, he would 
prevent any farther delay ; that he ſhould be ra- 
viſhed to give you an account of his ſucceſs, and 
to avail hinſelf of that opportunity to pay his 
compliments to you. I am very happy that he 
has taken upon himſelf this buſineſs; if it be uſe- 
leſs, ſo much the better; and if it be not, ſo much 
the better ſtill, Sl | es | 


ow” Madame de Chaulnes conducted 
me yeſterday to the nuptials of Madame de la | 
Ferte on Madame Maintenon's account, but ſhe i} 
was not there ; they ſeem as if a miſunderſtand- | 
ing had already ariſen between them, and they 1 
were diſputing again the next day, becauſe the | 
ready money was not yet arrived. I there found | 
the huſband and that child of twelve years old, fo {1 


Anthony de Meſmes, Count d'Avaux, prevot aud maſter 
of the ceremonies of the King's orders, 2 di 
| iſ= 
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diſproportioned to the Ethiopian King. This 
marriage is ſo heterogeneous, that I believe the 
mother will never make her appearance again. 


The Ducheſs de la Ferte will be aburthen to them, 


which ſhe reckoned upon. She ſays that ſhe is 
ruined ; that ſhe has no more than an incame of 
10,000 livres, that ſhe was in want of relations, 
and ſhe married his kinſman, and keeps up this 
kind of diſcourſe to eternity; ſhe is taking a great 
houſe in the ſtreet of St. Croix; ſhe ſays that 
when ſhe is at Verſailles, they are to be oecono- 
miſts ; this oeconomy is to conſiſt of bouillze for 
the litttle woman. They are ſometimes to dine 
with the lady of marſhal de la Mothe, but this is 
not an eſtabliſhment : all this plainly points out 
the felicity of this alliance. 


Me were yeſterday at the Mar- 
chioneſs de Coiſlin's, who has loft her mother, the 
ved d'Alegre ®. We were with Madame de 
Trignan's friend—what a cruel faſhion to. viſit 
people at ſuch a time ! We then waited upon Ma- 
demoiſelle, who ſcolded me for not having been to 
ſee her. I am not fond of ſpeaking when ſhe is 
out of temper. Adieu, my dear child, do hot 
increaſe your troubles, increaſe only your courage 
and firm reſolution. . 


Same date, 7 in the evening. 


Here then is your letter. The froſt 


which has glazed the Rhone and the Durance, has 


made a looking-glaſs of the Seine; it has be- 
numbed us, and ſo ſpoilt our ſtreets, that I have 


# She died January 12. 


not 
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not been out theſe eight days, except with Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes, at the expence of her horſes; 
mine were not able to ſupport themſelves, fo I 
made them no propoſals. I was often in the Che- 
valier's apartment, who is now pretty well, and 
propoſes going to Verſailles, after the journey to. 
Marli z but this muſt be ſaid in the loweſt whiſper, 
for ſhould the gout overhear us, it will prevent the de- 
ſign. The bad weather, which is ſome what mended 


to-day, has retarded our letters twenty-four hours. 


The Archbiſhop (of Aix) has very 
elevated notions ; but the more teſty he is, the 
more you ſhould ſtick to him, like a horſe that 
flings=-but, above all things, entertain no malice, 
I perſectly comprehend the impoſſibility of not en- 
tertaining three or four people as you do; this is 
the only means of pleaſing them all, conferring fo: 
many favours, and leſſening your expence. The 
Chevalier, when melancholy, is ſomewhat too 


rigid and ſevere; if he were there, I am ſure he 


would act as you do. Remember me in a friend- 
ly manner to Madame de Langlee, as ſhe is kind 
enough not to forget me: it is true that I did ad- 
mire the choice and taſte of her dreſs. I am more 
ſatisfied than I was, to find that M. d'Avaux 
thinks of your ribbon, as it looked as if he had 
forgot you. EY i 15 5 c 


Madame de Maintenon is going to 


make her young ladies repreſent Efther. It was 


too pleaſant in you to read in public my account 
of the Chevalier. You do juſt what you pleaſe 
with me and my letters. Adieu, my moſt amia- 
ble girl, 1 am as you left me, except that, inſtead 


of having each day the repeated happineſs of ſee- 


ing 
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ing you here, I often ſigh with much afflition at 
not finding you here any longer, I very much 
queſtioned whether you would be of our opinion 
concerning your brother, | | | 


DAD DAL LULA DES FELL 
LETTER DBEREY. 
To the ſame. 


| TT e 


tc: Tur courier is not yet arrived, 
and I muſt anſwer your laſt letter to fill this. I 


never met with any friendſhip fo tender, perma- 
nent, or agreeable, as that which you entertain 


for me: I ſometimes reflect how much that ſtate, 
the ſweetneſs of which I now taſte, has ever been 
ſolely the thing paſſionately defired. You merit 
your ſon's kindeſt affection, in the manner I love 
you and you love him. He does not impart to you 
his feelings; I ſcolded him for the ſimple account 
he gave you the day before yeſterday. The Che- 
valier ſhewed him your letter concerning him—it 
were enough to mide one with tenderneſs and gra- 
titude—was there ever a heart like thine, or ſuch 
perfect maternal fondneſs? Your prelates have 
been willing to judge of their ſituation, from the 
effect of their letters; but we form a better judg- 
ment of this matter here; the very ſhadow of the 


propoſition has been baniſhed *; but be affured, 


The object was commandant of the King's orders, the 
furvivorſhip of which the Arctbiſhop of Arles, aged 36, had re- 
gueſted for his coadjutor and nephew. 


the 
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the nephew would have been found to enjoy a good 
ſtomach ; and the uncle either governed, or was no 
longer Capable of knowing the things of this 
world. In fine, nothing could have been worſe 
imagined, nor an oppoſition to an affair of this 
kind worſe timed, which deſerves only to be bu- 
ried in oblivion ; and I am well pleaſed with my- 
ſelf, for having always conſidered it in this light. 
M. d'Avaux informed me, that he thought your 
ribbon had been ſent ; a cold has prevented his go- 
ing to Verſailles, we ſhall know from him whe- 
ther the courier has been drowned, or what has 
happened. Headmires the tranquility of not re- 
queſting it by a billet from M. de Chateuneuf; 

but I neither dared do it, or propoſe it. 


Your ſon istakenup with preparations for 
a maſquerade on Sunday at the Palais Royal; the 
Duke de Chartres has deſired his company; Madame 
d' Eſcars has been giving her advice, as well as Ma- 
dame de Meri ; you are acquainted with the ope- 
rations of theſe great affairs. He is gone to Ma- 
dame de Bagnol's with Sanzei. It is ſaid that mar- 
ſhal d'Eftrees is going to Breſt ; the pretence of 
the ſea renders this news inſupportable z he is 
going to make a tour throughout Brittanny, juſt 
as if it were the ſpring of the year, and he in the 
ſpring of his life; ſuch journies are very fatiguing. 
 Acquaint me with Paulina's humour; if ſhe hath 
not been properly brought up, it is ftill in your 
power to make a juſt i n on the wax 
that is not yet hardened, but will take any form 
you pleaſe. I have ſeen M. de Barillon, who is 
grown very fat, and-he inquired after your wel- 
fare; he met your ſon at M. de Louvoi's ; his 
little face appeared to him ſo noble and * 
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that he inquired his name, when being FIDE} 
he embraced your ſon five or fix times upon that 
ſcore, and it made him recolle& father, mother, 
and. grandmother. Adieu, my dear child, it is 
impolible for me to tell you how much I am your's. 


ENDED NDEANDEND 
LETTER DCXLVI. 


To the ſame. 


| L 

tins January 24, 1689. b 
* 

a 


| O R river Durance hath at 
length let our letters paſs; the froſt muſt have t. 
been very intenſe to have ſtopt the rapidity of its fr 
courſe. We had very ſevere weather, very ſevere k. 
froſts, and yet I never have caught cold. I have C 
ſeveral times kept the Chevalier's chamber; and, th 
to ſpeak like Madame de Coulanges, no one but fa 
him had reafon to complain of the inclemency of I de 
the ſeaſon; but to ſpeak more ingenuouſly, it did Tan 
not appear to me that he was diſpleaſed at my ha 
It now thaws ; but I am fo very well, 

that I dare not take any phyſic, becauſe I cannot 
— — be better, . ſuch a precaution appears to 
me ingratitude to providence. The Chevalier is 
ee longer afflicted with any pains; but he dares 
not yet riſk going to Verſailles. I muſt relate to 
you 4 good _ Madamede Coulanges faid, which 
made me h, and I thought ic pleaſant. M. 
de Barillon is beyond himſelf, to meet with all bis 


old friends ; he frequently viſits Madame de Fay- 
ette 
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ette and Madame de Coulanges; he ſaid the other 
day to the laſt, Ah! Madam, how agreeable 
your houſe is to me ! I ſhall be very happy to viſit 
you in the evening, when tired of my family,” 
« Sir, ſaid ſhe, 7 all expect you to-morrow.” This 
ſtroke was ſo quick, that we all joined in a general 
laugh. 


Your ſon was laſt night at the Duke 
of Chartres's ball, he was very pretty, and he will 
acquaint you with its ſuccelss You muſt not, 
however, reckon upon his reading; he owned to 
us yeſterday, very ſincerely, that he is at preſent 
incapable of paying proper attention ; his youth 
hurries him away, and he does not underſtand 
what he reads. We are afflicted that he has not 
at leaſt an inclination for reading, and that he ra- 
ther wants diſpoſition than time for books. His 
frankneſs prevented our ſcolding him; I do not 
know what we did not ſay to him; I mean the 
Chevalier, myſelf, and Corbinelli, who was ra- 
ther warm upon the occaſion ; but we ſhould not 
fatigue or conſtrain him; it will come about, m 
dear, for it is impoſſible that with ſo much wit 
and good ſenſe, with a fondneſs for war, he ſhould 
have no inclination to know what were the ex- 
ploits of the heroes of antiquity, and particular] 
Caſar at the head of his Commentaries, We mu 
have patience, and do not fret—he would be too 
perfect were be fond of reading, 


You aſtoniſh me at Paulina—my 
dear girl, keep her with you ; thiak not that the 
convent can redreſs the errors of education or re- 
ligion, with which the ſiſterhood are very little ae- 
quainted, as well as moſt other things. You * 

| | 4 
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do much better at CGrignan, when you will have 
time for application, You will make her read 
good authors; even the Abbadie “ itſelf, as ſhe 
has ſenſe; you will talk with her, and M. de la Gar- 
de will alli you—T am convinced 57 this is pre- 
ferable to a convent, 


: As to the peace 5 the 8 the 
Abbe de Bigorce aſſures us that it is far from being 
concluded; chat the holy father will give up no- 
thing, 1 it is generally believed that M. de 
Lavardin and the Cardinal d'Eſtrees will return 
immediately; avail yourſelf, then, of the time 
which God, who extracts gocd from evil, has 
ſent you +. The aged Sanguin is dead, and de- 
1 this life like a heroine, walking about her 
chamber to the laſt moment, willing to examine 
death to bis full extent. A compliment ſhould be 
paid to M. de Senlis and M. de Livri ; but not by 
ny, for they are already conſoled; you alone, 
| dear child, would be deaf to the Nafonebletieſe 
of the order eſtabliſhed ſince the creation of the 
world. You paint Madame d'Or in ſuch colours, 
that ſhe appears to me very amiable ; ſhe ſhould 
'be taken, if her father were tractable: but whit 
a rage to love none but one's ſelf, to think our- 
ſelves every thing, to be diveſted of 2 conſidera- 
tion ſo ſagacious, natural, and chriſtian, as that 
of ſertling « children'! You are very ſenſible that J 
can ſcarce comprehend this injuſtice; it is a hap- 
pineſs that we ſhould turn preciſely where it 


James Abbadie, a proteſtant miniſter, author of a treatiſe 
in great eſteem among the lovers of truth and the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. 
I This circumſtance gave riſe to M. de Grignan' * command- 
Ing for the Eing in Provence. 
| ought 
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ought to be directed, I have made an anſwer to 
M. de Carcaſſonne, which the Chevalier has great- 
ly approved, and which he calls a maſter-piece. 
I have turned him to my advantage, and as I keep 
him at fifty leagues diſtance from me, I tell him 
all I think : I tel] him he ſhould not eſtrange him- 
ſelf from his affairs; that he ſhould make himſelf 
acquainted with them, calculate, ſuppute, and re- 
gulate them; take his meaſures; know what can 

and what cannot be done; that ſuch ſfeps alone 
will enrich him ; and that by purſuing them, no- 
thing can prevent his compaſling every thing, du- 
ties, pleaſures, and the ſentiments of his heart for 
a nephew, whoſe only reſource he is ; that we may. 
go a great way with regularity ; that otherwiſe we 
can do nothing, and are only wanting in every 
thing; and here the enthuſiaſm of tenderneſs ſeizes 
me for you and M. de Grignan, his ſon and fa- 
mily, for that name which he ſhould ſupport ; and 
I add, that I am inſeparably attached to them, 
and that my greateſt grief is, that I can do no- 
thing more for you; but that I charge him with 
it, and that I implore God to communicate all my. 
ſentiments to his heart, in order to double and in- 
creaſe thoſe which he already poſſeſſes; in a word, 
my child, this letter is better arranged, though 
written with impetuoſity. The Chevalier's eyes 
grew red with reading it; and as to me, I wounded 
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I myſelf ſo much with my own ſword, that I wept _- | 

. with all my heart. The Chevalier told me there | 

it was nothing more to be done than ſend it, which | 
was accordingly done. | 

ſe | | | 

ſe | You paint your pedant ſo pleaſantly, 

3. that he makes me call to mind the doctor in the 


comedy, who wants to be perpetually ſpeaking. 
dt Vor. IX, E N 
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It ſhould ſeem to me, if you had time, you might 
derive ſome advantage from this library; as it con- 
tains things in great plenty, we are free to chuſe 
which we pleaſe; but, alas ! my child, you have 
not time to avail yourſelf of the excellence and 
extent. of your underſtanding ; you make uſe of 
nothing but what is good and ſolid ; this is very 
well; but it is a pity that every part is not em- 


ployed; Ithink M. Deſcartes will hereby be a very 


conſiderable loſer. 
| Marſhal Eftrees is going to Breſt ; 


this gives us ſome apprehenſions that he will have 


the command- of the regular troops there ; I, ne- 
vertheleſs, think that the governor will be, in 
ſome meaſure, countenanced, and that he will not 
be entirely diſguſted. M. de Charot is returned 
for an inſtant, to juſtify himſelf concerning a hun- 
dred things that M. de Lauſun has improperly ſaid 
with reſpect to the ſtate of the place, and the re- 


ception he gave the Queen; he has ſhewn that 


his conduct has been quite the reverſe of what 
it was repreſented by M. de Lauſun. This does 


no honour to the latter, whoſe good ſtars ſeem to 


be ſtopped in their courſe by Mademoiſellè's anger; 
he has neither apartments nor entrance; he is 
imply at Verſailles. 4 


£7 We fear that you ſhould be ſur- 
Priſed by the ſubtlety of the Archbiſhop (of Aix); 
but I anſwer for the contrary, as no one weighs 
more his words than you, upon things of conſe- 
quence, Madame Coulanges deſires to be remem- 
bered in the moſt friendly manner to you—ſhe 


would be for ever writing to you. Since I have 
been talking with the Chevalier, I: and you will. 


not 
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not have your ribbon, till after the ſecond of Feb- 
ruary, by reaſon that your information did not 
come to hand till after New-year's day---ſuch is 
the rule. He ſhould have a good deal of news for 
you, as he has ſeen Dangeau, who is very intelli- 
gent. M, de Chaulnes will not be mortified on 
the ſcore of the marſhal d'Eftrees, as he has no- 
thing to do but with maritime affairs on the ſea- 
coaſts. . , 


LETTER DCXLVIL 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, Fanuary 26, 1689. 


ORBINELLI has been de- 
lighted with your natural picture of the pedant : 
you talk of painting, that you have given of this 
man, ſeized and poſſeſſed with his own knowledge, 
who allows neither himſelf, nor any one elſe to 
breathe, and who will, at all events, ſupport the 
converſation---I fay, my dear girl, this is a Titian. 
I ſupped the night before Jaſt with Madame de 
Coulanges and thoſe good Ducheſſes “; Barillon 
was there ; he drank your health with an air of 
adoration for Madame de Sevigne and Madame de' 
Gtignan: he is not changed for the worſe, after 
ten years embaſſy. | 


* TheDurheſſes de Chaulnes and du Ludes, 


E 2 Madame 


\ 
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Madame d'Acignè came to ſee me 
yeſterday ; ſhe informed me that M. de Richelieu 
was a Candlemas knight, as well as M. de Grig- 
nan and ſeveral others, whoſe atteſtations did not 
come to hand before New-year's day. Tilladet 
will be created a knight on that day, and the 
others will be propoſed to the chapter; your rib- 
bon will be ſent at the ſametime: this is the truth, 
which we did not know before. 


_ © Youarevery uneaſy about this poor 
Chevalier, whoſe pains have entirely ſubſided ; he 
was viſiting all day yeſterday with his nephew ; he 
carried him to the marſhal de Lorges, M. de Pom- 
ponne's, the Marquis d'Huxelles, and he thinks 
of going to Verſailles ; in this manner are all his 
notions confuſed and miſplaced. Your fon diverts 
bimſelf, he looked very handſome in his maſque- 
rade dreſs. Sanzei and he agree very well toge- 
ther; there does not ſeem to be any averſion, en- 
vy, or pique between them; they teſtify no great 
fondneſs for the little girls, they only play together 
like children; I cannot conceive how theſe boys 
are made, they think of nothing but their equi- 
pages. Sanzei will ſet out on Monday for Poitou, 
to endeavour to get ſome money; he will go by 
the way of Autri, and from thence to join his re- 
giment of dragoons, which is twelve leagues from 

his eſtate; ſuch is his deſtiny, and he will imme- 
diately make his campaign: God preſerve theſe 
poor children. Yours has every day the pleaſure 
of hearing his company praiſed, that is to ſay, 
your company. All that have ſeen him compli- 
ment him upon it. The Chevalier can tell you, 


as well as me, that M. de Lamoignon has no in- 
| ; tention 


MARCHIO NESS DE SEVIONE. 77 


tention of marrying his daughter ſo ſoon. Seve- 


ral marriages are ſpoken of ; but they mult be 
nearer a concluſion before I can mention them to 


you. 


Marſhal d'Eftrees is going to Breſt, 


to have the command of maritime affairs, and the 


ſea-coaſts, with ſome troops. God preſerve us 


from any broil that may render it neceſſary for 
him to take the ſole command. We hope that 
ſuch a diſguſt will not be given to our governor, 
and that the employments will be divided, as Brit- 
tanny is ſufficiently extenſive. Perhaps the Prince 


of Orange will not have time this year to turn his 


thoughtsto France ; he has occupation enough in 
England and Ireland, where they are inclined to 
take up arms for the K. our ſeas are all in mo- 
tion ; there is nothing, but your Mediterranean 
that is in a ſtate of tranquility. I know not how 
far the extravagant vows of: your women will pre- 
vail; I would add that they ſhould eat no more 


oranges, and baniſh: the orange-tree and colour; 


theſe whims ſhould be exhibited. upon. our coaſts. 
Iam, indeed, of opinion that the K. and Q. of 
E. are better at St. Germains, than in their per- 


fidious kingdom. The K. of E. calls M. de Lau- 


ſun his governor; but he governs only this King, 
and his favour is not very great. Theſe Majeſties 
have accepted of all the King would give them, 
only fifty thouſand livres a month, and will not 
live like ſovereigns ; many Engliſh are come over 
to them, otherwiſe they would not take ſo much; 
in a word, they purſue a plan of life likely to 
continue. They have made me call to mind my 
dear romances; but a little turn for play is necef- 
ary. Here I juſt — your acknowledgments 
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as I formerly compleated your romaaces, and the 
friendſhip of your dogs. La Chau is upon the 
point of ſetting out; I ſend a little holy ghoſt to 
M. de Grignan ; I would have it fly upon. his 
coat, at the ſame time that the courier, who 
carries the ribbon, arrives. I intreat you, my dear 
Count, to accept this ſmall preſent, it is to make 


ſome reparation for the inſult my daughter ſome- 


times offers you, in mentioning me, inſtead of 
' you. Theſe are ſtrange preſents, a ribbon, a gir- 
dle, a little pigeon, a ſhadow, a breath, a nothing; 
this is what we give, when we have nothing more 
to give: I have examined all the effects and conſe- 
quences on one ſide only, and I remain firm, ſay- 
ing to myſelf, well, be it ſo---If I am lighted, if 
I am ruined, God may chuſe to turn this ingrati- 
tude to my advantage, and render it the ſource of 
my retreat from the world, and thereby my ſalva- 
tion; and in this opinion, LI have not repented of 
any thing I have done: your friendſhip, and the diſ- 
poſition of your heart for me, make my life too 
happy ; but, my dear girl, you are ſometimes too 
far from me, and I am moſt ſenſibly affected at this 
abſence. . 


* 
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LETTER DEEZCVIS... 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, January 28, 1689. 


ä Am charmed at the diſtant cor- 
reſpondence you carry on with this good gover- 
nor , who reveres you, and gives me a thouſand 
teſtimonies of his friendſhip upon every occaſion. 
His wife is inceſſantly praiſing you, and thanking 
you for your remembrance, and ſhe intreats me to 
ſay a thouſand kind things to you for her. She is 
gone to Verſailles, where ſhe will ſee the Q. of 
E. and ſhe will, donbtleſs, tell me many things 
that I ſhall relate to you, 55 


The comedy “ or tragedy of Eſt- 
her has already been repreſented at St. Cyr. The 
King judged it to be admirable. The Prince ſhed 
tears. Racine never produced a finer piece, or 
one that was more affecting: Eſther's prayer for 
Ahaſſuerus, is enchanting. I was in pain to think a 
little girl ſhould repreſent this King, but they ſay | 
ſhe does it very well. Madame de Caylus per- 
forms Eſther, and acts better than Champmele ; if 
this piece is printed, I will ſend it you immediately. - 
They want to carry the Abbe Tetu to ſee it; he 


, e e 


* The Duke de Chaulnes, who was in his government in 

Brittany. | 

I All theatrical pieces were, till then, compriſed under the 

N title of comedy. 


E 4 i. 2 


_ LETTERS OF THE 

is, really, to be pitied ; every day his diſorder en- 
creaſes; opium has Joſt its ſoporific power, and it 
makes him only a little eaſy : this greatly excites 
our compaſſion, and yet he goes and comes, I ac- 
quainted him with all your regard, and he ſtrenu- 
ouſly intreated me to teſtify alFhis acknowledg- 
ments. ; 


The marriage of M. de Rouci * 


approaches, to my great ſurprize, as there is to be 
no tabouret, Madame de Marck is to wed M. de 
Brionne---another matter of wonder, on account 
of the lady's age , which is ſaid to be upwards of 
thirty. I is whiſpered that M. de Mertain and 
Madame d*Uſez 4 are to come together: and fame 
unites M. de Cruſſol $ with Madame de Venta- 
deur || ; but I vouch for none of theſe reports. 


I am now in the Chevalier's apart- 
ment ; he is in his chair ſtamping with his left 
foot, I aſk him * what news is there, Sir?“ 


* Francis de Roie de la Rocheſoucauld, Count de Rouci, weds 
ded the 8th of February following, Catbarine-Frances d' Arpajon, 
daughter to the Duke of that name, and of Catherine Henrietta 
d'Harcourt, 


+ This marriage did not take place. Madame de la Marck, 


married March 7 of the ſame year, James Henry de Durfort, 
Duke de Duras. 


} Lovifa Catherine de Cruſſol d'Uſez, did not marry till No- 


vember 1690, with Lewis Francis de Tellier, Marquis de Bar- 
biſieux. 

$ Lewis, Marquis de Cruſſol, afterwards Duke d' Uſez, died 
in 1693 a bachelor. | 

Anne Genevieve de Levi was married February 16, 1697, 
to Lewis Charles de la Tour de Bovillon, Prince of Turenne, 
who fell at Steinkirk in 1692, and ſhe wedded a ſecond huſhand 
February 15, 1694, Hercules-Meriade de Rohan, Duke de Ro- 


han-Rohan, | 
« There 
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c There is no truth in intelligence, he replies; 


God is God, Madame, that zs all I know.” I am 
inclined to be as little communicative as himſelf ; 
and to take my leave of you after having commu- 


nicated to you this truth. 


M. de Charot is here, and he has 
completely juſtified himſelf, with regard to all that 


M. de Lauſun underhand ſaid of him. He will 


be created a Chevalier at Candlemas. The King 
has ſent old Courtebonne from Calais to Heſdin; 
this is his ſon's government, but he keeps his ſala- 
ry : he is replaced by Laubanei, a good officer, 
under the command of M, de Charot, to whom 
the King has greatly ſoftened this change ; and he 
will not return till the expiration of two months. 
Every one has his afflictions: I am frequently in 
company, when it is faid the commandant of Pro- 


vence is alone exempt from them, his ſituation be- 


ing fine and agreeable. It is a pity that this does 
not agree with every thing that is given out here: 
we muſt, however, enjoy this diſtinction, and the 
peace and tranquility that reigns in this province 


alone. TI am as much aſtoniſhed as you are, that 


your women ſhould diſguiſe themſelves and make 
vows &: it is for ours to tremble, and not game. I 


never knew ſuch ſtrange fears. Adieu, my dear 


child, I do not tell you how much I love you, ſince 
you already know it. 


Eight at night. 
Your hopes of Madame Coulanges 


writing to you, have been too greatly prolonged; 


* Theſe vows were to wear, white, violet, or dun, &c, not 
do wear ſpectacles, and abſtain from play, 
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2M is time ſhe ſhould convince you that ſhe has ſome- 
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thing more than a good intention in this reſpect. 
Madame DE CoULANGES, 


Madame de Sevigne would never 
have the write to you, Madame ; ſhe does not 


comprehend that one can be entirely. taken up. 


with you, I never ſaw ſuch a woman. I never- 


theleſs acquaint you, that if you have a mind to 
pay your court, you ſhould deſire to ſee Eſther ;. 


you know what Eſther means, all perſons of me- 


Tit are charmed. with it, and you will be more 
charmed than any other, It is not coming from 


Grignan tolie at Verſailles ; I ſhould be very hap- 
py to be of the party; for I do not believe any 


one can more ardently deſire your company than 
I do. This counſel I could not help giving you, 


well knowing, Madame, - that if Madame de Se- 


vigne were left to herſelf, ſhe would always forget 
you, IT can never end this compliment without 


embracing M. de Grignan, this is a right to which 


I (ball always lay claim; I will embrace him not- 


withſtanding his holy ghoſt. Madame de Fron- 


tenac, and Madame d'Qutrelaiſe defire me to ſay 
a great deal upon their account. Thepbor Abbé 


Tetu is inceſſantly troubled with vapours ; I do. 
all I can to cure him, but without ſucceſs, M. 
de Coulanges ſays he cannot have the honour of 
writing to you becauſe he has a pain in his foot; 


he imagines he has the gout, and he cries out-like 


a madman; and all this only to take off the Che- 
valier de Grignan. | 
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LETTER DCXLIX. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, Fanuary 31, 1689s 
Ys, ſurely, I do feem to be 


in pain at your fore throat; nor can I tell you how 
much this Jetter of the 24th, by which I am ac- 
quainted with your recovery, makes me breathe 
freely; ſo that IJ am as eaſy as abſence will allow 
me to be; for I muſt acknowledge, fancy is a 
cruel tormentor, and greatly inſults our weakneſs. 
at this time. But preſerve your health, if you 
love me, and you are willing that we both ſhould: 
be well; mine ſeems entirely diſpoſed to your 
pleaſure, ſo much is it in waiting and perfect. E 
am going, upon your recommendation, into the 
Chevalier's apartment, that poor little room that 
ſo naturally attracts me, which I have viſited for 
upwards of ten years, and where I am ſtill welt 
received. This Chevalier will go very. ſoon ta- 
Verſailles ; he is very well, with which IL am- 
greatly pleaſed, and yet the tedious hours which I 
muſt endure in his abſence, preſent me with 2 
dreary. proſpect. We rally. together, we talk 
about you, and I am, as it were, fallen from the 
clouds, when he is not here: your ſon has been a 
courtier theſe three days; the Duke de Charot, 
who is here, and has ſeen him, gave me yeſter- 
day a very good account of him. . 


E 6 Madame 
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Madame de Chaulnes has ſeen the 
Q: of E. with whom ſhe is greatly pleaſed ; the 
little Prince was dreſſed like a merry-andrew ; but 
he is handſome and lively, and is taught to dance : 
theſe are the truly happy days of infancy. The 
hiſtories which we again read an account of this 
event, are replete with the perfidy of the people. 
The P. of O. is not quite at his eaſe in London, 
there being three parties; that of the King and 
the Biſhops, which is very ſmall ; that'of the P. 
of Orange, which is very great; and a third, 
conſiſting of republicans and nonconformiſts. All: 
Ireland is in the intereſt of the King ; he would 
have done well to have eſcaped thither : he is not 
ſo much beloved as the Queen. He calls M. de 
Lauſun his governor ; the mens ſtands ingreat 
need of one himſelf; ademoiſelle triumphs. 
The marſhal d'Eftrees is ſet out. for Breſt and the 
ſea-coaſts. M. de Chaulnes vigilance and ſervices 
give great content; he is as active as a man of 
_ twenty-five. 


45 I do not think that your journey to 
Avignon can ever take place at a better time; its 
being Lent is a favourable circumſtance; the air is 
very ſerene there, and the Pope will, from the fa- 
vourable light in which he views you, let you long 
enjoy your income. You ſhould laugh at the 
news of the ſeat of ſinners * ; the carrying off the 
Princeſs of Orange, and the taking of her huſband, 
are riſible reports; to theſe, let us add the ſiege 
of Bois le Duc, which was only a pleaſantry: 
every thing is yet calm, and nothing but diver- 


* This was a place of meeting every morning at Aix, where all 
dhe moſt falſe and abſurd reports were propagated, 
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fions- are thought of. The King and the whole 
court are delighted with the tragedy of Eſther. 
Madame de Miramion “ and eight Jeſuits, amongſt 


whom was father Gaillard, honoured it with their. 


preſence at the laſt repreſentation : in a word, this 
is Racine's maſter-piece; if I were pious, I 
ſhould be ambitious of ſeeing this piece. The 
Princeſs de Conti is ſtill an advocate for the ope- 
ra; this, they ſay, is becauſe it breathes nothing 
but love, which is now quite out of faſhion. 


M. de Charot has had a charming 


converſation with the King; it ſeems that M. de 


Lauſun- has fruitleſsly endeavoured to do him ill 
offices, this does no honour to a man, whom the 
King knows hath always loved and ſerved him as a- 


boſom friend. The reaſon of Courtebonne's re- 


moval from Calais is on account of his great age, 
and leſt he ſhould not be ſufficiently vigilant. The. 
King removes him to Heſdin, his ſon's government, 
and ſends Laubanie, who is a good active officer, 
to Calais. M. de Charot told the King he was 
very well ſatisfied with theſe diſpoſitions; that he 
would zealouſly unite with Laubanie, of whoſe 
knowledge and experience he ſhould bevery glad to 
avail himſelf ; and that the good of the ſervice 
ſhould be the ſole object of his purſuits. The King 
ſeemed very well pleaſed with his manner of ſpeak- 
ing. M. de Charot will return this Lent to Calais; 
in the mean time he will be created a knight, and 
will not oppoſe the propolition- made to the chap- 
ter of M. de Grignan; after which the holy 
ghoſt will fly ſtraightway to you. 


* A lady famous for her piety, and for the great number of 


ber good works and foundations, 
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1] know not what is. become of alt 


the marriages of which I ſpoke to you. M. de 
Mirepoix's becomes very gloomy. The Ducheſs. 
(de la Ferte) ſays I am quite exhauſted, I can nei- 
ther feed nor lodge them; people ſay to her, why 


do you ruin yourſelf ? Madame de Mirepoix ſays 


I will take and fupport them; the little pirl 
cries ; in a word, I never ſaw a doll married, or 
fuch a ridiculous marriage; and was not he one 


of the beſt bred men in France? My dear child, 


compare not your heart with that of any one elſe ; 


God has given you one that has no imperfection, 


and thank him for the ſame ; your humours were 
4 mere vapour, a miſt before the ſun ;. but thoſe 
of other people are ſpoilt at the very root and bot- 
tom; fo that you will never ſerve them as an apo- 


logy. 


b b 5 W GC 


LETTER DCL. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, aun February 2, 1689. 


„ HIS day, according to all 
appearances, you were to be admitted by the chap- 


ter with ſome other followers;. and I doubt not 
but the meflenger will fet out to-morrow to carry 
you your ribbon, as well as that of M. de Mona- 
co. This was the bird-lime to which your pid- 
' geon's wing ſtuck ; your acts of faith and atteſta- 
tions of life and manners, did not come to hand 


but the _ day on | which the firſt chapter was 
held. 


MARCHIONESS DE SE'VIGNE. 87: 
held. You do too much honour to Mary de Ra- 
butin-Chantal to take her, part, and defend her 
cauſe : but do you know if Jane Fremiot were- 
living, ſhe would ſcold you well ? She was daugh- 
ter to two or three preſidents---what do you take 
us for? and Berbiſi on her mother's fide. After 
one law-ſuit,. it is time to think what one is about. 


Do not fatigue- yourſelf, my dear 
girl, in writing long letters ; you cannot. doubt. 
but what they are agreeable to me, but then they 
deſtroy you, tell me only of the ſtate. of your 
health; your particular buſineſs ; your intentions 
---theſe things are, indeed, too dearly united to 
my heart to be paſſed over: let me chatter, but 
you need not anſwer ; refer me, with regard to 
certain particulars, to the Chevalier; in a word, I: 
only want to know about your health and your 
welfare. So you have been terrified by ſome lit- 
tle black ozwls *; I had ſome apprehenſions upon this. 
head, and could not help laughing to myſelf ; you. 
think they have a mournful look, but they do not 
pout +, nor Have they the voice of a ſhrew ;: and 
when you. are acquainted with their abilities, you. 
will find that inſtead of being of evil portent, they. 
confer beauty, at leaſt to the head-drels.. | 


The Q. of E. ſeems. rather 
more inclined, if it pleaſed God, to reign in 
the fine kingdom of England, where the court is 
large and handſome, than to be at St. Germain's, 
though overwhelmed with the heroic boun- 
ties of the King. As to the K. of E. he ſeems. 


* A faſhionable hood of that time. 


1 See La Fontaine's fable of the eagle and. owl... 
t contented 


— — — ͤ — —äöm II. 
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contented there, and it is for that reaſon he is there. 
I embrace my moſt amiable Counteſs, and the 
Count, in honour of the feſtival ; and for the ſame 
reaſon I muſt take my leave, to go to veſpers and 
the ſermon; I read with pleaſure the Chriſtian 
rules * of M. le Tourneux ; I only looked at them 
upon Madame de Coulanges table, they are now 


upon my OWNn. 


Rules and Principles of a Chriſtian Life, firſt printed TY 
805005 080805805 05-08 C0080 0 05 
LETTER Dell. 
Io the ſame. 
Paris, Friday, February 4, 1689. 


Expected the Chevalier and your 
ſon laſt night. I know that you have ſent your 
brevet to take your blue ribbon, and that to-day 
the ribbon and croſs, which the King hath given, 
will be ſent to you---now, then, I am eaſy. 
Take ſpecial care of this charming ribbon, ad multos 
annos, decorate your fine ſhape with it, and do 
not forget it for three hours which you deſtine every 
day for love; it is an ornament that ſhould accom- 
pany the harmony of this faithful paſſion ; my 
daughter ſeems ſo contented with it, that I may 
enter into this confidence, I am thus inſenſibly 
ſpeaking to you, my dear Count, and I find myſelf 
compelled to embrace you, to cloſe my diſcourſe. 


Now, 
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Now, my daughter, I return to 
you. It appears to me that the Chevalier may 
very well have ftaid at St, Cyr, if he went thither, 
and Madame Maintenon ſends every one thither 
of profound wiſdom : for inſtance, Racine men- 
tioned to her M. de Pomponne, ſhe and the King 
both ſtartled with ſurprize, and his Majeſty ordered 
him to go thither. The illuſtrious Pomponne 
went accordingly yeſterday : I ſhall not conclude 
this letter till I have ſeen him, and till the Cheva- 
lier and your ſon are returned: thus, my dear girl, 
do I balot. Madame de Chaulnes and I ſupped 
on Wedneſday night upon Madame de Coulan- 
ges genuine pullet, in Coulanges cloſet, who has 
the gout like a little debauchee ; he roars out, and 
is carried upon a man's back, he ſees company, is 
in pain, and does not ſleep; but all this is done 
through mere pleaſantry : he is not even ſeriouſly 
in pain. | 


I dined yeſterday at Madame de la 
Fayette's, with Treville and Corbinelli ; we had 
ſome partridges from Auvergne, and ſome pullets 
from Caen; his ſon, who you know is the Mar- 
quis's ſpy, told me he did very well, that he had 
a good air, kept good company, eat at good tables, 
that he was much beloved, that they ſometimes 
called him in raillery the /ittle he cat *; others who 
were more polite, called him, on account of his 
youth, puſs. In fine, this ſeems to be all very 
well: the Chevalier has ſent me the ſame ac- 
count; look you, here is his letter, this panegy- 
tic, which is ſo natural, will give you pleaſure, 


Madame de Sevigne had formerly called her grandſon Piſs.. 
: | You: 
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You will not be diſpleaſed to know the difference 
between good and bad company. M. Louvois 
ſaid the other day, very loud to M. de Nogaret, 
“% Sir, your company is ina very bad condition.” 
s Sir, ſaid he, I did. not know it.” © You ſhould 


know it,” ſaid M. de Louvois, „have you ſeen 


it?“ No, Sir,” ſaid Nogaret. You ſhould 
have ſeen it, Sir.” © Sir, I will give orders.” 
Orders ſhould have been given; one ſhould 
act conſiſtently, Sir, either declare one's ſelf a cour- 
tier, or perform one's duty as an officer,” This 
mult be very cutting to Madame de Cauviſſon *; 
ſhe now ſees the conſequence of neglecting the 
ſervice ; and you ſhould be very happy in the 
thought of the Marquis's fine, handſome compa- 
ny, Which is of your creation; alſo of his pung- 
tuality and frankneſs, as well as his journey to Cha- 
lons : this is a quittance for all your trouble and 
his. This dialogue I had from the Chevalier; 
but as he tells me he does not tranſmit you theſe 
kind of details, I thought I ſhould. divert. you by 
relating them. e | 

| Madame de la Fayette, who never 
Neeps, and who is in a bad ſtate of health, ſends 
you a thouſand friendly. compliments. M. de 
Treville inſures your wit and beauty, by his pey 
culiar admiration. Madame de Lavardin places 


in the firſt rank of her praiſes, the heroic fortitude; 


you had to depart at the ſame time as your ſor 


for Philipſburg: in a word, my dear child, your 


modeſty. would have been laid under ſome contri- 
butions.. 5 


Mother to M. de Nogaret.. 


M. 


0 are 


F824 


MAReHIONESS DE SE'VIGNE. or 
| M. de la Vieuville is dead, He is 
the firſt who has diminiſhed the number of knights. 


Benſerade ſays, that there can be no governors 
raiſed for M. de Chartres *. 


Friday, 2 o'clock, afternoon. 


b This inſtant, my dear girl, I ſee 
Poirier eoming into the room with your blue rib- 
bon, There is the billet the Chevalier has wrote, 
by which you will find that theſe gentlemen are not 


tired of Verſailles ; that the Chevalier is raviſhed 


and tranſported with Eſther ; and that he thinks it 
proper to ſend you your ribbon by the poſt, in the 
ſame manner as that of M, de Monaco, I am 


now going to M. Orceau's, to recommend to him 


the care of my little box. The Chevalier has 
performed his duty very well at Verſailles, and 
now I am geing to perform mine, which leaves 
me only the glory of telling you, that I am not 
diſpleaſed at tranſmitting you this fortunate ribbon. 
Put it on ſpeedily without ceremony ; when you 
are received Chevalier, you will do like the reſt. 
I embrace you, my dear child, with all my heart, 
as you have go reaſon to doubt. | 


Charles Duke de la Vieuville, who died February 2, 1 689, 
was appointed February 28, 1686, governor to Philip, Duke de 
Chartres, afterwards Duke of Orleans, and regent. He ſucceed= 
ed Godfrey, Count d'Eftrades, marſhal of France, who after be- 
ing appointed governor of this Prince in 168 5, died February 26, 


16863 ſo that the Duke de Chartres Joſt two of his governors in 


leſs than four years, 
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LET TER DEL, 
To the Count de Grignan. 
Paris, Monday, February 7, 1689, 
O OD day, Count, are you 


finely decorated? have you a good air? methinks 


the blue ribbon fits very well upon you. I pay 
you my compliments, and embrace you with this 
new. ornament. 


To Madame DE GRIGNAN«. 


| I went on Friday to M. de Pom- 
ponne's, after having ſealed my letter; he was re- 
turned from St, Cyr. Madame de Vins muſt have 
acquainted him with the name Madame de Main- 
tenon. gave him, and how he received orders to 
attend the fine tragedy the next day, The King 
told him in the morning that he was, very capable 
of judging, and that he would doubtleſs be 
pleaſed. M. de Pomponne was highly ſatisfied. 
Racine. has outdone himſelf, he loves God as he 


did his miſtreſſes, he is the ſame, as to holy matters, 


as he was with reſpect to profane things; the ho- 
ly ſcripture is ſtrictly followed in this piece, every 
thing is fine, every thing is great, every thing is 
treated with dignity. You have ſeen what the 
Chevalier wrote to me ; his praiſes and tears are 
agreeable, The K, and Q. of E. were at the re- 


preſentation 


MARCHIONESS DE SE'VIGNE. 
preſentation of it on Saturday ; would to God, my 
dear girl could have been preſent ! 


Your long letter has given me great 
pleaſure, and anſwers very well to all the articles 


in mine ; but, child, it is too long, though it be 


written with wit, and a ſwiftneſs that the hand 
evinces. I cannot help feeling ſome anxiety at 


the number of letters that you write, and at your 


long refidence in your cloſet, from whence you 


mutt retire with a great pain in your back, a vio- 


lent one in your head, and much exhauſted; ſo 
that the pleaſure I receive in reading your letters 


is always blended with ſome chagrin, like every. 
thing elſe in life. For inſtance Avignon, which I 


do not mention for the reaſons you have given, 


is nevertheleſs a good place, and comes very @ pro- 


pos for your child; this is a paternal providence, 
for which we ſhould thank God ; and, on theother 
hand, the wind, the tempeſts, the hurricanes, the 
devils let looſe to fly away with your caſtle, have 
occaſioned an unexpected expence of a thouſand 
crowns. Why did not this dæmon carry away 
the ruinated building of Carcaſſonne? where was 
the Coadjutor ?—Ah! my dear girl, what ha- 
vock, what univerſal ſhocks, what terror every 
where ſpread ! you paint this horrid ſcene like 
Virgil; but there was no one preſent to ſay guos 
go this ſtorm has been ſpoken of here. The 
Biſhop of Languedoc writes to. Coulanges, that 
he was under apprehenſions for the caſtle of Grig- 
nan, God preſerve you from ever paſling a winter 


there, whilſt there remains any other place or city 


in Frane .. FW 1 


I cannot 
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I cannot refrain ſaying a word or 
two more upon this marriage *, which becomes 
every day more ridiculous, The mother leaves 
them, becauſe ſhe ſays ſhe is ruined. I cannot 
help thinking what the Duke de F. ſays is very 
pleaſant, and that he is in the right; the wiſdom 
and pride of M. de M. need not frighten them, 
as heis their kinſman. At length the marriage of 
Madame de Coiſlin with M. 6 Rinichiomont ſeems 
almoſt concluded; they have ſent to Rome, which 
is ſomething. Madame d' Arpajon is betrothed 
to-day at Verſailles to the Count de Rouci: it is 
ſaid that he told Madame d' Arpajon; Notwith- 
ſtand you are ugly, Miſs, I cannot help loving 
you.” All the other matches I mentioned to you 
are not certain. I expect our courtiers to-morrow. 
Ir is to be hoped that your ſon will ſome time or 
other be fond of reading; nothing but this hope 
prevents my being afflicted; his youthful pranks 
entirely engage w_ and take up all his time. 


You mention Brittany, and you a 
ſet forth all the reaſons that ſhould induce me to C 
go thither. It is true that M. de Chaulnes writes n 


to me inceſſantly to intreat me to go with Ma- | 1 
dame de Chaulnes, who will ſet out this Lent with | fa 
two coaches ; he promiſes to compleat all my bu- + 

c 


ſineſs for me, and to bring me back after the States 
adjourn, ſo that I can never have a better opportu- * 
nity. Madame de Chaulnes, on her ſide, ſolicits 
me, as you may believe. I have, moreover, a real 
occaſion to finiſh in that country two or three af- by 
fairs with the Abbe Charier, who deſires me not to 

loſe the opportunity of his ſtay in Brittany, which 


See the. letters of January 10, 19, 31. = 
| will 
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will not continue much after the riſing of the 
States; he will then repair to Lyons, and offer to 
accompany me to Grignan: ſuch, my dear girl, 
is my ſituation; put yourſelf in my place, figure 
to yourſelf the circumſtances and opportunities 
that offer, and then give me your advice; for I 
will have your approbation, and I intreat you to 
believe, that after this neceſſary journey for my bu- 
ſineſs, I ſhall be entirely yours, as my heart and 


inclination compel me. 


Paulina is not then perfect; I ſhould 
never have thought that the chief of her imperfec- 
tions, would have been ignorance in point of re- 
ligion ; you mult inſtruct her, which you are ve- 
ry capable of doing, it is your duty, and you have 
good books to aſſiſt you: and, in return, your ſiſ- 
ter- in-law the abbeſs will teach her the world. 
Your opinion of M. de Lauſun muſt be raiſed, 
the King has admitted him again to court; 
this is a great object which ſurprizes all the world, 
and which enrages the Princeſs. He had ſaid that 
Calais was in a very bad condition, and the gover- 
nor * had given a very il] reception to the Queen : 
M. Ce Charot has proved both aſſertions to be 
falſe. I ſaw Corbinelli at Madame Coulanges, 
he has got Molinos + in his head. Adieu, my 
dear child, I am entirely your s, Which is an im- 
proper way of expreſſing one's ſelf 


Armand de Bethune, Duke de Charot, 
+ A Speniſh prieſt, author of a new myſtical cine n 


dy the name of Quietiſm. 


LETTER 


— — —— — 
. 


- — 
. — ſʃ' A OE ea ee ns. 


CA A FEE ?˙: er eee tetra ety 


96 LETTERS OF THE 
2 TT TT-ER DOA. 
To Madame de Grignan. 


Paris, Medneſday, February q, 1689, 
Oos two Grignans are re- 


turned, which charms me; their abſence was very 
tedious to me; your ſon is too handſome, I ſcarce 
dare tell you fo, as I know it hurts you. He is 
quite habituated to the court, he 1s delighted with 


being there, and is beloved by all the world. The 


Chevalier is entirely ſatisfied with him. You are 


much in the right, to prefer ſo many good qualities 
to the height of his ſhape ; but he is not ſhort, he 


will, at leaſt, be the ſize of the Chevalier; and 
his figure is, indeed, very noble and agreeable. 


The Abbe Tetu gives you a thou- 
ſand thanks for your kindneſs ; he has carried his 


vapours to Verſailles; he has mentioned me to 


Madame de Maintenon to ſee Eſther : ſhe gave 
him a more favourable anſwer than I deſerved : I 
ſhall go to St. Cyr on Saturday or Tueſday, I ſhall 
ſpeak of you, and pity your not being able to ſee 
this miracle ; there will be one every year for the 
conſolation of the abſentees. 


Friday, February 11. 


I have informed you how well ſa- 

tified M. de Charot is with his maſter, and his 
. l — 

2 
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maſter with him; and tbat M. de Lauſun's aſſer- 
tions have done no harm to any one, but himſelf; 
nevertheleſs he is admitted as before; he is in- 
debted for this, it is ſaid, to the K. of E. Eſther 
continues to be repreſented. Madame de Cailus, 

who was the Champmele of the performers, does 
not act any more: ſhe was too good and too feel- 
ing an actreſs; nothing but the pureſt ſimplicity of 
theſe little innocent ſouls is required; I will give 
you a very good account of every thing, Madanie 
de Chaulnes journey into Britanny, -neither ap- 
proaches, nor is it certain ; I will inform you from 
time to time of the ſituation of this affair. 


| Madame d' Arpajon is now Madame 
de Rouci: there is no talk of Madame de la 
Marck's marriage with any one. Coiſlin's nup- 
tials have not yet taken place, this child is very dif- 
ficult to chriſten. You are too lively upon the 
ſcore of your diſagreeable ſermon; it was ſufficient 
to have ſet the convent on fire: you are in Pro- 
vence obliged to liſten to ſtrange preachers, We 
were not under any uneaſineſs with reſpe& to the 


15 tardineſs of the courier; but we ſhould admire the 
is accident that made him miſs juſt the day that we 
to were more deſirous than uſual of receiving your 
ve lettets; whereupon the Chevalier ſaid, God 1s God. 
| 7 | 
all 5 Nothing, my child, is more cer- 
ſee ' tain than that all your illneſs ariſes from writing 
the too much; y3u are ſenſible of it, but you will 


not own it. You ſhould walk a little, and take 
the air when it is fine weather; you have very de- 
lightful hours, as we have here, and now, for in- 
ſa- WW tance; it is very ſerene: the month of February 
bis is much finer than the month of May; it mult 
«Xx - Vol IK - F then 
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then be hot at Aix : let me adviſe you to take 
ſome exerciſe, for it is death to be always confired 
to your box of a cabinet: the thoughts of it Rifle 
me. 


f | I ſupped laſt night at M. de La- 
moignon's with the Ducheſs de Lude, who was 
returned from court, Madame de Coulanges, M. 
de Beauvais, and M. de Troyes. Whilſt we 
were at ſupper, Madame de Meri diſguiſed your 
ſon with ſome old black petticoats, which were put 
on ſo well, and made him appear ſuch a whimſical 
figure, that every one ſpoke to him: he went to 
Monſieur's, who talked to him a good while with- 
out knowing him, as well as M. de Chartres; 
he anſwered every one very ſmartly : this will 
. teach him a little effrontery, though, in truth, 
the Chevalier will tell you he does not want 
for it. Adieu, my deareſt and moſt amiable 
girl, you are going to Marſeilles, there will you 
ſee, in my opinion, the fineſt coup d oeil in nature. 


EAXEXEXEXEXSEXEEERXERL 
LETTER DCLIV. 
To the fame. 
m ̃ 1685 


Fj OU dwell too much upon 
our uneaſineſs, it has not been ſo exceſſive; when 
we know that no one had received any letters from 
Provence, we were under no apprehenſions, apd 


only concluded that the courier was not yet * = 
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Ft is true we are not pleaſed with your ſore throat, 
and leſs in the ſerene air of Aix than elſewhere, 
and as we were very deſirous of hearing from you, 
your letters coming to hand gave us great 
pleaſure; all this is very natural, and what muſt 
have been your caſe. You ſay that you have been 
to blame, that you walked in the rain, which gave 
you cold; we are of your opinion, and as we take 
your word for your being to blame, we cannot help 
ſcolding you—whereupon you ſcold us inturn, and 
ſo we go on. We are far from diſſuading you to 
walk ; quite the contrary, my dear girl ; , walk and 
take exetciſe, breathe the fine air you are in, do not 
always be immured in that dark palace *, nor in 
that box of a cabinet; uſe your horſes, or elſe 
they will burſt as well as yourſelf : but ſhut your- 
ſelf up when it is cold, and you have a fore throat; 
and, above all, do not repent of having made us 


_ privy to the ſtate of your health; we love truth, 


and therefore, my dear, do not deceive us. M.du 
Bois, who is Madame de la Fayette's phyſician as 
well as mine, wants alſo to be your's ; he wants 
to write to you, to preſcribe for you bleeding in 
the foot, and then to take the herb perriwincle, 
which will reſtore your health and purify your 
blood: this, he ſays, is ſound reaſon and a ſure 
remedy. What greatly afflicts me, is the melancholy 
ſtate of your caſtle, as well from the violence of 
the winds, as the rage of the Coadjutor, equally 
fatal as the ſtorm ; how great is his extravagance | 
to build and unbuild, juſt like the little girls who 
work upon a bit of canvaſs: he does exactly the 


ſame ; he turns your houſe upſide down it is alittle 


Maintenon camp, the air of which will not be 
* M. de Grignan lived at Aix in the old palace belonging to 


F 2 leſs 


the Counts of Provence, 
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Teſs fatal F. You ſhould really come to Paris, as 
there is no place to lodge you ſecurely. I do not 
believe M. de Grignan will let you paſs the ſum- 
mer in ſo diſagreeable a ſituation, ſo incommodious 
for you, and ſo pernicious to your health, I will 


tell you, daughter, what I think, ſome place of 


ſafety muſt be procured for you: but what does 
M. de Grignan ſay to this rage? I do not believe 
ſuch a conduct can be paralleled, to come and 
overthrow the caſtle of his fathers, and to make it 
uninhabitable. I am going to write to M. de la 
Garde, Iam perſuaded he will be of our opinion, 


I will not yet think upon the depar- 
ture of our poor Grignans, this ſenſibly affects 
me; and I, with you, admire the Chevalier's 
reſolution: the God of hoſts will ſupport him, for 
nothing leſs will ſuſtain him. Madame de Cbaul- 
nes informs me that I ſhall fee Eſther, that Ma- 
dame de Coulanges is to accompany me to Ver- 


ſailles, and that we ſhall have her equipage, for 1 


go only upon this condition. Wherefore I give 
the Chevalier his liberty, who was to have con- 
ducted me after dinner: he is going to pay his 
court, a commiſhon I am charmed to think he can 
execute, but am chagrined it muſt be in leaving 
this little chamber, which is all that makes this diſ- 
mal hotel de Carnavalet ſupportable and ſocial ; 
except this, every one is in his hole. Adieu, my 
deareſt and moſt amiable girl, I embrace you a 
thouſand times. My God, how rapidly does all 


* The digging of the ground occaſioned a general diſorder 
arnong the troops in the camp of Maintenon, who were employed 
during the peace in the works carrying on for the canal from the 


"river Eure, from the year 1688, to the year 1684. 
your 
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your thoughts paſs in review before me!] how cer- 
tain it is that I participate of every thing that in- 
tereſts you! | | 


NE LI 
LETTER DMT 


To the ſame. 


* 


Paris, Wedneſday, February 16, 1689. 


| ; | HE Chevalier is ſtill at Ver- 
ſailles, but I expect him this evening. The Mar- 
quis dined the other day with me; I converſed a 
good deal with him, and I can aſſure you, I was 
greatly pleaſed with him. An air of truth and 
modeſty runs through all he fays, which does not 
in the leaſt reſemble the ſtyle of thoſe young giddy 
people, who always appear either as fools or lyars. 
He related to me all the fatigues of his journey 
from Philipſburg, which were very great; little 
d' Auvergne had the fever for four days, out of mere 
wearineſs ; the Marquis is vigorous, and ſuſtains 
very bravely this firſt trial; he related to me all 
his other adventures, an account of all the blows 
that were given on every ſide of him, and the con- 
tuſion he received; and this, without any oſtenta- 
tion, with a cool ſedate air of truth, which gives 
infinite pleaſure. I love to converſe with him, 
and he loſes no opportuniy of doing it; he ſupped 
yeſterday with M. Furgot, and ſome young folks 
at little Ja Martilliere's who is ſo rich, and he re- 
turned at midnight, 1 gone to the horſe- mar- 
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ket about his equipage; he will write to you to- 
night, he loves you, and is ſenſible of your extreme 
tenderneſs; youdo nothing for him, with which he 
is not as much affected as you can defire ; he has 
no occaſion to be reminded upon this ſubject. 


I dined yeſterday with Madame de 
Goileau; this was a company of wits ; here were 
Abbe de Polignac, Abbe de Rohan, his doctor, 
Abbe David, and Corbinelli; after dinner they 
diſcuſſed, very agreeably, the philoſophy of your 
father Deſcartes; it was with much difficulty they 
were able to comprehend the motion given to a 
ball puſhed by another, they were inclinable to 
think that the firſt communicated its motion, and 
you know the Abbe Polignac and Corbinelli muſt 
have roared upon the occaſion ; this diverted me, 
and made me remember my dear little Carteſian, 
who I was ſo fond of liſtening to, though unwor- 
thily. From thence I went to Madame de la Fay- 
ette's, where, by good fortune, I met with no- 
body but M. de Pomponne, and M. de Barillon : 
here we paſſed two hours agreeably, and the more 
ſo, as we were very ſeldom ſo lucky. They ſay 
that the Engliſh parliament have made the Prince 
of Orange an elective King, ſaying that this here 
| has deſerted his kingdom, and broke the treaty be- 
tween Sovereign and ſubjects; that his flight is an 
abdication ; and that they are willing to render that 
kingdom elective. In fact, the parliament would 
not allow the Princeſs of Orange to be Queen : 
theſe were the reports of yeſterday. The Cheva- 
lier will bring us ſome newsfrom Verſailles. Some 
ſay with regard to the K. of E's coolneſs, that 
when one hears him, one may eaſily know the 


cauſe of his being here. 
= ; I ſhall 
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] ſhall not go before Saturday to St. 
Cyr with M. de Lamoignon and Madame de Cou- 
langes, who have promiſed to return with me. I 
ſhall give you an account of this journey. Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes' does not now make any men- 
tion of her's; all I know is, that ſhe would be 
very glad to take me with her; I leave her to ſet- 
tle her affairs. I ſhall ſeal my letter to- night, af- 
ter the Chevalier's return. | 


Eight o'clock at night. 


The Chevalier is not arrived. I 
imagine he is willing to ſtay till all the general 
officers are named, to know each one's deſtina- 
tion. I have ſeen Madame de Chaulnes and Ma- 


dame de Coulanges, and they are. quite charmed 
with Eſther. The firſt embraces and loves you, 


and wants to take me with her into Britanny, and 
ſhe aſks your leave; but as ſhe is here about ſome 
buſineſs, ſhe will not ſet out ſo ſoon as expected. 
Madame de Coulanges has avenged your cauſe with 
Marſhal d'Eftr&es lady *. She told her, finding 
her quite filent upon the panegyric of Eſther, 
«© You certainly, Madame, mult have renounced 
ever 3 any things as you do not praiſe this 
piece.” Madame d'Eftrees is enraged at Madame 
de Coulanges, who deſires you to conſole yourſelf 
at not being praiſed by the marſhal's lady, as ſhe 
does not praiſe Eſther. _— 5 


* Mary-Margaret Morin, wife to John, Count d' Eſtrées, 
marſhal and vice · admiral of France. nas 
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CDC CDC D Conn edeDd} 
EL 64 KACELEYS 
To the ſame. 
Pajis, N e, 


H E Chevalier returned pretty 
well laſt night; he has got an intermitting cold, 
and which, under the roſe, appears to me a gouty 
humour. The Marquis, after having given or- 
ders for his equipage, is, in turn, going to pay his 
court, and paſs two or three joyous days at Ver- 
ſailles. Madame de Coulanges is returned from 
thence and St. Cyr ; ſhe was perfectly well re- 
ceived there, ſeated next to Madame de Main- 
tenon, and has laid in an additional ſtock of praiſes 
and news. She will return thither with me to- 
morrow, we wait for an anſwer ; for the throng 
is ſo great, that I ſhall-riot think of going till I 
have ſet out. I informed you of what Madame 
de Coulanges ſaid to Madame d'Eftrees, the ſcene 
paſſed at M. de Croiſſi's, when the whole company 
burſt out a laughing, which diſconcerted the mar- 
ſhal's lady, and encouraged Madame de Coulanges, 
who ſaid in a low voice to M. de Charot; * Only 
think, ſhe never would praiſe: Madame de Grig- 
nan any more than Eſther.” Preſently the con- 
verſation turned upon M. de Charot's flames. 
Madame de Coulanges mentioned Madame de 
Briſſac *, and yourſelf, The poor man's taſte was 
approved ; but Madame d'Eftrees was for applaud- 


* Gabrielle-Loviſa de Saint Simon, Ducheſs of Briſſac, died 
Febeuary 24, 1684. ; 
| ing 


M AR CHTON ESG DE SE'VIGNE'.. Og 
ing Madame de Briſſac's wit, when Madame de 
Coulanges obſerved, “ That as to wit, Madame 
de Grignan was as much ſuperior to her, as the 
eyes of Madame de Briſſac were above thoſe of 
Madame de Grignan.“ Every one agreed, and 
Madame d'Eftrees was again diſconcerted. Ca- 
naples afterwards ſaid, he had never ſeen any thing 
ſo handſome as you, and that Madame de Maza- 
rin was of the ſame opinion, and that he had heard 
her ſay twenty times, that of all the faces ſhe had 
ever ſeen, none pleaſed her ſo much as your's ; 
that you had every kind of grace and proportion; 
this was agreed to. Madame d'Eſtrees did not dare 
open her mouth, and this mute lioneſs, with her 
' paws acroſs, like that which you formerly ſaw, ap- 
peared ſo new a prodigy, that no one could refrain 


ſpeaking of her, and Madame de Coulanges was. 
complimented for the. working of a miracle, which. 


nothing but her vivacity could have wrought.. Ma- 
dame d' Eſtrees complained in a whiſper of the 
reproach ſhe had received about Eſther, and that 
it was intended as an affront.” It muſt be owned, 
however, that Madame de Coulanges is an un- 
grateful woman, as the marſhal's lady never tore 
her eyes out. | 


The Chevalier has wrote to you 
about England, we expect to hear what they have 
done, after having faid that their King was no lon- 


ger King, after he had left the kingdom; we 


ſhould know whether they have elected another. 
Nine o clock at niglt. 

At length we have received ſome 

news from England, which is very favourable. 
The Prince of Orange is not yet maſter: things 
Fe | are 
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are not done in ſuch a hurry, and war will not be 
declared in a moment, as was imagined, It will not 
be fo dreadful this year, as we are only upon the 
defenfive : but you will have many pangs, 
many needleſs apprehenſions, if you will not 

- diverted from them; you will not for one mo- 
ment turn aſide from the dragoons, which I ſee 
are ready to devour you ; but our dragoons wil] 
not bite, for I find, my deareſt child, that I am 
going into Britanny with Madame de Chaulnes ; 
every thing induces me to take this journey : be- 
ſides its being agreeable to me, I muſt neceſſarily 
Jook about the eſtate I have there, and which is 
- dwindling to nothing, unleſs the capacity of the 
Abbe Charier and my preſence can reftore it. I 
muſt therefore have the reſolution to undertake this 
journey, at the riſk of my life, and the price of my 
affection, which would naturally haſten me to you, 
my dear Counteſs. 5 


FF 
r el 
To the ſame. | 
Paris, Monday, February 21, 1689. 


IT is certain that we are moſt 
cruelly ſeparated from each other: it is enough to 
make one ſhudder. I would have added to it the 
diſtance from hence to the Rocks or Rennes; but 
this cannot take place ſo ſoon. Madame de Chaul- 

nes wants to fee the iſſue of many matters; and I 
| | am 
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am only afraid that ſhe will ſet out too late, con- 
ſidering my intentions of returning next winter, 
for ſeveral reaſons, the firſt of which is, I am 
thoroughly perſuaded, that M. de Gignan will be 
obliged to return tobe created a Chevalier, and that 
you cannot take a better opportunity to eſcape from 
your falling, uninhabitable caſtle, and come and 
pay your court a little with the Knight of the Order, 


who will not be ſuch till that time. I paid mine 


the other day at St. Cyr, much more agreeably 
than I expected. We went on Saturday; that is, 
Madame de Coulanges, Madame de Bagnols, the 
Abbe Tetu, and myſelf. We found our places 
kept; an officer told Madame de Coulanges, that 
Madame de Maintenon had ordered a place to, be 
kept for her next herſelf ; you ſee what honour is 
paid her. As to you, Madame, ſaid he, you may 
chuſe. I placed myſelf with Madame de Bignols, 
in the ſecond row behind the Ducheſſes. M-rſhal 
de Bellefond came, and placed himſe'f by choice 
on my right hand, and before were the Ducheſſes 
D*Auvergne, de Coiſlin, and de Sully. The 
Marſhal and I liſtened to the tragedy with re- 
markable attention, paying it ſome eulogiums in a 
low voice, that were very well placed. I cannot 
acquaint you with the extreme harmony of this 
piece: it is a performance not eaſy to repreſent, 
and is inimitable : it is the union of muſic, poetry, 
ſinging, and character, ſo perfect and complete, 
that it exceeds one's utmoſt wiſhes, The young 
ladies, who repreſent kings and great perſonages, 
ſeem to be made on purpoſe. It. commands at- 
tention, and the only diſpleaſure arifing from it is, 
that ſo fine a production ſhould come to a con- 


eluſion. It is fraught with innocence and ſimpli- 


city, and it is at the ſame time ſublime and af- 


ſecting; 
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fecting; the ſacred hiſtory is ſo faithfully pre- 
ſerved, as to make it reſpectable; all the airs cor- 


reſponding with the words, which are taken from 
the Pſalms or Wiſdom, are interwoven with the 
ſubject, and are ſingularly beautiful; the taſte 
and attention of the audience aſcertain the appro- 
bation the piece receives. I was delighted with it, 
as well as the Marſhal, who quitted his box to ac- 
quaint the King how much he was ſatisfied, and 
that he was ſeated next a lady, who was very 


worthy of ſeeing the performance of Eſther. The 


King approached our ſeat, and after having turned 
about, he addrefled himſelf to me, ſaying, Ma- 
dame, I am informed the piece has given you ſa- 
tisfation.” I replied, without the leaſt ſurprize, 
& Sire, I am delighted; what I feel is beyond the 
deſcription of -words!” The King ſaid; © Ra- 
eine is very ſenſible.” And I replied, < Sire, he 
is indeed ; but really theſe young people are alſo 
very ſenſible: they enter into the ſubject as if it 
had been their ſole employment.” © As to that, 
he rejoined, it is true.” And then his Majeſty re- 
tired, leaving me the object of univerſal envy. 
As I was almoſt the only new ſpectator, the King 
took ſome pleaſure in obſerving my ſincere admi- 
ration, without noiſe or parade. The Prince and 
Princeſs came and ſpoke a word to me; Madame 
de Maintenon flaſhed: upon me, and then retired 
with the King. I anſwered every one, being very 
happy. We returned at night with flambeaux. I 
ſupped at Madame de Coulanges, to whom the 
King ſpoke with-an air of being at home, which 
gave him a very amiable ſweetneſs. 1 ſaw the 
Chevalier at night. - I related to him quite na- 
turally my little proſperities, not being willing to 
conceal them, without reaſon, as ſome people do. 


+ Im 


ri 


He was pleaſed, and here I ' conclude upon this 
head. I am aſſured he did not afterwards thipk I 
had been guilty of ridiculous vanity, nor puffed 
up with the tranſports of a city lady Aſk him. 
M. de Meaux ſpoke to me a good deal about you, 
as did alſo the Prince. I pitied you for not being 
preſent ; but how was it poſſible? one cannot be 
every where. You were at your opera of Mar- 
ſeilles. As Abs is not only too happy, but too 
charming, it 1s impoſſible you could have been 
tired with him. Paulina muſt have been ſurpriſed 
at ſuch a ſpectacle; ſhe has no right to wiſh for a 
more perfect one. I have fo agreeable an idea 
of Marſeilles, that I am perſuaded you are 
amuſed there; and I will back the diſſipations of 
that place againſt thoſe of Aix. | | 


s 


But that very Saturday, after the re- 
preſentation of charming Eſther, the King was in- 
formed of the death of the young Queen of Spain &, 
who was carried off in two days, by a violent vo- 
miting—this has very much the air of foul play. 
The King acquair..ed Monſieur with it the next 


day, which was yeſterday ; great was the grief 


upon the occaſion, Madame wept bitterly, and 
the King retired in a flood of tears. ES 


It is ſaid there is good news from 
England; not only the P. of O. is not elected 
King nor Protector; but he is given to underftand, 
that he and his troops have nothing to do but re- 
turn—this ſhortens our ſolicitude. If this news 
ſhould gain ground, our Britanny will be in leſs 


* Maria-Louiſa of Orleans, daughter of Monſſeur and of Hen- 


rietta-Ann of England, his firſt wife. 


. agitation, 
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agitation, and my ſon will not have the mortifica- 
tion to command the nobility of the viſcounty of 
Rennes, and the barony of Vitre. They have 
elected him, againſt his will, to be at their head, 
Another would be greatly elated with this honour; 
but he is much diſpleaſed, not liking, under any 
title whatever, to take the field on that ſide. 


| | Your ſon is gone to Verſailles, to 
divert himſelf during the carnival ; but he has met 
with the queen of Spain's mourning. He would 
have returned ere this, if his uncle was not upon 
the point of going to meet him. This is a very ſor- 
rowful carnival, and a great mourning. I ſupped 
laſt night with M. Camus, the Lieutenant- Civil, 
where I met with the Ducheſs du Lude, Madame 
de Coulanges, Madame de St. Germain, the Che- 
valier Grignan, M. de Troyes and Corbinelli, 
We were very joyful; we ſpoke of you ina very 
friendly manner, and our eſteem for you could 
not fail making us regret your abſence: in a 
word, a lively remembrance of you brought it freſh 
to our minds. | 


Madame de Urfurt is dying of a 

malignant fever, and Madame de Ja Vieuville of 

the ſmall-pox. Adieu, my moſt amiable girl; 

you may be perſuaded that of al} the provincial 

1 M. de Grignan is the moſt agreeably 
tuated, 3 | 


LETTER 
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LETTER DCLVIIL 
To the fame. 
Paris, Ab- Wedneſday, February 23, 1689. 


Y dear child, the life you 
lead at Marſeilles 8 me. I love that city, 


which is a nonparei 
Paulina's ſincere admiration; how natural ! how 


juſt ! how novel all her ſurprizes muſt be! how 


pretty I think her ! her diſpoſition greatly pleaſes 
me. Methinks I love her, and that you do not 
love her enough. You want her to be all per- 
fection. Did ſhe wager ſhe would be ſuch when 
ſhe left her convent? You do not do her juſtice; 
for who is there without faults? Do you, in con- 
ſctence, expect ſhe ſhould be without any? 
Whence can this hope ariſe? It is not in nature: 
you would then have her a prodigious prodigy, as 
never was ſeen, Methinks if I were with you, I 
ſhould do her ſome good offices, in nothing more 


than correcting a little your imagination, and in 


aſking you, if a young girl, who thinks of nothing 
but pleaſing and improving, who loves and fears 
you, and who has a great ſhare of wit, is not in 


the firſt rank of excellence? Theſe are the dictates 


of my heart in favour of my dear Paulina, whom 
I love, and whom I intreat you immediately to 
embrace, for the love you bear me. Add to this 
her good conſcience, which makes her renounce 

5 the 
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— ͤͤ— 1 = 


— — — — —᷑— ——— — - . 2 _ = . 
— — Oo EIS - — — —— EI 
OOO mers IInos oy atone = ron oregon co — rys * — — 
2 Se . * ors x 225 . 2 my. x CR 
7's — 0 I bone 
az | * 
2 1 . 
—— 


. 4 — N — ATT 
TRIES 5 K — - 
. . ]—XÄ1öN Ig 
— 2 — I 


— — — — 


r 
Is 
2 


. 
— - « 


—— 


AY "Px - 2 
— — — 


— — - 


— 


8 


HE = ä ——— — 
4 , Fs „ — 
— * 


— 
— 9 


— <_—_——__— SY tp . 4 — ——— rr — 
— ee — > — 


Ser moot — — 
1 W * 


Ln 
— 


— . — 


K- — — —— —— - 
— I. _ 


112 LETTERS OF. THE 


the compact, when ſhe ſees the conjurors perform 
their necromancies. This life, though agreeable, 
muſt have fatigued you: it is too much for you, my 
dear child; you go to bed late and you riſe early: 
I have had ſome apprehenſions for your. health. 
The reaſon I don't talk to you about mine, is that 
it is ſuch as I wiſh yours to be, and I have nothing 
to ſay upon that head. 


6 You conſtantly think of me too ob- 
ligingly: you reaſon very well upon my journey 
into Britanny, and I will conſider of it; and if 
Madame de Chaulnes did not go-for what can 
one tell? We muſt ſee how the commands are 


diſpoſed of; if, then, ſhe did not go, I would go on 


my own account to Nantes, whither I would ſend 
for the Abbe Charier, as it is impoſſible to. leave 
that eſtate any longer in its preſent confuſion. We 
have time enough, at leaſt till after Eaſter, we 
do not think of ſetting out during Lent, I 
think I have told you we ſupped laſt Sunday with 
the Lieutenant-Civil : on Monday we were at M. 
de Lamoignon's, with Coulanges, and the Abbe 
Bigorre, when we were very familiar. On Tueſ- 
day we were at Madame de Coulanges, with Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes and the Divines, quite free, and 
retired about eleven. This morning I was at 
Aſh-maſs, and am now writing in much repoſe, 
to my dear girl. Such is the life of your poor 
mama, whilſt the Chevalier and Pf are at Ver- 
failles, where all diverſions have ceaſed to make 
way for the deep forrow of Monſieur and Ma- 
dame. This poor Queen of Spain, a year older 


* FElizabeth-Charlotte, Palatine of the Rhine, mother-in- 
Jaw to the Queen of Spain, 2 5 ; 
; | than 
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than her mother, died in the ſtrange manner ſhe 
did: ſhe was taken, on the 10th of this month, 
with ſuch an exceſſive and violent vomiting, that 
no remedy could afford her any relief, and until the 
12th at noon, when ſhe died, the had not one 
moment's time to breathe, M. de Rabenac writes, 
that nothing is ſo worthy of admiration as her cou- 
rage and reſolution, with great ſentiments 'of 
Chriſtianity, telling the King the had no regret at 
quitting life, that ſhe was dying of her natural 
death, though ſhe had juſt before faid, like the late 
Madame * ; but like her too ſhe repented of having 
faid it: in a word, no mention is made of poiſon, 
this word is forbid at Verſailles, and throughout 
France; but the poor Princeſs is dead, and this is: 
a real loſs in the preſent ſtate of affairs; Thoſe: 
of England are ſtrangely ſpoken of; they have: 
elected, after great oppolition, that madman the 
P. og 6. and he has been crowned; the contrary: 
report prevailed a week . all that can be 
ſaid i is, _ are Engliſh. | moot « | 


84 Madame de I Vieundlla FY is fo | 
of every kind of corruption, doubtleſs ſurpriſed to» 
find herſelf ſo ſoon by the fide of her father-i in-law 
at the Minimes (of the Place Royale ke 
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died at St. Cloud, June 29, 1670, of a violent cholic, in . 
26th year of her age. | 
T Ann- Lucy de la Mette-Houdancourt. 
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LETTER DCLIX. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, February 25, 1689. 


UR two Grignans returned 


from Verſailles, an hour after I ſealed my letter. 


The Chevalier will acquaint you how this captain 
took his leave, how the King looked at him with 
a good-natured air, how his company was enquired 
after, and his journey to Chalons. He will have 
the honour to fer out the firſt, and to ſet the exam- 
ple; this zeal of a young novice is very proper; 
he rallies very prettily with thoſe who aſk why he 
ſets out ſo ſoon, he tells them he has a colonel 
who hunts him; the colonel * defends himſelf 
very-well on his part, and I can affure you nothing 
can be better, or do them ſo much honour at fo 
little expence ; he has no buſineſs, he is delighted 


with running about, and being a martinet ; he will 
have time enough to repoſe himſelf at Philippeville, 


and as wellas his equipage; and he will bequite freſh 
when he begins to march. I am become quite a miſer 
with reſpect to Puſ5, which you know is always the 
caſe when the time of departure grows near ; he 
is to eat with me; I ſhall carry him to dine with 
Madame de Chaulnes and Madame de Coulanges, 
to take his leave of them : and I ſhall huſhand the 


The Chevalier de Grignan. 
. i ſeven 


MaRCHIONESS DE SE'VIGNE'., 115 
ſeven or eight days we have ſtill to be together. 
But, my dear child, do not go far to ſeek anxiety; 
do not allow your fancy to make you uneaſy; 
there is no reaſon for it at preſent, your ſon will 
be as well in his garriſon as here; it is but fifty 
leagues off. 


Let me hear from you, my dear la- 
dy, your life at Marſeilles appeared to me very 
agreeable, For my part, I acknowledge I ſhould 
not have wit enough to be tired in the midft of the 
reſpe and ſincere demonſtrations you receive in 
your government; the Chevalier and I never agree 
upon this head. I very well know that you will 
think there is too much of it, and you muſt come 
and ſhake it off a little in this part of the world : 
but I ſee many people who would not think theſe 
honours paid once a year by people of rank and 
quality at all diſagreeable ; er ſeen them, and 
I have been ſurpriſed and affected; but every one 
to her taſte, 'I will ſtake the pretty whirlwind of 
Marſeilles, with the Chevaliers opera “ and necro- 
mancies, not forgetting Paulina's aſtoniſhment 
againſt viſits, and the ladies of Aix. Tell me who 
are your court ladies, for there are always favou- 
rites, 


i It is ſaid the K. of E. is going 
over to Ireland, this report is, at leaſt ſpread; 
but I vouch for nothing this year, it is the harveſt 
of lies. The court goes into mourning to- day for 


* When Madame de Sevigne was at Marſeilles in 1672, the 
confidered the numerovs officers of the gallies, almoſt all knights 
of Maltha, who came to ſee M. de Grignan, as one of the chief 


the 


ornaments of that city. 


— 
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the Queen of Spain. I ſhall finiſh this letter to- 
night, after your's comes to hand. 


Here is your letter of the 18th, 


my dear child; but ſay nothing to M. de Grignan, 
for he would laugh at me. I am charmed to find 
you are arrived at Aix; I recoile& there is a ſteey 
ſhocking precipice which extends a great way 
along the road, and which hurts me to think of it ; 
your leagues are inſupportable, it.is as far from 
Marſeilles to Aix, as it is from Paris to Meaux ; 


yes, I maintain it; I therefore thank you for ac- 
quainting me with your arrival. You muſt have, 


been very much fatigued to have ſupped with the 
Archbiſhop inſtead of going to bed. I am ſenſi- 
ble of the pleaſure you give M. de Grignan, in 


appearing in public with ſo good a grace : this 


complaiſance entitles you to much from him. He 
was apprehenſive that you were always hidden at 
home devoured. with the hyp ;; but I told him, 
c Sir, let her alone, ſhe will not do amiſs, or any 
thing that is ridiculous :” and really the manner 
in which you live is quite noble and perfectly ſen- 
fible, conſidering the ſituation you are in. How 
do all the miracles agree with you ? for they muſt 
inflit ſome corporeal pain. I perſevere in the re: 
ſolution of going into Britanny, notwithſtanding 
my heart ſtrongly inclines me to viſit you; but 1 
am not worthy of being your mother, you would 
have been a true Roman matron with the love you 
bear you country. Adieu, thou deareſt and mol; 
amiable woman. I ſhould write till to-morrow, 
my thoughts, my pen, my ink, all fly together; 
but my letter muſt go to the poſt, and I muſt not 
overwhelm you. | 17 1 =P 
The 
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5 The K. of E. has dined here with 
M. de Lauſun; he, after dinner, viſited Madůe- 
moiſelle. It is ſaid he is going over to Ireland, and 
that he has given the order of the Garter to M. de 
Lauſun. I ſhall anſwer for nothing this year, but 
that I love you moſt dearly. 


5B B W . 45 
en en 
To the ſame. 5 

Paris, Monday, me; 28, 1689. 


| HE Chevalier went yeſter- 
day to Verſailles to know his fate; for not finding 
himſelf in the liſts that have appeared, he wants 
to know whether he is intended to ſerve in the 
Dauphin's army, which has not yet been men- 
tioned. As he has ſaid he was capable of ſerving, 
he has a right to think he has not been forgotten; 
at all events it is not his fault, for he is one of the 
beſt, It is certain that the K. of E. has ſet out 
this morning for Ireland, where he is expected with 
impatience ; he will be better there than here. He 
will traverſe Britanny as ſwift as lightning; and 
go ſtraight to Breſt, where he will meet with 
marſhal d'Eir&es, and ſhips and frigates all ready; 
he carries 50,000 crowns. The King has given 
him ſufficient arms-for 10,000 men. As his B. 
Majeſty took his leave, he concluded by ſaying 
with a ſmile, That arms for himſelf were the 
only things that had been forgot :” the King gave 
him his own: the heroes of romance never did any 
| thing 
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thing more gallant, What will not this brave, 
but unhappy King do, with thoſe arms that 
have ever been victorious ? Here is the caſque 


. and cuiraſs of Rhenold and Amadis, and all the 


knight-errants in famous ſtory ; I will not ſay of 
Hector, for he was unfortunate. There is not an 
offer that can be ſuggeſted that the King has not 
made him; generofity and magnanimity have 


been carried to their utmoſt extremities M. 


d'Avaux is going with him, he ſat out two days 
ago. You will aſk why M. de Barillon + was not 
the perſon ? The reaſon is, as M. d'Avaux is per- 
fectly acquainted with the affairs of Holland, he 
is more uſeful, than he who is acquainted on] 

with thoſe of England. The Queen has ſhut her- 
ſelf up at Poiſſi with her ſon: ſhe will be near the 


King, and the fountain-head of intelligence ; ſhe 
is overwhelmed with grief, and a nephritic com- 
plaint, that makes it apprehended ſhe has got the 
ſtone; this Princeſs is really much to be pitied. 
You ſee, my dear child, it is the rage of chat- 


tering; that makes me write all this ; the Cheva- 


lier and the Gazette will inform you better than 
me. Your ſon has lived with me, I never leave 


him, and he is ſatisfied; he is going to take leave 
of the Miſs Caſtelnau's; but his heart has yet no 
attractions ; his duty and equipage take up his 
time; he is charmed at the thoughts of going, 
and ſetting the example to others. There is no 


particular object yet in view, there is no place to 


be beſieged, nor any battle to be fought ; we are 


2 


* John- Anthony de Meſmes, Count d'Avaux, nephew to 


Claudius de Meſmes, alſo Count d'Avaux, both celebrated for 
their ſuperior talents in negociation, and for the uncommon qua- 


lities of the heart and mind. 
+ M. de Barillon had been Ambaſſador to England. 


only 
1 8 
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only to ſtand upon the defenſive, but then ſo pow- 
erfully defenſive as to make our enemies tremble: 
never did a King of France ſee 300, ooo men on 


foot, ſuch ſpectacles were confined to the Kings of 


Perſia; every thing is new, every thing is mira- 
culous. : | 


: I carried the Marquis yeſterday to 
take his leave of Madame de la Fayette, and to 
ſup with Madame de Coulanges. I ſometimes 
take him to M. de Pomponne's, ſometimes to Ma- 
dame de Vins and the Marchioneſs d'Huxelles : 
to-morrow he will go to Madame du Pui-du-fou's 
and Madame de Lavardin's; and then he will wait 
for his uncle, and ſet out. towards the end of the 
week ; but, my dear child, muſter your courage 
upon this occaſion ; it is only a journey, and can 
be called nothing elſe at prefent. Let us enquire 
a little about Paulina, this little amiable pretty 


grand-daughter ; I ſhould never have thought ſhe - 


was of an untoward diſpoſition, I ſhould have 


thought her all ſweetneſs ; but do not curb her, ſne 


has ſenſe, ſhe loves you, and ſhe loves herſelf ; ſhe 
is willing to pleaſe, this is ſufficient to correct one's 
ſelf, and I aſſure you it is not in childhood that we 
are corrected, this requires a ſtate of reaſon ; ſelf- 
love, ſo fatal in many reſpects, is admirable in this 
regard; endeavour therefore to reaſon with her, 
without paſſion, without ſcolcing, without humi- 
liating her, for theſe revolt, and I will be anſwer- 
able for your making her a little prodigy, Conſi- 
der this as an affair of honour and conſcience : 
teach her to be a good houſewife ; it is a great thing 
to have wit and taſte as ſhe has. Eſther is not 
yet printed. I had a great mind to ſay a word or 
two about you to Madame de Maintenon, it was 
at 
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at my tongue's end; ſhe advanced ſome ſteps to 
ſpeak to me; but as the King, after what I told 
you had paſſed, retired to his apartment, ſhe fol- 
e. him; I had only time to teſtify by geſture 
-my thanks and acknowledgment; it was then all 
a whirlwind. M, de Meaux inquired after your 
health, I faid to the Prince as he paſſed quick 
along, how I pity theſe who are not here! he heard 
me, but every thing was in ſuch a hurry, that it 
was impoſſible to range a thought, Racine is go- 
ing to write another tragedy, the King has taken 
a taſte for theatrical productions, and nothing elſe 
will be {een : but the hiſtory of Either is ſingular, 
neither Judith, Ruth, nor any other ſubject could 
PR ſucceed fo well. 


Madame de Chaulnes is gone to 
Verſailles ; ; perhaps, ſhe is to aſſiſt her ſiſter-in- 
law ® to receive the Queen at Poiſſi. Nothing 
has yet tranſpired with reſpect to Britanny, we 
- muſt wait till the commandant is appointed +. You 
are very happy that no one comes to affiſt you in 
the execution of your office. M. de Grignan will 
give Chace to thoſe demons , who iffue from the 
; mountains, and then return to their holes. Here 
are many in Languedoc; M. de Broglio || and M. 
de Baſville & are in purſuit of ee ; they diſap- 
ar like ghoſts; and you likewiſe ſee armies in 

- the provinces that will not be of the leaſt utility. 


i) : The K. of E. yeſterday 1 
M. de 3 with the order of the Garter; 


* Charlotte d'Ailli, ſiſter to M. de Ehanee; Prior of Poiſſi. 
+ The Duke de Chaulnes, or Marſffal d*Eſtrees; 
1 The religioniſts, who made commotions at that time. 
| Commandant in Languedoc. | 

8 Intendant of Languedoc. 


41 


kind 
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kind of oath was read, which conſtitutes the cere- 
mony ; the King placed his collar on the other 
ſide of our's, and a St. George that he had from 
thelate King his father, which is ſet with diamonds, 
and is worth at leaſt 10,000 crowns. Whilſt the 
K. of E. was at Mademoiſellè's, M. de Lauſun 
went to Madame de la Fayette's with this orna- 
ment; Madame de la Fayette gazed at this blue 
ribbon, and as ſhe knew he had not that of France, 
ſhe did not any way comprehend this maſquerade 
ſhe was quite ſilent, and ſo was he, The K. of 
E. muſt, however, think himſelf obliged to him, 
as he treats him ſo well. The King told M. de 
Lauſun that this order was no excluſion to his own: 
in this caſe, that they may not croſs each other, 
he will put the order of France like others un- 
der his coat, and will let the St, George hang to 
his right fide with a blue ribbon. This little man's 
ſtars are very extraordinary. 


Eight o'clock at night, 


I am juſt returned from M. de Pom- 
ponne's; I have heard him reaſon upon the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs, he finds that all the high moun- 
tains begin to level. The Iriſh buſineſs goes on 
admirably, and fo compleatly engages the P. of 
O. that there is nothing to fear upon our coaſts. 
Even the Lords, who have elected the P. of O. 
againſt their will, have proteſted againſt the vio- 
lence of the lower houſe, alledging that a Kin 
cannot be elected, until the kingdom be . 
vacant by judicial judgment. All this is very good, 
no vigorous meaſures are to be taken; if Spain 
were to declare, we ſhould arm rather on the ſide 
of Navarre than of Flanders, as this would be a 

Vol. IX. 8 moſt 
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moſt certain means of gaining poſſeſſion of the lat- 


ter. In a word, it appears that we are ſo ſtrong and 


powerful, that we have nothing to do but keep 
our places, and make a good appearance, Let this 
be your manner of reaſoning, till at Jeaſt you ſee 
ſomething to the contrary, and let not your trou- 


ble begin ſo ſoon; it is a pity to throw away your 


grief in this manner. I wiſhed you preſent at this 
eonverfation. I know no other news. The Che- 
valier will come to-morrow. The Abbe Pigorre 
has juſt informed me that the preſident Barantin 
dropt down dead this morning whilſt he was ſeated 


in his place in the Great Council. Adieu, dear 
child, do not amuſe yourſelf by anſwering me with 


a long letter. Conſider how many harangues here 
are, to which you have nothing more to ſay than 
Amen. I have a thouſand friendly compliments to 
pay you from M. de Lamoignon, Madame de La- 
vardin, and Madame de Mouci ; every thing till 
ſhines with the remembrance of you. f 


rr Mn 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, March 2, 1689. 


| HROVE Tueſday is not an 
indifferent day to Paulina; I cannot help ſcolding 
you, my dear child, for not having ſent her ina 
retty manner to the good Langlee's, to dance à 
little with Madame d'Oraiſon ; what harm would 


there have been in allowing her this little paſtime? 
. 54-4, 408 
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J am aſſured that this little girl is very pretty, that 
ſhe has a good air, and ſupports herſelf well, and 
even eclipſes more regular beauties. I alſo ſcold 
ou for reading all your letters when you go to bed; 
i know it is ſcarcely poſſible for you to keep them 
till the next day; but you muft ſuppoſe that ſleep 
is not neceſſary, for beſides there being many things 
that may create diſagreeable thoughts, if there 
were nothing but reflections and news, it would 
not be a whit better; before the imagination has 
ſeparated theſe things, the night elapſes: ſo that 
as you know I tell the truth, ſettle theſe matters for 
the benefit of your health. I took my Marquis 
yeſterday to Madame du Pui-du-fou's ; ſhe is grown 
very old. M. de Mirepoix, who had already been 
there to ſee me once, returned a ſecond time, and 
each time all his eonverſation turned upon his con- 
deſcenſion in marrying to pleaſe his family. The 
little puppet is dying of the ſpleen in this dreary 
houſe. -I afterwards went to Madame de Lavar- 
din's, to whom I remembered you ; ſhe embraced 
your ſon ſeveral times, and ſhe loves you dearly, 
as well as Madame de Mouci ; but this laſt is in 
the third heaven, ſhe has loſt a ſiſter, who was a 
nun, for whom ſhe had very little regard ; I will 
pay your compliments to her and her wiſe brother. 
The Chevalier arrived laſt night, and he is very 
well ; he will be employed, but he knows not yet 
in what country, I admire his courage. Your 
ſon is very agreeable and pretty, he already mana- 
ges all his affairs, he gives orders, bargains, and 
calculates ; it is a pity his father had not done the 
ſame, The Chevalier will inform you what the 
: King faid to the K. of E. at his taking his leave; 
1 I © Sir, it is with grief I ſee you go; yet I never 
> If defire to ſee you again; but if you return, you 
| G 2 may 
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may be perſuaded, that you will find me the ſame 
that. you left me.” Could any thing better have 
been ſaid ? "The King has loaded him with every 
thing both great and littlez two millions of money, 
ſhips, frigates, troops, officers, and M. d'Avaux, 
who makes, upon the occaſion, one of the moſt 
brilliant figures in the world ; and I will venture 
to ſay, that there is not any one who would not 
be proud of the employment, or think it unwor— 
thy of a man, thoroughly acquainted with bulineſs, 
and capable of giving good advice; if M. de Ba- 
rillon is not ſenſible of this, he 1s very happy. I 
now come to the minutiæ, ſuch as toilets, camp- 
beds, ſervices of plate plain and gilt, arms for his 
perſon, which are the King's; arms for the troops 
in Ireland, and thoſe who go with him, who ace 
very numerous; in a word, generolity, magnifi- 
cence, and magnanimity, were never ſo ſtrikingly 
diſplayed as upon this occaſion. The King is not 
willing that the Queen ſhould go to Poiſſi, as ſhe 
will have very little company there ; but the King 
will take care of her, and ſhe will receive news with- 
out intermiſſion. The parting of the K. and Q. 
of E. rent the hearts of all the ſpectators; nothing 
but tears, ſighs, lamentations, and ſwoonings 
were to be ſeen or heard, which 1s very eaſy to be 
comprehended. Such is his deſtiny, he has a good 
cauſe, he is the protector of the true religion, and 
his courage will allow him no other alternative than 


conqueſt or death. 

| Did I infgrm you that the preſident 
Barantin died upon his ſeat in the Great Council 
two days ago? He dropt down dead - ſuddenly ; 
will his wiſe, who is inceſſantly laughing, be till 
in a riſible mood upon this occaſion ? The good 


man la Troche is dead, write to his wife. Ma- 
| dame 
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dame de Neſle“ is brought to bed of a fon; I 
know not whether that woodcock + is pleaſed. with 
it, for ſhe has now no fondneſs for any but the 
Count de Mailli, who is gone to accompany the 
K. of E. to Breſt ; ſuch a poſt would have done 
honour to a Duke or a Prince. M. de Duras has 
been received as a Duke in parliament, and is go- 
ing to command the fineſt army that ever was in 


France, 


| I am juſt returned from Madame 
de la Fayette's, where I found M. Courtin, M. 
de la Trouſſe, and the Duke d*Eftrees : the con- 
verſation was very political, M. d'Avaux is em- 
baſſador extraordinary to the K. of E. he has the 
care of the troops and the finances; in a word, he 
is the ſoul of the undertaking, and the man of 
confidence. I dined with your fon at Madame de 
Chaulnes, who defires to be remembered to you 
in the kindeſt manner; we ſhall not ſet out till 
after Eaſter, My dear girl, nothing attracts me 
to Britanny, but ſolely my buſineſs ; neither my 
ſon, nor his wife, is now at the Rocks, they have 
an attachment to Rennes, where their mother is. 
My ſon, will, perhaps, be with theſe noblemen-. 
The retirement and ſolitude of the Rocks is no 
longer agreeable to them ; they will remain there 
through complaiſance, and I ſhall give them all theic 
liberty in the month of October. I have not the 
leaſt doubt that you will come this winter to Paris 
with M. de Grignan ; there is nothing more [ wiſh 
for, than to be with you, let it be where it will. 


Mary de Coligni, mother to Lewis de Mailli, Marquis de 
Neſle, born poſthumous, | 

T Jane de Monchi- Montcavrel, grandmother to the Marquis 
de Neſle, and mother to Lewie, Count de Mailli, 


G 3 I think 
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I think Rochefoucault is right, when he ſays, pain 
is equally divided throughout every condition of life : 


ſome kinds of it, are, however, very heavy. 


Dear child, Adieu, you make me Jaugh, when 
you ſay you have no longer any wit, you imagine 
you have no farther occaſion for it ; but rap ever 


ſo ſoftly at that door, and you will find ſomebody 


to anſwer. Do not find fault with your letters, 
they abound with ſpirit and ſentiment. I embrace 
you a thouſand times. 


ccc yo gy pea Roa a ro pry Fro 
LETTER VOL. 
To the ſame. 
Paris, Friday, March 4, 1689, 
HE Chevalier and I have 


— 


been uneaſy, ſince we are acquainted: with the 
hour you receive our letters; it is by knowing that 


if you read them before you go to reſt, we affecti- 
onately prevent you from fleeping, juſt three times 
a week. Tell us the truth, and if you do not, 
we ſhall be of no other opinion: it is impoſſible, 
after having read our Volumes, ſuppoſing they even 
contained nothing mournful or diſagreeable, to 


avoid thinking and meditating upon the news we 


ſend you ; leſs than this is ſufficient to deprive a 
perſon of ſleep, who is fo little addicted to it as 
you are; if this be aided by the quick circulation 
of your blood, and the ſubtile air of Provence, you 


will find the people you love the moſt in the world 


make you ill, andafiaflinate you regularly every — 
N a7. 


% 
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day. This opinion, my dear child, is but too well 
grounded, to avoid making me uneaſy, or admire 
how much we may conduce to the doing of harm 
through friendſhip to thoſe who are the deareſt to 
us. This is an evil without a remedy, and which 
muſt be left to God, like all the reſt. 


M. de Lauſun has, it is ſaid, refuſed 
to go to Ireland with the K. of E. but he has, ne- | 
vertheleſs, given to underſtand, that he would go, 
on condition of being created a Duke. It is cer- 
tain that their Majeſties of St. Germains made 
mention of it ; I know not whether this kind of 
convention may not be detrimental to M. de Lau- 


ſuns 


| | Yourdear child is again to-day giv- 
ing orders about all his buſineſs. He is very gay, 
and will ſet out to-morrow with the fineſt weathec 
in the world : though it be nothing more than a 
journey, I cannot help feeling a dejection of ſpirits. 
I ſaw Jarze yeſterday, he is gay notwithſtanding - 
his misfortune *; he talked with me near two hours, 
and related to me all his melancholy adventure. 
The King aſked him the whole particulars, from 
beginning to end; it is a very piteous ſtory ; he 

has ſuffered a great deal, and is ſtill in pain from 
the loſs of his hand. 
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- Me have juſt received your letters 
of the 25th; you are very much tired with theſe 
ſhocking ſermons ; you have indeed great reaſon, 
it is making a ſacrifice to hear them: in this re- 
ſpect, indeed, your grandeur is ſomewhat incon- 
venient; muſt you appear every day in pomp ? 


* The Marquis de Jarze had his hand taken off by a cannon- 
thot at the ſiege of Philipſbourgh. | ; 
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This is cruel, and I will lay your complaints bes 


fore father Gaillard, I ſometimes go to hear the 
ſermons at St. Gervais, with Madame de Coulan- 
ges, who never loſes one; father Soanen * preaches 
there very well. Father Gaillard + ſhines at St. 
Germain de PAuxerrois ; but where do they get 


the preachers that hold forth in your country? 


you cannot heſitate with regard to your returning 
to St. Martin's; for inſtead of going back to 
Lambeſc and Aix, you muſt ſupport your 6: 
of review, you alone can undertake it; endeavour 
to take every neceſſary ſtep to that end; to tell 
you how to act, is what I cannot do ; but as you 
have a long time ſubſiſted by impoſlibilities, you 
muſt again purſue this miraculous track; you ſee 
very plainly that you muſt not leave your work 
imperfect. I ſhall go then with pleaſing hopes of 
ſeeing you in winter ; this is an agreeable perſpec- 
tive, which will afford me ſome conſolation during 
a journey.that I certainly do not take for pleaſure. 


| You want then toperſuade me, you 
have no longer any wit, and that you are now in- 


capable of writing ; but your letters are no con- 
viction of this, you muſt give me ſome other proofs, 
as Buſſi ſaid. I embrace my dear daughter, and 
her daughter; this is going a great way; but do 
not bring old age and illneſs upon you; you know 
I ſhall be affected. The Chevalier ſends you Ett- 


her, let us know your opinion of it. 


1 We have been ſtruck ſenſeleſs with 
the horrid ſtory of this culprit, What a ſhocking 


4 John Soanen, a celebrated preacher of the Oratoire, af.cr- 
warcs Biſhop of Senez. | 
J A celebrated Jeſuit preacker. 

death 
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death ! this man may be ſaid to be ſummoned; 
and we may ſay with St. Auguſtin, F he had been 
from among us, he would have remained with us. 
He ſhould nevertheleſs, I think, have been allowed 
ſome days to repent ; for it is a dreadful thing to 
be ſtrangled in the midſt of blaſphemies. | 


DIG DG DIG DG DIG DG DIG OR, 
LET 1-6 K: DCLANE 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, March 7, 168g. 


F you had ſeen your dear fon ſet 
out on Saturday, you would have wept as well as 
us, it was impoſſible to prevent it ; nevertheleſs, 
as there is no talk yet of any hoſtile motions, we 
ſhould have conſidered it as only a journey. The 


Marquis was pretty and gay, and he laughed at us, 


being quite taken up with his equipage, which is 
in very good condition. M. du Pleſſis is gone with 
him, and he will take particular care of the Mar- 


quis, till ſuch time as he has delivered him into the 


hands of his uncle's officers: all the young folks 
follow the good example ſet by your fon; I ad- 
viſe you to take courage like the reſt, and believe 
that God will preſerve him for you ; you ſtand in 
need of reſolution to complete the buſineſs, rela- 
tive to M. d'Aiguebonne; this thorn that galls 
your ſon muſt be removed. You may ſtill ſee in 
part thoſe things which you regretted being abſent 
from, Racine is upon a new piece for next win- 


ter, 


fa 
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ter, it is either Jephtha or Abſalon *. You will gs 
to St. Cyr, and ſee M. de Grignan received a 
knight; you will find at leaſt the Q, of E. who 
will afford you ſome conſolation for not ſeeing her 
huſband ; and, pleaſe God, we will meet again, 
after having each made our tour. I imagine you 
will be ſenſible of our ſeparation ; I ſhall be very 
ſenhble of it on my ſide, I affure you. I confider 
Britanny as a long ſtretch, a perfect voyage, 
whither my buſineſs compels me to go. We ſhall 
not ſet out till after Eaſter. If you meet with any 
thing that will do for your ſon, we ſhall not fail to 
ſet a value upon our goods; in a word, we ſhall 
have what Providence has in ſtore for us. 


* This was neither the one or other ; it was Athalia, Racine's 
laſt production and maſter- piece. 
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To the ſame. \ 

5 I 

Paris, Wedneſday, March q, 1689. i 

| K 

ADAME d'Alerac is gone {i 

for a few days to the Feuillantines; there is fre- as 

quently a coolneſs between her and Madame fa 
d'Uſez *; I neverthelcſs believe ſhe will return 
with this Ducheſs to Verſailles; the poos girl is 

not happy, her ſtars are not ſo propitious as thoſe lat 

* Julia-Maria de Sainte- Maure, Ducheſs d' Uſea, couſin- ger- e bs 

an 


Man to Madame d'Alerac. 


of 


8 
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of Madame de Coiſlin “; who ſeems at preſent 
perfectly well diſpoſed towards M. d*Enrichemont 3 
the marriage articles were ſigned on Monday, pro- 
viſionally, that unleſs one article were altered, the 
marriage ſhould be void. It was thought prudent 
not to return without ſigning them, leſt the world 
ſhould be merry at their expence. Fhis medium 
was taken, which is a very pleaſant ftep on the day 
a family is convened, and when uſually every thing 
is the ſoul of harmony. M. de Coiſlin is extremely 
happy at expedients in times of _— A cou- 
rier was, however, diſpatched to Rome upon this 


occaſion. 


M. de Grignan's letter has made 
me tremble, I, who can neither bear the ſight, nor 
the thought of a precipice; how horrible to paſs 
over one, and be continually within a hair's breadth 
of a ſhocking death ! I do not comprehend how M. 
de Grignan can go into a country,. where the very 
bears cannot exiſt. Truly the Miſſes de la Charces 
are very agreeably ſituated, this is a pretty caſtle. 
What grieves me is, that I fear theſe dæmons, 
which diſappear when. they are frightened and fee 
M. de Grignan, will re-appear with the ſame faci- 
lity, as ſoon as he is gone; in this cafe all would 
be to do over again. Indeed, my dear child, the 
King is well ſerved; neither life nor fortune is con- 
ſidered when his pleaſure is in queſtion; if we were 
2 well diſpoſed towards God, we ſhould de great 

ats. h 5 


| The Chevalier and I have been 
laughing at the difficulty we had to conceive that 


* Magdelan-Armandé du Cambout, daughter to Armand: du 
Cambour, Duke de Coiflin, 
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at Marſeilles you returned home to ſay your pray- 
eſs, aſking each other, what does ſhe mean? Do 
you underſtand. this? No; nor I neither ; as if 
you had been in a delirium, or had ſaid one thing 


for another; in a word, I never had ſuch a ſtrange 


incomprehenſibility; I that know you are always 
diſpoſed to devotion upon the Lord's day, was ſo 
confuſed by Marſeilles and the opera, by the throng 
that ſurrounded you, that I never once thought of 
your regularity. Indeed, my dear child, I think 
we ſhould aſk you pardon for this injuſtice, I pity 
you for being compelled to hear bad ſermons, 
this is a real miſery. Very good ones are preached 
here by father Soanen at St. Gervais's, and the 
Abbe Anſelme at St. Paul's, but I do not hear 
them every day; this conſtraint is impoſed upon 
you by the place you are in. I acknowledge that 
if it forced me to commune, for no other reaſon 
than external parade, I ſhould not eaſily be pre- 
vailed upon to do it; and I would ſooner avoid 
edifying fools and ignorant people, than to ſtake 
ſo much upon ſo important an occaſion ; for lam 
aſſured that every firſt Sunday of the month, all 
the twelve or thirteen feaſts of the Virgin, this ce- 
remony muſt be performed. My God !] tell them 
that St. Lewis, who was more holy than you are, 
went to the communion only five times a year. 
But do the Provingials know their religion ? They 
are all pilgrims, penitents, in ex voto, diſguiſed in 


different colours. What does your fool/hip think 


of the K. of E? will not Ireland give him a little 
room to play? M. du Bois knows more than any 
man about our holy religion disfigured as it is; he 
is as much diſpleaſed as I am at the hangman, who 
made the execution a private battle between him 
and the malefactor; care ſhould have been taken 

not 

2 
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not to let him ſuffer whilſt he was blaſpheming, 
this was too viſible and too ſcandalous a damnation ; 
he ſhould, ſays M. du Bois, have been remanded 
back to priſon, when opium ſhould have been ad- 
miniſtered to appeaſe him, and time allowed him 
to ſpeak ; this would have been aCting conſcienti- 
ouſly, but it is over. 


Vou ſpeak to me of Paulina, as if 
ſhe had a vocation ; you think it of the ſame va- 
lue as your own, according to the eſtimation of 
the late M. d' Agen; this may be the caſe, but do 
not forget to tell me what he ſays to you of it, 
and in what place ſhe fancies ſhe ſhould chuſe to 
be; the Coadjutor will be a very proper perſon to 
examine her. It is true I feel ſome partiality for 
her; is this becaufe ſhe has ſome kind of connec: 
tion with yon, by the moſt imperfe& part? Tt 
muſt be the operation of my ſtars that leads me to 
it; but beſides its very ſeldom happening that one 
has the ſame fondneſs for two perſons, I am very 
much afraid that if Paulina is humourſome, ' ſhe 
does not, like you, entertain a ſolid and tender 
friendſhip, which effaces every thing but what is 
good and exquiſite. In a word, my dear, we ſhall 
judge one of theſe days, if it pleaſes God; in the 
mean while tell me how ſhe is; I thought ſhe was 
gentleneſs itſelf, with that diſpoſition to pleaſe, that 
makes us pleaſe. | 


The news about M. de Beauvillier, 
M. de Chevreuſe, and M. de Lauſun, is one of 
the falſities of this year, it was circulated for two 
days here, and probability induced people to credit 
it; I told it to Madame de Coulanges and the 
Ducheſs de Lude ; I had it from the Abbe Bi- 


gorre 3 
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gorre; but M. de Lamoignon would not believe 
it, and it was without foundation; it does not ſur- 
priſe us that it was propagated, and believed in Pro- 
vence. You have got Eſther, its publicatian has 
produced the uſual effect; you know that M. de 
Feuillade ſays it is a bill of review againſt the pub- 
lic's approbation, you ſhall be the judge. As to 
me, I anſwer only for the beauty of the repreſenta- 
tion, which cannot be called in queſtion. 


The Ducheſs of Duras * went, the 
day after her nuptials, which was yeſterday, to 
take the tabouret. Her huſband is going to join 
his regiment, and his father is at the head of the 
fineſt army France ever had, crowned with ho- 
nours ; bis mother is at Beſangon, with a poignard 
in her breaſt; and the young Ducheſs with her 
mother at the old hotel of Bouillon. Madame du 
Noailles wanted to go into Rouſſillon with her 
huſband and the Counteſs de Guiche : they are 
both big with child; but they are ftopt till after 
they are brought to bed. The Ducheſs of Gra- 
mont is going to Bearn. I have acquainted you 
with the agreeableneſs of M. d'Avaux's employ- 
ment, nothing can be more brilliant. I am, my 
dear child, entirely your's; I acquit myſelf per- 
fectly with regard to you, of the precept of lov- 
ing my neighbour like myſelf. 


* Louiſa-Magdalen de la Marck, 


rn 
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MORO NOOR 
LETTER DCLXV. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, March 11, 1689s 


Th E Duke de Chaulnes did to 
perfection the honours of his government to the 
K. of E. he had ordered two ſuppers to be pre- 
| pared on the road, the one at ten e'clock, the 

other at midnight; the King puſhed on as faſt as 
poſſible to la Roche-Bernard ; he very kindly em- 
braced M. de Chaulnes, having known him for- 
merly. M. de Chaulnes wanted to conduct him 
to a chamber to repoſe himſelf; the King ſaid he 
wanted nothing but ſome victuals.; he entered in- 
to a ſaloon where the faries had ſetved up a ſupper, 
all hot, conſiſting of the fineſt ſea and river f i 
and every thing alike, that is to ſay perfectly agree= 
able, as well as the company, compoſed of a 
great number of the nobility of both ſexes. M. 
de Chaulnes preſented him the napkin, and would 
have waited upon him at table; but the King would 
not ſuffer it, and made him ſup with him, as well 
as ſeveral perſons of quality. This King eat as if 
there were no ſuch man as the Prince of Orange 
in the world. He fet out the next day, and em- 
barked at Breſt the ſixth or ſeventh of this month. 
What a deviliſh man this Prince of Orange is, who 


alone ſets all Europe in motion ! what a meteor ! 
| M. de 
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M. de la Feuillade expatiated the other day upon 
the extenſive genius of this Prince ; M. de Chan- 
denier ſaid he would rather chuſe to be the K. of 
E. M. de la Feuillade abruptly replied, „ This 
is the ſentiment of a man, who had rather be like 
M. de Chandenier *, than M. de Noailles,” This 


occaſioned a laugh. 


I tranſmit you M. de Grignan's let- 
ter, I am frightened to have it in my pocket; is 
it poſſible he can have gone through the dangers 
he ſpeaks of? It is a great pity he had not the /u- 
perb order, as it went to Monaco. Give m 
compliments to him upon his hair-breadth eſcape 
from the abyſs. How do I ſtand with the Coad- 
jutor ? Our houſekeeping went on pretty well at 
Paris : tell' him what you pleaſe, my dear child, 
according to the footing you are upon with him; 
for I will have. no underſtanding with your ene- 


mies. 
* Francis de Rocheconart, Marquis de Chandenier, had been 


firſt captain of the King's body- guard; but falling into diſgrace, 
he was diſmiſſed, and the Duke de Noailles ſucceeded him in 


1651. 


LET T ER 
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LETTER DCLXVI. 


| To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, March 14, 1689. 


T is now, my dear child, four 
o'clock, T had my collation at eleven, and I ſhall 
ſup to-night. I have been to ſolicit the Great 
Council, where M. Gui“ has been pleafed to 
make us recapitulate all the invincible arguments 
in your ſuit. I had with me the but too amiable 
Rochon +, who ſhews from two little memorials 
drawn up after his manner, that there is no kind of 
contradiction in his atrets ; he has perfectly well 
inſtructed my good M. Bailli, who is to return to- 
morrow for the love of us, in that ſame tribunal 
where he formerly made the juſtice of my cauſe ſo 
greatly triumph, and he will not do leſs for you; 
for it calis for vengeance, The Chevalier is on 
his ſide with Vaille, he repeats the fatigues of the 
war, which I am ſure he has very well got over, 
and only ſmiles at them. It is indeed all a laugh- 
Ing matter; for, if juſtice be heard, the bill will 
be treated as a fooliſh, daring, groundleſs attempt: 
if the bill is received, we will throw out our /7ate- 
letters, and you muſt come this winter to obtain 
the victory, But M. Gui chaſes two hares at a 


naa ss at law. | 


+ Solicit. r for M. de Grignan. 


* Agent to Madame d'Aiguebonne, with whom MH. de Grig- 


time; 
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time; the day he preſented a petition to the Great 
Council, he preſented another to the fourth court 
of inqueſts; this excites paſſion and indignation. 
All your great friends perform their duty perfectly 
well, and the Chevalier beyond every thing that 
can be ſaid, 


My dear Count, I am rejoiced at 
your return, you have been in the goats country ; 


for” none but thoſe pretty folks can climb thoſe 


rocks; the thought alone hurts me. I beg that 
thoſe dæmons, who appear and diſappear in a mo- 
ment, may not often give you ſuch uneaſineſs. 
You will not have ſo much trouble to defend your- 
ſelf here againſt the fury of M. Gui, who has no 
other baſis than ſuch ignorance as is worthy of 


Madame de B-—-, with whom I had a fete d tete 


the other day, and who talks as much nonſenſe as 
ever; I aſk the Coadjutor's pardon for ſpeaking ſo 
of his old friend; but ſhe is ſo unworthy of that 
appellation, that I ſhall no longer think that any 
conſtraint upon me. This deceitful woman is 
not worth being uneaſy about; which ever way 


ſhe turns herſelf, ſhe has always miſchief in view. 


Tembrace you, my dear Count. 


Nov, daughter, I come to you; 
J am delighted to think you ſaid Amen to all the 
trifles I related. You have followed my advice ; 
I am always better pleaſed with the confidence you 
repoſe in me in writing leſs, than the pleaſure of 
reading your long letters, which is always ſpoiled 
by reflecting upon the injury they do you. I find 
Madame de Chaulnes will ſet out after Eaſter, 
and I very cemmodiouſly with her. Be not un- 


eaſy upon my account, but for the longer pe 
an 
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2nd the interruption of our correſpondence for a 
few days. N 


J informed you that the Q. of E. 
was going to Poiſſi, it was her defign, but the 
King oppoſed it. I wanted to fly after my letter; 
for I am always ſorry to write you falſities. The 
news of M. de Beauvillier, M. de Chevreuſe, and 


M. de Lauſun, was inſolently propagated through- 


out Paris. M. de la Trouſſe ſet out this morning 

to go and take the command in Poitou and in the 
county of Aunis, under the orders, however, of 
the marſhal de Lorges. I believe that the Che- 
valier will be in a French army; ſuch are thoſe 
called that are not upon the Rhine. | 


LETTER DCLXVII. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, March 16, 1689. 


'Y E have this morning gained 
the fineſt victory that could be wiſhed for, in the 


preſent ſtate of your affairs with M. de Aiguebon- 


ne; it is in your name, my dear girl, that we have 
fought and beaten your enemies. M. Gui had 
ftarted two hares, the one in a petition to the 
Great Counci}, upon the contradiction of arrets, 
the other in a bill of review againſt your laſt arret 
to the fourth court of inqueſts. We were informed 
of this from the Great Council ; without this, 

| | the 
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the judges would have put upon it, the parties to ape 
fear, and war would have been declared. Writing 
and pleading now take place, and antideluvian mat- 
ters are recurred to; it is re-examined, incidents oc- 
cur, and this ſingle word, which ſeems only to imply 
information and inſtruction, does all the miſchief 
in the world to people no longer willing to plead, 
and to think their buſineſs at an end: you are in- 
debted for this firſt advice to one of your friends. 
The council who was ſumming up the evidence, 
and is a man of ſenſe, was interrupted ; he was 
informed that the matter did not ftand as he aſ- 
ſerted, and that there was no contradiction in it; 
he was told that he muſt have been better informed: 
here the Chevalier Rochon and I ſtuck; we de- 
monſtrated, even by your adverſaries papers, that 
like the Jews, they ſtood. ſelf- condemned. Ro- 
chon ſpoke divinely ; ſolicitations now took place 
at the preſidents and counſellors ; in three days 
twenty-two judges are convened; noiſe, com- 
plaints, and outcries againſt ſo long a perſecution, 
are only a prelude to unanimouſly re-examining 
the arret obtained in your favour ſix months ago: 
every one recollects, and all is alive; ſuch ſhock- 
ing chicanery excites indignation, our friends take 
the field with ſincerity and warmth, and ſuch an 
earneſt deſire to extricate you from this oppreſſion , 
that they ſeem to conſider it as their own buſineſs: 
they are for throwing out the petition, putting it 
into the hands of the regiſter, which is to be con ſi- 
dered as a deciſive arret, and then the bill of review 


mult fall of itſelf. After ſuch a deciſion nocoun- 


ſe] was called, all chicanery was at an end, and 
all the world agree that it was one of the fineſt 
_ vitories that could be obtained under your ftand- 
ard, and in your favour, We had a moſt ſenſible 

N pleaſure 
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pleaſure this morning ; we were all prefent when 
the judges entered the court, having the greateſt 
reaſon to expect we ſhould confound our enemies 
in effect, M. Bailli came out like the dove an hour 
afterwards, and told me very ſeriouſly, Madame, 
you have obtained what you wiſhed for. I did not 
play cunning with the Chevalier, Vaille, or Ro- 

chon; our hearts were cheered, and my joy would 
diſplay itſelf ; the Chevalier ſcolded me, he ſaid he 
would bring me out no more with him, if I could 
not be quiet ; this was.his menace ; I would ſpeak 
a little loud, with an air of triumph, and he told 
me thoſe who could not diſſemble, did not know 
how toreign. Another counſellor came out, who 
told M. d'Aiguebonne he had loft his ſuit ; I faw 
him flip away ſoftly without ſaying a word; he is 
accuſtomed to this kind of ſucceſs. I recollect 
having formerly ſeen Madame d'Ourouer *, mo- 
ther to M. de Richelieu, fly before me in the ſame 
tribunal,” where I called M. Bailli once more to 
bring me good fortune. M. Gui remained to 
conſole himſelf with emptying his ſnuff-box. An- 
other counſellor told us, we had got our cauſe with 
one voice; with one voice was a circumſtance that 
gave us great pleaſure. M. Gui had prudently 
ſaid to- M. Rouſſeau, that the arret which you had 
odtained'fix months ago, had not been digeſted,, 
that it had been drawn up by children. Rouſſeau, 
replied to him very pleaſantly this morning; 
6 Here, dir, are twenty-two more children, who 
have juſt condemned you with one voice.“ I 
could not refrain from laughing at this, but the 


1 


* Maria. PIES PA Guemaudeue, * wa to Francis de Vigne- 
rot, Marquis of Pont-Courlai, afterwards married to Charles de 
Oroſſove, Count d' Qurouer, who was aſſlaſſinated in his coach in 


1 3hs . ä 5 
| | Cheva- 
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Chevalier's great ſoul could not attend to ſuch 


trifles. We thanked all our judges when they came 
out, each of us varying our compliments twenty 
different ways. In a word, we returned very 
chearfully to dinner; the truth muſt be owned, 
the whole republic were convened to receive us; 
we each of us write to you our different parts; 
the Chevalier has allotted me the recital of the vic- 
tory, and at five o'clock we ſhall go together to 
thank our preſidents, the dean, and ſome others, 
who ſignalized themſelves. If you would have 


me, my dear child, talk to you ſeriouſly of the 


Chevalier de Grignan, I muſt tell you, in good 
faith, you are infinitely obliged to him; nothing 
could equal his aſſiduity, his vigilance, his fore- 
fight ; the ſtrength and power of his ſolicitations ; 
the warmth with which he inſpired his friends to 
Engage in our intereſt ; the regard that is paid to 
his perſon ; the trouble he takes, for which God 
rewards him with a good ftate of health. Ina 
word, we find ourſelves ſo well, and ſo happy to 
do you fome ſervice, that we propoſe writing a 
book with this title, The Light and Salutary Afidu- 
ities 4. Friendſhip ; we ſhall print it without being 
afraid of ruining the bookſeller by the ſmallneſs of 
the ſale; ſo ſure it is, that few people, are per- 
ſuaded of this truth. You cannot therefore be too 
thankful to the Chevalier,.or love him too much. 
J know not how to talk to you of any thing elſe at 
preſent but this evangelift of the day. 


The grief which ſo completely over- 
whelmed the Chevalier and me laſt night, at the 


ſituation of the Archbiſhop (of Arles) was in ſome 
degree alleviated by the letters we received this 


morning fram Arles, bringing no confirmation of 
3 it; 
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it; and as they make no mention of his death, we 
were in hopes that his weakneſs would not yet be 
attended by the conſequences which we appre- 
hended, and that a loſs ſo ſenſible as that of this 
great and illuſtrious prelate, might be retarded at 
leaſt for ſome months. You ſay very right, my 
dear child, this was the only critical time to aſk 
what was improper to be aſked, but there are ſome 
people who never acknowledge themſelves in the 


wrong; God bleſs them 


Madame de Vins has given us good 


advice, and paid her compliments to us this morn- 
ing, almoſt upon the field of battle. Madame de 
Lavardin, Madame de la Fayette, and Madame 


de Coulanges, have ſent to delire me to pay you 


their compliments. Adieu, my dear child, I am 
too happy in having intereſted myſelf for you, this 
joy goes directly to my heart. Count, you are 
not without your ſhare of it, I embrace you both 
with all my heart. 


| What ſays M. Gaillard * about this 
victory? methinks I ſee his eyes and his mien. 


His brother does wonders at St. Germain de PAux- 


errois +. 


Madame de Sevigne entertained a very high opinion of M. 
Gaillard's merit and ſenſe, He was an advocate of the parlia- 
ment of Aix. She (aid, when ſhe ſpoke of him, that no phyſi. 
ognomy had made ſo great an impreſſion on her as his, 

+ Father Gaillard, a Jeſuit, preached there during Lent with 


great ſucceſs. i 
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LETTER DCLXVII. 


To the fame. 


Paris, Friday, March 18, 1689. 


OU arein the right, my dear 
child, to think I ſhould be aMicted at the loſs of the 
Archbiſhop *. You cannot figure to yourſelf how 
much true merit, rare virtues, good ſenſe, and the 
upright heart of this great prelate make me regret 
his loſs. I dare not think of his goodneſs towards 
his family, and his tenderneſs for all in general, 
and for you and your ſon in particular; not that! 
conceive there is any great vacancy in your houſe, 
which will never, never be filled, I am not 
afraid to ſay it; there are no minds and hearts 
formed in the ſame mould ; ſuch forts of metal 
have been tranſmuted by the corruption of the 
times, and there 1s no more left of the ſame ore, 
Lou have comprehended my ſentiments, and done 
me much honour, which I return in ſending your 
own. We muſt have a little of that good alloy 
which we regret the loſs of, to be ſenſible of that 
Joſs in the manner we fee] it: this elogium mult 
be ſubſcribed to, for J am perſuaded we are more 
or leſs affected with thoſe great qualities, in pro- 


* Francis- Adhemar de Monteil, Archbiſhop of Arles, and 
uncle to M. de Grignan, died March 9, 1689, : 


portion 
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portion as we are more or leſs acquainted with 
them. 


My dear Count, in this place I preſent 
you with my compliments ; you were tenderly be- 
loved by that dear uncle : he loved his name and 
family; he was in the right, it was well worth 
his attention. I pity you for not being able any 
longer to honour ſuch merit, and ſo many reſpec- 
table qualities : here is the firſt race gone, and we 
muſt follov, my dear Count. In the mean while, 


with tears I embrace you, as if J had the honour 


of bearing your name. 


This melancholy event damps the 
joy of our little victory. The Chevalier is very 
willing to puſh the bill of review, whilſt the mat- 
ter is in hand ; but I know not whether he will 
have time; it ſhould not be left half done: how- 
ever, he cannot do amiſs. There is no more talk 
of an arret of council, the annulling of the arret, 
or any oppoſition ; ſo that we may fleep in quiet 
till winter. I am charmed to think that our letters, 
which you receive at night, do not interrupt your 
repoſe three times a week : I believe you, my dear 
child, and I will drive away this little dragon that 
tormented me. Madame de Chaulnes is charmed 
at taking me with her ; I have a thouſand things 
to do at Buron, that is to ſay, at Nantes: I muſt. 
abſolutely take this journey, I cannot employ my 
time better; after that, we ſhall know what ir 
will pleaſe God to do with me, and when he will 
chuſe to reſtore me to you. I believe we ſhall ſet 
out exactly at Eafter. Father Gaillard preached 
this morning perfectly well upon the Samaritan, 


he is the Bourdaloũe of this year. | 
 Vok. IX, H LET FER 
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TER DCEXIX. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, March 21, 1689. 


I Can aſſure you, daughter, that 
the Biſhop of Beauvais, who was here the other 
day, appeared to the Chevalier and me a true re- 
lation and friend of the Grignans, regretting and 
praiſing the late Archbiſhop, and at length com- 
pelling the Chevalier to tell him ſincerely, that 
ſince the Coadjutor had not the ribbon, he was 


charmed to think he had it. Father de la Chaiſe 


has juſt told the Biſhop of Beauvais, that his Ma- 
jeſty had given him the ribbon of the late M. 
d*Arles, and that he ſhould wear it at Whitſuntide. 
You find that this ribbon was well deſigned, 


I am very well pleaſed, my dear 
girl, not to go alone upon the Loire, in the current 
of water and a little boat; and the more ſo, as that 
of a valet-de chambre, favourite to the K. of E. 
who was carrying to Nantes all the toilets, ſervices 
of plate, night gowns, and a thouſand other con- 
veniencies which the King had given to this K. of 
E. periſhed near the bridge of Ce, and this poor 
man has been drowned ; this would have terrified 
you. I am going, then, in ſafety, perhaps, be- 
fore Eaſter, Madame de Chaulnes having taken 


it into her head to paſs the holidays at — 
will 
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T will endeavour to ſtay till Eaſter-week, but I 
cannot be certain. She intends to write to you to- 
day, to tell you what care ſhe will take of me. 
Rejoice with M. de Chaulnes that no governor is 
treated like him; lieutenant-general Revel is un- 
der his orders; and even the troops that are in the 
neighbourhood of Breſt receive their orders from 
this governor to obey marſhal d'Eſtrees, when 
there will be occaſion. M, de Louvois has been 
delighted with his good conduct, vigilance, and ex- 
actneſs; this man ſays every thing he can in his 
favour, and M. de Chaulnes will be very well 
pleaſed with your knowing it, and your writing to 


,  - nk 


| M. de Barillon is rich, fat, and 
old, as he ſays, and views, without envy, M. 
d'Avaux's brilliant ſtation. He loves to be ſur- 
rounded with his friends and family, in peace and 
tranquility, which ſatisfies him. You ſay wonders 
of Eſther; it is very true that the misfortunes of 
Sion ſhould be ſung by innocent perſons ; Champ- 
mele would have given you the heart-ach. Ir is 
this propriety that charmed in this piece. Racine 
will ſcarce ever do any thing again fo agreeable, 
for there is no hiſtory like this ; it was an accident 
and an aſſortment of every thing, which are, per- 
haps, never to be met with again; for Judith, 
Boaz, Ruth, and the others which I do not recol- 
lect, can never produce fo fine an effect. Racine 
has nevertheleſs, a great ſhare of ſenſe, it is to be 
hoped. 


The Marquis de Caſtres has greatly 
- diſtinguiſhed himſelf upon an occaſion fimilar to 
that in which the Chevalier de Sourdis was beaten. 

H 2 Madame 
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Madame de Caſtries ® has received compliments 
thereupon, the King having faid to Cardinal de 
Bonzi, Without your nephew's fortitude, the 
infantry would have been loſt ; he performed won- 
ders. You may imagine how pleaſing theſe elo- 
giums are, Adieu, my belle, I told M. de Pom- 


_ that you were jealous of the immortal life of 


d' Angers + ; he gave me an account of the vi- 
vacity of this prelate, who, excepting his ſight, 
enjoys a very good ftate of health at ninety-two 
and upwards. One Abbe de la Mothe, an Arch- 
deacon, the perfon who condemned the orations 
of M. le Tourneux, and faid the church always 
viewed tranſlations with horror, died after two 
days illneſs, when he boaſted he was in perfect 
Health. Your ſon has applied himſelf to his duty 
and his calling; he is juſt as you would wifh him 
to be, and he is moreover well principled in reli- 
gion, for which you ſhould thank God. It is a 

reat happineſs to be endowed with Chriſtian ſen- 
1 ts. | 


* Elizabeth de Bonai, mother to Jaſeph Francis de la Croix, 
Marquis of Caſtries, and ſiſter to Cardinal de Bongi, Archbiſhop 
of Narbonne. 

+ Henry Arnaud, Biſhop of Angers, uncle to M. de Pom- 
Nenne. 
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LET TER DCLEEE 


Io the ſame, 


Paris, Wedneſday, March 83, 1689. 


| 1 Shall not recsl thoſe praiſes 
which I beſtowed upon the tragedy of Eſther; | 
{hall ever be delighted with the harmony and no- 
velty of this repreſentation ; I was quite raviſhed 
at it; I found a thouſand juſt obſervations, ſo well 
placed, and ſo important to a King, that I entered 
with uncommon ſpirit into the pleaſure ariſing from 
the combination of poetry and ſinging with the 
moſt ſolid truths ; I was affected with theſe various 
beauties ; ſo that I am very far from altering my 
opinion, but I told you that the impreſſion of this 
piece produced its uſual effect, and has brought 
forth a bill of review againſt exceſſive applauſe. 
As to me, who have again read it with pleaſure, 
I imagine that the critics are routed, and that M. 
d'Aiguebonne's bill of review will be damned, if 
the Chevalier has time to puſh it. The victory of 
the Great Council has been both brilliant and 
agreeable, and I doubt not but it will give you 
ſatisfaction ; I am impatient to hear from you 
upon that head. M. de Lamoignon told me 
again to-day, that this advantage gained, ſword 
in hand, was more conſiderable than was ima- 
gined ; I told him he was miſtaken, as we had 
been ſenſible of this pleaſure in its greateſt latitude 
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He is deeply concerned in the great cauſe between 
Mademoiſelle, the Prince, and the whole houſe of 
Lorraine, who ſolicit in the ſame manner as we 
might; M. de Lamoignon is to plead on Thurſday, 
and the affair will be determined upon hearing. 


You ſon's letter will give you plea- 
ſure, as it appears to come from a contented man, 
and one who is pleaſed with his trade. The King 
| is ſo well ſatisfied with M. de Caſtries, that he has 
A made him ſimple brigadier ; this is the right me- 
| thod of proceeding, recompenſes timely adminiſ- 
tered receive an additional value, they excite and 
| encourage emulation, His Majeſty told Cardinal 
| de Bonzi*, that having no ſhare in this favour, he 
ought not to thank him for it. 


The K. of E. ſet fail on the feven- 
teenth, and arrived in Ireland on the 19th, Little 
Mailli, who accompanied him to Breſt, is returned, 
Adieu, my charming girl, I dread being too diſ- 
tant from you, it grieves me, and I ſwallow this 
voyage like a doſe of phyſic; what afMflicts me is, 
] have no time to loſe; intruth, I have ſome very 

melancholy refletions ; and though I ſubmit to 
providence which ſeparates us, what would be- 
come of me if 1 did not live in hopes of ſeeing you 
again ? | | 
| Uncle to the Marquis de Caſtries, 
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LETTER DCLXXI. 

To the ſame. 


Paris, Friday, March 25, (the day of the Annun- 
| | ciation) 1689. 


[ HOUGH your letters are 
not come to hand, we nevertheleſs write to you 
again, It is very probable that you have ſet a good 
example to-day ; this is a high feſtival, and is the 
foundation of Eaſter; in a word, the feſtival of 
Chriſtianity, and the day of the incarnation -of - 
our Lord: the Virgin Mary acts a great part in 
it, but ſhe is not the firſt performer. In a word, 
M.. Nicole, M. le Tourneux, and all our preach- 
ers, have ſaid what they know upon the occaſion. 


. Your child has wrote me a moſt 
friendly letter; he has greatly lamented the loſs of 
his good uncle the Archbiſhop. It is thought that 
his ſucceſſor * will ſoon he here: he may if he 
will amuſe himſelf with the bill of review; as for 
us, we have carried the judgment of the Great 
Council ſword in hand. I am till diſputing with 
Madame de Chaulnes, I am for poſtponing our 
departure till after Eaſter, My dear child, how 
mortified I am at leaving you again; I am ſenſible. 
of this ſeparation ; reaſon ſays Britany, and friend- 


* ſohn-Baptiſt Adhemar de Monteil, Coadjutor of Arles, bro- 
ther to M, de Grignan, 
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ſhip Paris, We muſt ſometimes ſubmit to this /e- 
verify, you know better how to do it than any one, 
I muſt then imitate you. | 


Mind what I am going to ſay, Do 


you know M. de B. the extravagant ſhepherd of 
Fontainebleau, otherwiſe mad-cap do you know 
how he is made ? tall, thin, with a mad look, and 


emaciated; ina word, ſuch as he is, he lodged at the | 


hotel de Lionne with the Duke and Dutcheſs d'Eſ- 


trees, Madame de V. and Mademoiſelle de V. 


This laſt went about two months ago to St. Mary's 
in the Faux bourg St. Germain; it was imagined that 
he happineſs of her ſiſter that conèuced to make 
this a nun. Do you know what this mad -- cap did 
at the hotel de Lionne ? excite tenderneſs in Miſs 
V. notwithſtanding his figure. Benſerade would 
hereupon ſay, as he did of Madame de ——, who 
loved her huſband ; / much the better if ſhe loves, 
foe will alſo love another. This little girl of ſeven- 
teen is then really enamoured with this Don 
Quixote; and he went yeſtcrdey with five or ſix of 
M. de Gevre's guards, and breke open the grate 
of the convent with a bludgeon: he entered the 
convent with one of his men, found Mademoi- 
ſelle V. who was waiting for him, put her into a 


coach, and carried her to MM. de Gevres, performed 


the marriage- ceremony by leaping over 2 broom- 
Rick, lay together, and are this morning ſet out 
nobody knows whither. We may, indeed, upon 
this occaſion fay, Agnes and the dead corſe are gone 
forth, The Duke d'Eftrees cries out and com- 
plains that B. nas violated the laws of hoſpitality. 
Madame de V. is for having him beheaded. M. 
de Grevres ſays he did not know it was Mademoi- 


zie de V. All the B's. are willing to ſtop the 
proſecu- 
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proſecution of their kinſman. I know not yet 
what has been ſaid at Verſailles upon this head. 
This, my dear, you know muſt be the ſcripture 
of the day. hat think you of love? 1 deſ- 
piſe it when it ſtoops to ſuch infamous fellows. 
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LETTER DCC. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Monday, March 28, 168g. 


E do not fet out till after 

Eaſter, wich I am very glad of; Madame de 
Chauines has had her audience of leave, when the 
King ſaid a thouſand agreeable things in favour of 
. de Chaulnes, We wait for your letters of to- 
motro with real impatience, as we want to ſee 
how you received the news of our little victory, 
which de Lamoignon is willing to call a great one. 
For this fortnight paſt we have been Janded upon 
the ſhore, viewing you agitated with the ſame 
thoughts and fears as we were. We ſhall be de- 
lighted to ſee you fafe landed as we are, and alt 
equaHy ſecute from the ſtorm, You are in the 
right to ſay I was not ſo well pleafed to gain my 
cauſe for 40,090 crowns ; I did not feel it in com- 
pariſon of this; I was young, and I know not 


what I thought of at that time; I was then eſ- 


tranged to all my affaire, you are much nearet to 
me, and your intereſt much dearer, 
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| M. de Lamoignon has been con- 
cerned on all ſides in the affair of mad-cap and 
Miſs V. he is related to the latter, and M. de 
Gevres, after having aſſiſted in this ſhocking ac- 
tion, ran to Verſailles, and told the King that being 
M. de B's friend, he could not avoid ſerving him ; 
the King reprimanded him, and told him he had 
not given him the government of Paris for ſuch a 
uſe; M. de Gevres aſked pardon, and the King 
was ſomewhat pacified. As to M. de B. he may 
go where he pleaſes; but if he ſhould be taken, 
and tried, no man alive could ſave him; all the 
family of the B's will endeavour to prevent his ap- 
pearing. M. de Lamoignon has brought the girl 
back to her mother, who was ready to burſt when 
ſhe ſaw her; the girl ſays ſhe is not married, ſhe 
nevertheleſs paſſed two nights with this infamous 


mad-cap. It is ſaid ſhe has been married for 


theſe four months, and that ſhe has informed the 


King of it in writing. Nothing can be more ex- 


travagant than the whole affair. The Duke 
d'Eftrees is quite enraged that a man whom he 
generouſly allowed to lodge with him, ſhould thus 
wound and trample upon hoſpitality. The Duke 
de Charot and him had ſome words on Ladyday ; 


the Duke d' Eſtrèes carried his reproaches and 


threats to a great length, without mincing words ; 


the Duke de Charot was piqued, and ſaid to him, 


« Sir, if I had not been at the communion, I ſhould 
have a few words to ſay to you.” The Duke 
d' Eſtrèes was immediately in the clouds, and no- 
thing could be more pleaſant than for all this to 


paſs, whilſt at the ſame time they thought they 
were ſaying nothing; think of the Duke de Cha- 


rot's ſtyle— would this had not been the day of 
communion ? | 
; We 
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| We ſupped laſt night with the Ab- 
be Pelletier, M. and Madame de Lamoignon, 
M. and Madame de Coulanges, M. Courtin, 
the Abbe Bigorre, Madame Langlois, and your 
mamma. Not a ſoul of us haddined, ſo that we- 
were quite voracious ; it was the fineſt repaſt for 
Lent that could poſſibly be ſeen; the niceſt fiſn 
drefled to a charm; the choiceſt ragouts and the 
beſt of cooks; never was there ſuch a ſolid good 
ſupper. We heartily. wiſhed for you; but the 
wine of St. Laurence fo perfectly renewed your 
remembrance, that there was a filling of little glaſſes, 
which plainly demonſtrated that the liquor came 
from you. You have no good fiſh, my dear 
child, in your ſea; I remember very well we could 
get no ſouls nor ſea-dragons, I cannot conceive 
how you can get over Lent ; as to me, I have not 
been fenfible of it, and M. de Lamoignon, though 
ſo much out of. order, has never once taſted meat. 


Every thing now is incomprehenſi- 
ble; when time is diſagreeable to me, as at preſent, 
and I wiſh for a better and expect it, I puſh it for- 
ward as you do; and then again when I conſider its 
tranſitory value and rotation, and that it alſo puſhes - 
me forward, I ſtop ſhort, and leave every thing: 
to the will of God: I find no other prop or ſup- 
port againſt wretched futurity, which 1 have in per- 
ſpective, but the will of God and his providence ; - 
we ſhould be too miſerable not to be allowed this 
conſolation. If you knew the gift of God *, I re- 
collect the excellence of this ſermon. I heard a 
fine diſcourſe made that day, by father Soanen; 
the Samaritan was not diſhonoured ; how grievous 


Si ſcires donum Dei, Joan. 4. 5. 
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to ſee her disfigured by unworthy preachers ! this 
afſlicts me. All thoſe of this year are attended to, 
when the great Pan does not preach ; this great 
Pan is a ſecond Bourdaloue, who laſt year left fa- 
ther de la Tour }, and even father de la Roche 1; 
with the Abbe Anſelme, who ſhines at St. Paul's, 
and father Gaillard, who works miracles at St. 
Germain de FAuxerrois, to preach alone to empty 
ſeats. Adieu, my deareſt and moſt amiable girl, 
do not amule yourſelf to anſwer this chit-chat ; 
conſider that I have only one letter to write, if I 
bad another to pen, I ſhould not undertake it. 


I Afterwards general of the ovatoire. 
R A celebrated: preacher of the oratoire. 


CN DEANS SAND CHANYBERIVS CHANGE 
LETTER DCLXXHIL ® 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, March 30, 1689. 
HANK God, my 3 child, 


you are at length arrived, you are ſafe upon the 
ſame ſhore as us. You are no longer agitated by 
uncertainty, you now know as much. as we dog 
but I feriouſly tell you, the trifling care J have 
taken, and the little ſervices I have done you, are 
over - rated by you. You. talk of obligation and 
acknowledgment, as. if you had forgot the com- 
merce of friendſhip, and were ignorant of the 
pleaſure of taking ſome ſteps. for thoſe we love; 
ours have been overpayed by their ſucceſs ; we 
ought to thank you. fon giving us this „ 
0 
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of awaking our zeal; to this you add thanks, and 
ſuch pretty compliments and civilities as throw us 
into the utmoſt confuſton ; I know not whether 
the Chevalier is as much aſhamed as I am. I 
was not ſenſible that my narration was lively; it 
moſt certaialy fell far fhort of M. Gaillard's eyes; 
figure to myſelf his admiring and expreflive 
mien, which proves that his admiration is not the 
daughter of ignorance. In a word, my dear 
child, you were then pleaſed with the picture 1 
gave you of our victory. The Chevalier has juſt 
told me, that upon Madame de Burt's “ return 
from Paris, the Princeſs of Conti aſked her what 
ſhe had done there. Madame, I have been to ſo- 
heit; in what cauſe ? that againſt Meſſieurs de 
Grignan ; what ! do you pulk this chicanery; eb 
fy! can any people begin again when they have 
once loſt a cauſe as you had done ? I beg pardon, 
child, of the Chevalier's noble ſoul; I muſt own 
this diſcourſe gave my ſoul of elay ſome pleaſure. 
This is Buri's manner at Verſailles, you know 
how ſhe behaves in the Grand Council, and the 
court of inqueſts; fo that you conclude ſhe de- 
ſerves the ſame inſcription fannulld) upon her 
back as upon her petition. She was coming from 
a judge as I entered ;. ſhe ſaid to him, upon ſeeing 
me, Sir, I leave you in good hands; the air with. 
which ſhe uttered theſe words gave me ſome emo- 
tion, and in this fituation J had ſenſe enough to 
fay nothing ; I had, neverthelefs, fome few thi 
to tell her, but J was ſilent. If you follow your 
friend's advice, you will regulate your affairs, ta 
come this winter and complete what is to be done; 
for with the arret you are poſſeſſed of, there is no- 


* Siſter to M. de Aiguebonne. 


thing 
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thing to be feared ; but what is done, is done, 
and you will ſettle the judgment of the bill of re- 
view with M. de Grignan's knightſhip, and a very 
few of the court; you will alſo ſee your ſon ; theſe 
eonſiderations united will induce you to take fo eli- 
giblea reſolution. Your compariſon of M. Gui, 
who is mad enough to want to be condemned in 
all the courts, with that ideot who is ever endea- 
vouring to revive a dead corpſe, without being 
able to accompliſh his deſign, has greatly humbled 
me: I find the good uſe you make of this tale, 
which was one day entirely: loſt in my hands, in 
company with-the Chevalier ; this was a great mis- 
fortune, for I think the ſtory is excellent, You 
have reſtored it to life, my dear girl, and I think. 
you have applied it very well. 


We hear that the K. of E. is ar- 
rived in Ireland, where he was received with tranſ- 
port. The P. of O. is ſo much afflicted with an 
aſthma, that all the troops he raiſes deſert, fancying 
he is going to die: ſeven regiments have left him 
to go into Scotland. As to me I am perſuaded that 
the K. of E. with God's aſſiſtance, will ſurmount 
all his enemies, and diſpel all thoſe clouds that 
ſeem ready to break upon us. The Swiſs are all 
ſoftened: M. Amelot is doing wonders there; this 
is great news. M. de Beauvillier, M. de Lamoig- 
non, and Eaſter, will reconcile all thoſe violent 
bickerings at the carrying off of Miſs Vaubrun, 
which affair I have-related to you ; the public will 
be a gainer by the abſence of- that villain B. 


ern 
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To the fame. 


Paris, Friday, April 1, 1689. 


wy E ſtill think of ſetting out 


as ſoon as the holidays are over; I cannot get the 
better of my melancholy at the thought of being 
ſo diſtant from you; I know not how this journey 
will turn out. I do not think I ſhall ſee my fon, 
who is quite in deſpair to think of the' tremendous 
expence he will be at to head his militia in Lower 
Britanny. He admires the work that is cut out 
for him by the P. of O. this d' Aiguebonne of Eu- 
rope, as you very properly call him; and by what 
diſpoſitions or diſorders Providence is pleaſed to {eek 
him in his woods, and ſhew him to the world in a 
war in that part. 


| Your letters of the 27th are before 
me. I find you are indiſpoſed, my dear child; 
you ſee ſometimes that your ſtomach talks, you 
ſee that your head talks too: nothing can be 


clearer than that you break it to ſhatters; in a word, 


that your head-ach ariſes either from your readin 

or writing too intenſely ; for you find yourſelf at 
eaſe, when you deſiſt from theſe violent exerciſes, 
and ſuch they are: that poor head, ſo good, fo 
well turned, ſo capable of the greateſt things, begs 
for quarter; this is not explaining one's ſelf ambi- 
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voully ; take pity of it, then, my dear girl, you 
Id confider it as impracticable to keep up our 
double correſpondence, anſwer all the caſual let- 
ters that come daily to hand, belides writing to 
Madame de Vins three times a week ; this is not 
Jiving, it is dying for us ; this 1s. very obliging. 
When I ſee you writing upon large paper, me- 
thinks I ſee you mounted upon one of your high 
horſes ; you gallop away very well, I acknowledge; 
but you go too far, and I can no longer endure 
the conſequences. Take pity then of yourſelf 
and us; as to me, if I had occaſion, after having 
wrote to you, to write another letter of the fame 
length, I would not even attempt it. If you ſhould 
think I dwell too much upon this matter, the truth. 
is I have it too much at heart. I hope that the 
Chevalier will, through M. de Cavoie, prevent my 
paying the imereſt apon interęſt, in paying 17,000 ſi- 
vres, which J have now in my pocket, by the af- 
fiftance of my daughter-in-law * ; if this be the 
cafe, I defire you will thank him, the way is ſome- 
what long for fo lively an acknowledgment as 
mine, but this is the moſt worthy of the benefit. 
J ſhall be charmed to find M. de Grignan has him- 
felf anſwered your ſiſter- in- law; ſhe writes to me 
a thouſand compliments and provocations for him ; 
it is, ſhe ſays, a diſpoſition ſhe ineffectually com- 
bats ; in a word, ſhe muſt be rallied with a _ 
it is the bent of her mind. 


Your fon is not now in the leaſt 
expoſed ; enjoy, my dear girl, this tranquility. 
There has been ſome little ſcirmiſhing in other 


9 e eee — Mauron, Marchioneſs de Sevigne. 
places: : 
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places: Chamilli has been ſomewhat beaten, and 
Gandelu is very much wounded; but Toiras has 
had a brilliant little claſh, in which he has de- 
feated or taken three or four hundred men. The 
affairs of England go well, the P. of O's credit 
every day diminiſhes. A wag wrote upon the pa- 
lace-gate at Whitehall *, This houſe to be let 
at Midſummer.” Scotland and Ireland are en- 
tirely againſt this Prince. The K. of E. has been 
very well received in Ireland ; he has inſured the 
proteſtants every kind of liberty and protection, 
provided they were faithful to him. The Lord- 
lieutenant is Madame Hamilton's huſband. We 
muſt ſee what turn theſe affairs take; it ap- 
pears to me like a large thick black cloud of 
hail, which begins to grow lighter. We have 
ſeen ſuch as theſe at Livri, that have gone off 
without a ſtorm. God guides every thing. Adieu, 
my dear girl, take care of yourſelf, make Paulina 
write, whilſt you reſt yourſelf in your eloſet. 


* The palace of the King of ogland at London, fituute in 
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LET TER DALY. 
To the ſame. 


Paris, Wedneſday, April 6, 1689, 
Acquaint you from Madame de la 
Fayette, and the numerous group of 
 hypochondriacs, that vapours ariſing from the ſpi- 
rits being exhaufted, are the moſt dangerous and 
the moſt difficult to cure ; after this if you ex- 
hauft yourſelf, and are pleaſed to have the head- 
ach to that degree that you cannot ſtoop without 
pain, force yourſelf to write and read, you 
will ſoon find yourſelf incapable of any thing, and 
become a mere vegetation. As this diſorder ariſes 
ſolely from your inceſſant writing, I conjure you 
to be leſs ſtudious, if you love us; repoſe yourſelf 
upon your bed when you have a mind to commu- 
nicate your ſentiments, and make Paulina write; 


this will teach her to think and diſpoſe her thoughts; 


you will preſerve yourſelf, and we ſhall converſe 
with you in this manner, without its being any 
expence to you. I with you had been blooded, 
what inconvenience can ariſe from it? This would 
open your veins, and pive the blood more room to 
circulate in; but you will not be perſuaded. This 
dear herb (perriw:inkle) would do wonders in ſuch 
a ſituation; I am glad to find you met with it at 
hand, one might be induced to think it was form- 
ed on purpoſe for you; when you recover your 
beauty, it will be aſked upon what herb did * 

tread ? 
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tread? and I will anſwer perritungtle. I know 
not why you ſhould be in ſuch a hurry to go theſe 
holidays to Grignan, without your huſband. No- 
thing could be fo clever as being at St. Mary's, 
and avoid a-while the duſt and buildings of Grig- 
nan. If I underſtand you, M. d' Arles is there; 
I uſed this name to avoid ſaying the Coadjutor, r 
the Archbiſhop ; there is great invention in this 
diſcovery. Let us ſay a word more about our vic» 
tory in the Great Council, it has given us a good 


opinion of our guides; to fay the truth it was 


pretty and gallant; every thing was rapid, it was a 
crowned work we carried ſword in hand. No- 


body but you can carry the bill of review, though 


much eaſter, becauſe we ſha]! all be ſeparated in a 
moment, and one perſon alone cannot undertake 
it; as to me, I ſhall not engage without my eo- 
lanel . | | ; 


| It rains inceſſantly, I have endea- 
youred to put Madame de Chaulnes out of her 
road, that ſhe may put off her journey for a weekt 
I ſhall pay my money to-morrow to the Syndic o 
Britanny ; he receives it on account of the princi- 
pal and intereſt; I ſhall make my proteſtations, 


and ſay - I have paid the ſum that I owe upon the 


inventory; that Tam quit, and that I neither can 


nor ought to pay the interęſi upon intereſt, as this 


would be ufury.” I would that this were tried by 
the States, but I am afraid it will come on here be- 
fore the Commiſlaries, I will draw back as much. 
as I can : but enough of this, it has grieved me, 
and it is over. | | 


* The Chevalier de Grignan. 
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5 No one knows what is become of 
M. d'Enrichemont. But M. de Brionne is to ſign 
to-morrow his marriage- articles with Madame 
d' Eſpinai, a rich heireſs of a great family *. It 
ſeems the intelligence from England is in our fa- 
vour: neither the Iriſh, Scotch, or Engliſh are 
attached to the P. of O. It is certain that your 
ſon is too amiable; this is both good and evil; 
but God preſerve him, which I utter with that 
tone of voice that flows from your heart, and 
which penetrates mine, for it is the characteriſtic 
of truth. Adieu, my dear child, I am not trou- 
bled with vapours, yet I will not write any longer, 
it is late, it rains, and I muſt ſend away my letters, 
I muſt afk you one queſtion, which you muſt an- 
ſwer me ſincerely ; are you not chagrined, though 
_ ſmile at your jealouſy ? How are you with 

adame D. it does not ſeem to me that you have 
availed yourſelf of either her witor converſation. 


This marriage did not take place till the twenty. third of 
December following. 


8 5 8 8 5 2 8 8 8 58 5 5 5 5 80 


LETTER DCLXXVI. 
| To the fame. 
Paris, Good. Friday, April 8, 1689. 


1 Did not expect your letters to- 
day, my dear girl, I muſt retire to-night, as ! 
perform my Eafter devotions to-morrow 3 it 15 
preciſely you that I want to eftrange a little from 
my mind. I heard a very fine ſermon this morn- 

| = | ing 
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ing preached by the Abbe Anſelme at St. Paul's; 
I was quite prejudiced againſt him, I thought him 


a Gaſcon, and this was ſufficient t> deſtroy all 


faith in what he ſaid ; but he compelled me to lay 
aſide this unjuſt opinion, and I find him one of 
the beſt preachers J ever heard; he has wit, devo- 


tion, grace, and elaquence; in a word, there are 


very few I prefer before him. I wiſh you were not 
treated like dogs in the provinces, and that they 
ſent you a man ſomewhat fimilar to him. How 1s 
it poſſible to liſten to your preachers ? this does 
religion a prejudice, 


| - Madame de Chaulnes wants to go 
before the Puaſimodo. I have juſt made ſome lit- 
tle arrangements, which will be admirable, in caſe 
of an alarm, to ſecure your repoſe. Do not men- 


tion this again to me, when you write ; the Che- 
valier approves of it, and that is enough. Here 
ends my letter, I ſhall add four lines to-night. 


I am going to Tenebres, and from thence to St. 
Paul's, 


— Here I am returned, my dear child, 
and I take my leave of you, defiring you will reſt 
and make Paulina work, if you are inclinable to 


anſwer my chat ; otherwiſe do not attend to it, 


write me ſhort letters, and keep well, this is all I 
deſire. | 


LETTER 


* — — — 
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CHEE NNE ο e Nad 
LETTER DCLXXVI.. 
To the ſame. 8 
Paris, Manday, April 11, 1689, 


You have, at length, my Ione 
child, left Aix; you ſeem to me to have it con- 
ſtantiy before your eyes. You are now at Grig- 


nan, do you find yourſelf better in this ſolitude, 


with all the inconveniencies that have there ariſen ? 
I cannot help thinking that your fondneſs for re- 
tixement' is, in fact, nothing more than being a 
conftant diſciple to deſpair and melancholy ; you 
are afraid leſt diſſipation ſhould, in ſome meaſure, 
abate thoſe apprehenſions you are willing conſtantly 
to cheriſh for your dear child, whenever he is in 
the leaſt danger : I think, perhaps, but too juſtly; 
but you mult be very cruel to yourſelf, not to pro- 
fit, at leaſt of that time, when the little gentleman 
is eaſy, to be the ſame alſo on your part, inſtead 
of anticipating peril as you ſeem to do. I believe 
we ſhall ſet out the day after to-morrow, in the 
morning ; I am ridiculouſly melancholy, at a 
journey I am willing to take, which I ought to 
take, and which I do take with all imaginable con- 
venience. Madame de Carman 4, is to go again 
with us, ſhe is an amiable woman; a great reti- 
nue, two coaches and fix, a farrier, eight horie- 


* Mary-Ann du Pui de Mourinais, Marchioneſs de 8 
men; 


— — — —— 2 
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men; in a word, quite grand; we ſhall lie at Ma- 
licorne; could you wiſh for a more agreeable op- 
portunity ? You will at firſt direct your letters to 
me at Rennes, and I will inform you when to ad- 
dreſs them to Vitre ; I ſhall be ſurfeited with the 
noiſe and buſtle at Rennes; J only go there to. ſee 
Madame de Chaulnes. The Chevalier will go 


from thence to Verſailles, I thought he would ne- 


ver have left me till he had ſeen me hanged *, but he 
has buſineſs ; I am greatly affected at the thoughts 
of his abſence, it is a real conſolation for me to 


converſe with him, about you and your concerns, 


ever productive of an agreeable union; we meet to 
talk upon what we have (olely at heart; the Che- 
valier is ſtrong, Iam weak; he can eaſily do with- 
out me, but I cannot without him; meditation 
will be my employment, and here I ſhall converſe 
with you; but I ſhall till be wanting in that prop 
which was ſo neceſſary and agreeable to me; we 
muſt tear ourſelves from every thing, and wean 
ourſelves from all that is deſirable. Mell me your 
intentions with regard to the bill of review, will 
you acquaint M. d' Arles with it? will you not 


yourſelf return for it? As to us, every one may go 
his own way; we are ſatisfied with having gained 


our little victory. Let me hear from you, my dear 
girl, and of what relates to you; conſider that I 
can learn nothing more from the Chevalier; you 
may appoint Paulina to write to me trifling occur- 
rences, as you know there is nothing I dread ſo 
much as overwhelming you. 


| The miſunderſtanding between the 
duke d*Eſtrees.and M. de Gevres isaccommodated ; 
his noſe is repaired with the noſes of the Bet. 


® See Scene IX. Act III. of Moliere's Mock-Do&#er, 
Made- 
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Mademoiſelle de V. ſo oſten repeated that ſhe would 


nat be married, and that ſhe would be a nun, that 


{be has been placed amongſt the files blaues of 
St. Dennis. To which the world adds that mad- 
cap is no longer in France. I have no news for 
you. Madame de Meri has been very ill of a bi- 
lious vomit, ſhe has taken a little tartar emetic, 
and is now recovered. Adiev, my dear child, 


preſerve for me that friendſhip which conſtitutes 


the happineſs of my life : I will not communicate 
to you all my tenderneſs nor all my weakneſs. 


LET T E R DCLXXVIII. 


To the ſame. 


Paris, Tueſday, April 12, at night, 1689, 


F yourletters, which I expect, 


come to hand to-night, I will anfwer them upon 
the road, or at lateff at Malicorne. We ſhall ſet 
out to-morrow morning, and lay at Bonnelle; 
the others will depart at eight or nine o'clock ; 
Madame de Chaulnes, who is vigilance itſelf, will 
ſet off at day-break. You know, that in going to 
Bourbon, I ſhould rather accommodate myſelf to 
her manners, than endeavour to correct them; ſo 


I ſhall purſue my journey, and by the facility of my 


_ diſpoſition, nothing will diſpleaſe me. All the ſe- 
curity and precautions that ean be defired in a 
journey, I ſhall find in this; and I fhall not even 
have occaſion to be frightened, to cry out and 


bluſh, our good Ducheſs takes upon her all theſe 
2 things, 


V 
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things, and I ſhall go through it with all the exter- 
nal marks of courage and reſolution, in compariſon 
to her ſeeming fear and timidity; thus are unde- 
ſerved eulogiums obtained. I have given all ne- 
ceſſary orders for the receipt of your letters at Ma- 
licorne, Vitre, and afterwards at Rennes; I will 
write to you again as ſoon as poſſible ; but be not 
under any concern if you do not receive my letters 
regularly, as this will be the fault of the weather 
and the poſt. I am till under ſome affliction at my 


departure; how can I reflect upon the ſituation of 


your affairs without chagrin? the death of the 


- Archbiſhop (of Arles) ſtill overcomes you. I fear, 


] know not why, that your eagerneſs of getting to 
Grignan has given you real trouble. The Che- 
valier was a little uneaſy that you ſet out from Aix, 
without diſcharging entirely your loan, there are 
ſome things that ſhould not be omitted ; they eſcape 
our. memory, as ſoon. as we are abſent. Pleaſe 
God we may ſee one another in a ſhort time: God 


preſerve you, take care of your health; mine is 
of great conſequence to me, by reaſon of the inte- 


reſt you take in it. Ihave been taking ſome leaves 
this morning upon your account, which' alone 
made them agreeable. Adieu, my moſt amiable 
Counteſs, I cry, what folly ! it is owing to this 
double abſence and eftrangement, See M. Ia 
Garde, keep up your ſpirits, and do not give way 
to melancholy, avail yourſelf of your courage, and 
execute the decrees of Providence. FN 


Vor. IX, 
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LETTER DCLXXIX. 
To the ſame, 


Paris, Wedneſday, April 13, late at night, 1689. 
UR journey is not only poſt- 


poned for to-day, but we ſhall not ſet out for Bri- 
tanny theſe twelve days, by reaſon of M. de 


Chaulnes journey to Nantes. His lady called up- 
on me this morning to aſk me if I were inclinable 
to go and paſs ten days with her at Chaulnes ; or 
whether we ſhould meet upon a day appointed at 
Rouen, in order to go to Britanny by the way of 
Caen: I did not heſitate ; I am fo much upon the 
wing, and fo entirely abſent in imagination from 
Paris, that I am going to reſt myſelf at Chaulnes; 
Madame de Carman is of the ſame way of think- 
ing. So it is decided, and we ſhall ſet out to- 


morrow for Chaulnes ; but you, my dear girl, you 


are at Grignan ; I enter into all your uneaſineſs, 
and feel it, You were greatly terrified leſt there 
ſhould be no war, and you were thinking to what 
part of Europe, you ſhould be obliged to ſerid your 
ſon. Providence has baMed your thoughts ; all 
Europe is in a blaze, you have not thought of the 


P. of O. who is the Attila of this period. Some 
important news is circulated to-day, which will 


make a conſiderable diverſion; the King of Poland 
is upon the point of declaring war againſt the Em- 
peror upon twenty ſubjects of complaint, and the 


much 
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much to fear upon the borders of the Rhine. In 
fine, my daughter, every thing is ſettled in heaven, 
every thing is in the hands of God. This lad is 


already habituated to the profeſſion, has capacity, Wh 
and is well inſtructed, having ſeen three ſieges in 1 
ſeven years time: this is what you did not think | 
of, but what God ſaw from all eternity. Tell me 1 
how Paulina employs herſelf. Adieu, my moſt 14 


amiable girl, confider you are a woman of forti- Fi} 
tude ; if you had not war at home, you would be Bi} 
in ſearch of it; may God preſerve your ſon, he 
is in his hands, and you ſhould hope to ſee him 
again. in good health: think of the many perils 
from which he has ſnatched the Chevalier, and 
that your child will follow the ſteps of his uncle. 


PCC 


LETTER DCLXXX. 


To the ſame. 


„51 Chaulnes, Sunday, April 175 1689. 


Am waiting for your letter of 
ur Friday; how melancholy it is that I can no longer 
: hear from you regularly three times a week ! this 
e is juſt whatT have at heart, and which I called my 
Pe Hall aſſtiction; but really it is not ſmall, and I ſhall 
be ſenſible of this privation. The Chevalier 
wrote to me a little adieu from Verſailles, full of 
tenderneſs, and it greatly affected me; for he cru- 
elly forgets the ſhare we have in his efteem ; and 
as it is moſt — deſired, it is a real joy he 
| | 2 deprives 
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deprives his friends of, I thanked him for his let- 
ter, by another which I wrote at my departure: 
he informed me that your ſon wauld not be of a 
certain detachment, as the thing that had been 
talked of was no longer a ſubject of attention, 
which afforded my heart much relief; and as he 
has acquainted you with it, you muſt breathe as 
I do. I but too well comprehend all your anxie- 
ties, they return upon me, ſo that I feel them on 
both hands. | ET 7 


I ſet out then, my beloved girl, on 
Thurſday, with Madame de Chaulnes and Ma- 
dame de Carman ; we were in the beſt coach, 
drawn by the beſt horſes, with the greateſt equipage, 
farriers, horſemen, and conveniences, and every 
poſſible precaution. We lay that night at Pont, 
4n a pretty little inn, and the next day we arrived 
here. The roads are very bad ; but this houſe is 
very fine and has a grand air, though it is without 
furniture, and the gardens are neglected. There 
is ſcarce any verdure to be ſeen, and not one ſwal- 
low yet; in a word, it is ſtil] winter the ſeventeenth 
of April. But it is eaſy to imagine the beauties 
of theſe walks ; every thing is regular and magni- 
ficent, a great parterre in front, bowling-greens 
oppoſite the wings, a large jet-d'eau in the parterre, 
two in the bowling-greens, and another at a diſ- 
tance in the middle of a field, which is very pro- 
perly called the ſolitary; a fine country, handſome 
apartments, and an agreeable view, though flat; 
elegant furniture, which I have not yet ſeen; in a 
- ward, a houſe worthy of all thoſe panegyrics you 
have heard upon it in proſe and verſe. The Ducheſs 
is ſo good, ſoamiable, and ſo obliging to me, that 
if you love me, which I do not in the leaſt doubt, 
| Jo. 
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you muſt neceſſarily be very much obliged to her for 
all the friendly civilities ſhe pays me. We ſhall 
remain in this agreeable houſe {1x or (even days; 
and then we ſhall go through Normandy to Rennes, 
and ſet out about the ſecondor third of next month. 
This, my dear girl, is all I can tell you about my- 
ſelf, and that I enjoy the moſt perfect health in 
the world; but you, my child, how are you? 
at what a diſtance I am from you ! but how near 
is your remembrance l and how can I avoid being 
melancholy ? #713 | 


I received your letter of holy Sa- 
turday, the ninth of April; my child, you under- 
take too much, you abuſe your youth, you find 
your head incapable of going through it, that you 
exhauſt yourſelf with the number of your letters; 
if you do not attend in time the conſequences 
may be fatal ; you refuſe being blooded, but why 
did not you undergo this operation at Aix before 
you began to keep Lent? in fine, I am diſpleaſed 
with you and your health. Your reaſons for 
lengthening your ſtay at Avignon are very juſt, it 
is too early for Grignan, the dreadful winter and 
horrid winds are ſtill to be feared there. As to 
your bill of review, the Chevalier and me are 
now incapable of ſerving you; he expects to ſet 
out every moment; my departure has already 
taken place, this is not the work of a day; Her- 
cules could not deſeat Anteus *, nor root out his 
wicked practices in three moaths ; this buſineſs 
muſt then be M. d'Atles's department. Theſe rea- 
ſons united made me ſay, that if you could come 


* The giant of Lybia, ſon to Neptune and the Earth, ſmo- 
thered by Hercules, 
| 13 this 


17% LETTIIAS oF THE. 

this winter with M. de Grignan, you muſt, ae- 
cording to all appearances, put an end to this af- 
fair; your preſence would have wrought miracles. 
You talk to me of the diſpoſitions of the people of 
Provence, thoſe of this country are not ſo difficult 
to comprehend, they may be diſcovered in a mo- 
ment; but you, my deareſt girl, are too amiable, 
too grateful ; truly, in all the acknowledgments 
you make me, I ſee myſelf, they are the tendereſt 
and nobleſt in the world; preſerve your ſentiments, 
your thoughts, and the rectitude of your mind; 
we take ſometimes a review of them, juſt as we 
fmell at Hungary water, when we are in a bad air; 
adopt nothing of the country in which you are, 
but take care of what you carried thither; and, 
above all things, my dear child, pay attention to 
your health, if you love me, and are willing I 
thould return l 


S ,4 musse 
LETTER NI. 


To the ſame. 


Chaulnes, Tueſday, April 19, 1689. 


| I Expect your letters; the poſt 
comes in three times a week, and I have an in- 
clination to ftay here. I now then begin to write 
to you, to acquaint you with my thoughts ; for 
I have now no other news to tel] you, ſo that my 


letters cannot be very entertaining ; nor will you 
meet 
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meet with any thing new, as you have long ſince 
known that I love you, and how I love you; you 
therefore ſhould, inſtead of reading my letters, 
leave them unopened, and ſay I know all that my 
mother is going to tell me; but _ perſuaded 
that you will not have the power of acting thus, I 
muſt tell you, I am very uneaſy about your health, 
and your head-ach. I am terrified at the air of 
Grignan; a wind that can tear up by the roots trees 
whaſe towering heads reached the ſies, and whoſe feet 
touched the empire of the dead *, makes me tremble ; 
1 fear Jeſt it ſhould carry away my daughter, ex- 
hauſt her, dry her up, deprive her of reſt, her 
plumpneſs, and beauty; all theſe apprehenſions, 
I acknowledge to you, chill me, and deprive me of 
all repoſe. I was the other day walking alone in 
thoſe beautiful alleys, Madame de Chaulnes being 
ſhut up about her buſineſs, and Madame de Car- 
man too delicate to walk; I therefore conferred 
with the Rocks ; I entered into all theſe melan- 
choly thoughts, and nevertheleſs found ſome plea- 


ſure in being alone. I read over three or four of 


your letters ; you talk of good writing, nobody 
in the world writes better than yourſelf ; how ea- 
ſily do you expreſs yourſelf in a few words, and 


bow you range them ! this peruſal touched my 


heart, and afforded contentment to my mind. This 


is _ agreeable houſe, and we are quite uncon- 
ſtraine 


; you are acquainted with the good and 
permanent qualities of this Ducheſs. Madame de 
Carman is a very amiable woman, I have felt for 
her; ſhe has much more merit and wit than ſhe 
diſplays ; ſhe is very far from being as ignorant as 


* See the fable of the oak and the rivulet, by La Fontaine, 


fable 32, | 
| I. 4. the. 
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the common run of women, and has a good deal of 
knowledge, which ſhe increaſes every day by read- 
ing good authors ; it is a pity that her ſettlement 
ſhould be at the extremity of Lower Britanny. 
When you are able to write to M. and Madame 
de Chaulnes, I will give them my ſhare of your 


attention; you can write to me by Paulina, I 


know your ſtyle, and that is ſufficient. I wiſh 
M. de Grignan were with you, I do not like your 
being alone in that caſtle, poor little Orithyas * ! 
but Boreas is neither gallant nor civil to you, 
this is what afflicts me. Adieu, my deareſt girl, 
reſpect your fide, your head, and I know not 
what beſides, I comprehend your affliction for 
your ſon, I feel it, through him whom I love, 
and through you whom I love {till more; thus am 
I doubly aſſailed by. anxiety. 


Cordinelli, who is the beſt man 
in the world, is always with us, ever immerſed 
in his Chriſtian philoſophy, for he reads nothing 
but holy books. 


* Orithyas, daughter to Erechteus, King of Athens, was car- 
ried away by Boreas, King of Thrace ; which gave riſe to the 


fable of the rape of Orithyas, by the wind called Boreas, 
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| To the ſame. 
Chaulnes, Friday, April 22, 1689. 
T is a pity to quit a place that is 
ſo handſome, fo charming, and where your letters 


come to hand three times a week; you know we 
all ſuffer without the one thing needful ; and I. 


mult be greatly miſtaken to think of finding it 


where you are abſent. We ſhall ſet out on Sun- 
day with moſt charming weather, which has al- 
ready afforded us here in three days all the beauties 
of ſpring. We ſhall lie at Amiens, and go from 
thence by Rouen, through Normandy, into Bri- 
tanny. TI will write to you from every place I can; 
I ſhall be only a few days at Rennes, to fee M. de 
Chaulnes; and then I ſhall go to the Rocks; I. 
 thould die if J were to ſtay any time at Rennes. 
But do you conceive how impatient I am to receive 
your letters, and to know whether you have been 
blooded, and how that good head of your's; which 
was never troubleſome to you before; agrees with 
the air of Grignan? How I hate thofs vapours that 
ariſe from the ſpirits being exhauſted! they are ve- 
ry difficult to cure, when the remedy conſiſts in 
yielding to dullneſs, laying aſide thought, and re- 


maining inactive ! to a perſon lo lively and active 


as you are, it is perfect martyrdom; alas ! as you 
| I. 5. ſay, 7 
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ſay, it is a ſtrange alternative, either to reckon the 
joiſts, or make one's ſelf ill. I ſometimes medi- 
tate upon this, and read over your letters at my 
leiſure; and as I have nothing to do, I chatter 
without you, and begin my letter before your's is 
come to hand; but let not the employment of my 
leiſure induce you to do the ſame: take care of 
yourſelf, and make Paulina write. I looked the 
other day at her writing, it is very like your's, 
and ſhe ſpells well, which is very pretty. In fine, 
my dear Counteſs, avail yourſelf, I beſeech you, 
of this little, ſecretary, who pleaſes me very much. 
Paulina muſt commit your thoughts to paper; no- 
thing can be more advantageous to either you or 
mer 


| Me have ſeen M. de Chaulnes's 
machines, they are admirable, and formed upon a 
model of ſublime ſimplicity. We ſee five large 
gets-d'eau in the parterre and bowling-greens ; a 
watering-place, which is a little canal ; fountains 
for the office, kitchen, and waſh-houſe ; and for- 
merly there was no water to drink. Admire his 
courage, for all this country rallied him ; he cut 
twenty alleys through cabbages, into a young 
ſhrubbery that was not ſeen, but is now perfectly 
beautiful ; and all this was done whilſt he was at 
Britanny or at Verſailles. My God my dear 
child, how dangerous my leiſure is to you | I fear 
it will do you harm; it is tinctured with the me- 
lancholy of my reveries. I am ſenſibly affected 
at being deprived of the Chevalier's converſation ; 
this union, which was ſo natural, afforded me great 
conſolation. I am alſo very uneaſy that I have not 
heard from the Marquis; how many ſacrifices are 
to be made to God] I often perceive him in every 
| thing 


/ 
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thing that happens ; and we are all very feeble. 
and tremulous under the Almighty's hand, who 
| ſhakes Europe at preſent in ſuch a manner, that it 


would be difficult to-ſay what may be the conſe- 
quence of this univerſal cloud. 


Here is your letter of the fourteenth 
that gives me joy ; your head-ach has in ſome de- 


gree ſubſided, you will not allow it to be called va- 


pours ; but what ſhall we do if you deprive us of 


this word? for it is uſed for every thing; until you 
Carteſians produce another in its room, I muſt afk 
leave to uſe it. Strive then to cure yourſelf of theſe 


diſorders and giddineſs, which incapacitate us for 
every thing. The pain in your ſide has alſo given 


me much uneaſineſs; we have not been afflited 
with it for a long time; ſtick to the admirable per- 


riwinkle, and acquaint me with the ſtate of your 


health; I always enjoy mine perfectly well, not- 


withſtanding ſame chagrin that there is no avoiding. 


. T admire the limits you are willing to give my life; 


this turn and this expreſſion are worthy of your 


-tenderneſs, and I am ſenſible of its value, We 


here leave the firſt dawnings of this charming ſpring; 
this caſtle is very beautiful, but the elevation of 
your's ſeems rather to reſemble the palace f A- 


pollo. | 
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LETTER DGLXXXIII. 
To the ſame. 


bebe, Sunday, April 24, 1689. 


| E thought of ſetting out 
to day, my dear girl, but it will not take place 
till to-morrow. Madame de Chaulnes was the 
night before juſt ſo ill of a ſore throat, and had fo 
much difficulty to ſwallow, and her ear was ſo 
much ſwelled, that Madame Carman and myſelf 
did not know what to do : at Paris they would 
have blooded her immediately, but here ſhe 
was rubbed with balſam of eaſe, her ear ſtopt, 
and covered with brown paper; ſhe lay very 
warmly, and was ſomewhat feveriſh: in truth, 
my child, there was ſomething miraculous in what 
we were ſpectators of. This precious balſam per- 
formed a complete cure in one night's time; ſhe. 
had next day, neither ſwelling, ſore throat, nor 
kernels, fo that ſhe was able tg play at chuck, and 
it was only through mere faſhipn that ſhe kept her 
room one day; really this remedy is divine, take ſpe- 
cial care cf what you have of it, one ſhould never be 
without this aſſiſtance. But, my dear child, how 
ſorry I am for your head-ach ! what do you think 
of telling me you reſemble M. Paſcal ? you kill 
me. Tt is true that to write like him is a fine 
thing, nothing can be ſocharming : but the cruel 
caſe of having a head fo delicate and ſo exhauſted 
as his, which bas been the torment of his 2 
| an 


MARCHION ESS DE SE VIGNF'. 192 
and has now cut him off in the midſt of his ca- 
reer! we may ſplit our heads without being al- 
ways immerſed in Euelid's propoſitions; when the 
ſpirits are exhauſted to a certain degree, this has 
the ſame effect. I fear alſo that the air of Grig- 
nan may be unfavourable to you; how ſhocking 
this is ! I fear already that your frame is devoured 
and emaciated; would it pleaſe God that your air 
was as perfectly ſerene as this is ! methinks you ſin- 
cerely regret that of Livri ; as curſed as it was 
ſometimes to thoſe ill. diſpoſed againſt it, we found 
it gentle and benign ; how charming were thoſe 
ſhowers ! we ſhall never forget that agreeable little 
ſpot. My child, none but Paulina is a gainer by 
your head- ach; for ihe is too happy to write all 
your thoughts, and to learn to hate her mother as 


you hate your's. dhe ſees that you declare to me, 


that in order to enjoy your heaJth, you muſt neceſ- 
ſarily love me no longer: what is there good or 
agreeable that ſhe is unacquainted with, ſince ſhe 
has wrote for you? what you ſay upon the rain is 
too pleaſant ; what is that thing which we call 
rain? how is it made? is there ſuch a thing? and 
to compare that of Provence * to the tears of lit- 
tle children, who cry through anger and not good 
nature; nothing could be more pleaſantly imagined; 
did not Paulina „ laugh at it? once more 1 
think her happy | you have not been blooded, my 
dear child, I dare not advife you fo far off, bleed- 
ing may not, perhaps, be proper for thoſe whoſe 
ſpirits are exhauſted. You are too good to be 
fond of ſpeaking of me; I am much more valua- 
ble according to your eſtimation, than in reality. 


* It rains very ſeldom in Provence, ſometimes even not at all, 
or ſo little in the ſummer, that the earth. is more frequent 
parched than humid. 


I am 
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I am quite eaſy here, would to God your health 
. were as good as mine ! but how grievous it is to be 
ſo diſtant from each other ! it is impoſſible now to 
embrace, this was not the caſe at Paris. Would 
that your buildings were erected, as were formerly 
the walls of Thebes by Amphion “; you pretend 
to be ignorant, I am perſuaded that Paulina is 
- capable of giving an account of this paſlage of the 
fable. | | 


* Amphion, the ſon of Jupiter and Antiope, was conſidered 
as the inventor of muſic, inſomuch that the poets feigned that the 
rocks followed him, and that the ſtones at the ſound of his lyre 
diſpoſed themſelves without aſſiſtance to raiſe the walls of Thebes, 
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To the ſame. 


Pecguigni, Wedneſday, April 27, 1689. 


| VY E ſet out on Monday from 
Chaulnes, in order to lie at Amiens, where Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes is honoured and revered as you 
are in Provence; this is the only parallel caſe I 
ever knew. The Intendant + gave us a very ele- 

ant meagre ſupper, on account of its being St. 

ark's day; yeſterday we dined en gras to perfec- 

tion. After dinner we arrived here at a caſtle that 
diſplays all the pride of the heireſs of Pecquigni f. 


+ M. Chavvelin. | 
1 Claire Charlotte d' Ailli, only daughter and heireſs of Phi- 
libert Emanuel d' Ailli, lord of Pecquigni, Vidame of Amiens, 
\wedded Honoria d' Albert, marſhal of France, and father to 
Charles d' Ailli, Duke of Chaulnes, who is mentioned in this let- 


ter. 
It 
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It is an old building, raiſed above the city, like 
Grignan; an admirable fine chapter, as at Grig- 
nan ; a dean and twelve canons ; but I know not 


if the foundation is as handſome ; here are terraſſes 


upon the river Somme, which produce 2 great 
number of variegated turnings in the fields, which 
indeed are not to be found at Grignan. There 
is one of Cæſar's camps about a quarter of a league 
from hence, whoſe intrenchments are ſtil] vene- 
rated ; this is a companion to the bridge of du 
Gard *. You ſay to me, What, dearmother, 
are you a doing of? do you not go into Britanny ?” 
to this I anſwer; Daughter, we ſhall go; but 
as M. de Chaulnes will not be at Rennes till the 


ninth of next month, we have time enough, and 


we ſhall not ſet out from hence theſe two days.“ 
This delay is not diſagreeable to me, as I ſhall 
take my meaſures here to goto Nantes inthe month 
of June or July; I do not expect to have any real 
ſatisfaction all this while, as I fhall not ſee you; 
thus did I conſider the journey; I look and hope for 
another period, which is at God's diſpoſal, as well 
as every thing elſe in this world. But 1 often re- 
flect upon your health, your head, and that impe- 
tuous air that deſtroys you ; the goodneſs of your 
caſtle-walls pleaſes you; and I admire your own 
goodneſs, which expoſes you to this violence, 
Adieu, my deareſt girl, I embrace you, without 
being able to tell you how tenderly and ſenſibly I 
love you. I am reading the life of the Duke d'E- 
pernon, which comprehends almoſt a whole cen- 
tury, and is very amuſing, | 


* This bridge, which is a beautiful ſtructure, is an ancient 
work of the Romans, upon the Garden in Lower Languedoc; it 
js built of hewn ſtone, of an amazing length and thickneſs, and 
has three ſtories of arches one above another, | 
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To the ſame. 


5 uigni, Saturday, April 30, 1689. 


my dear girl, I am certainly at Grignan ; the north 
wind in the.open country cannot be more violent. 
For my part I imagine we are upon the point of 
entering into ſuchan intemperate month of May, 
as we have often ſeen at Livri. We have been in 
this handſome houſe theſe three days, where we 
have a molt agreeable perſpective ; we ſhall ſet out 
in an hour for Rouen, which we ſhall reach to- 
morrow, and where I ſhall find your letters; it is 
a melancholy conſideration for me to have been 
_ deprived of them theſe ſix days; they are ſo much 
the neceſſary ſubſiſtence of my heart and mind, 
that I languiſh when they are wanting. We 
ſhould have been at Rouen three days ago, if ſome 
buſineſs that Madame de Chaulnes has had to 
tranſact, and a deſire of not reaching Rennes till 
the ninth of May, had not made us remain here. 
As for me, I am very little concerned at being a 
month upon the road, the interruption of your 
correſpondence is the only thing that makes me 
uneaſy; I paſſed ten days very agreeably at Chaul- 
nes, receiving your letters regularly three times a 


weck. Thave been to Amiens, and have ſeen the 
caſtle 


F I may give creditto the wind, 
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caſtle of Pecquigni, and have ſent my orders into 
Britanny, I ſhall not be better off at Rennes; the 
Rocks alone will afford me an agreeable ſolitude; 
this tranquility could not eſcape me. I am quite 
deſtitute of news at preſent ; 1 am ignorant of the 
ſtate of your health, if you have been ill, and 
whether Boreas {till terrifies you; I have many 
dreads upon your account, I muſt acknowledge. 
I know not how you would have acted with reſpect 
to Mademoiſelle d'Alerac's marriage *; I know no- 
thing about the Chevalier nor the Marquis; I have 
theſe matters greatly at heart. I hope I ſhall gain 
intelligence to-morrow at Rouen, from whence I 
will write to you again ; the only reaſon of my 
writing to-day is, that this ſhocking letter may be 
forwarded on Monday, and that you may not have 
occaſion to add to the number of your uneaſineſſes, 
that of being doubtful about the ſtate of my health, 
which is perfectly good; I wiſh your's was as per- 
fect; my love for you induces me to take care of 
myſelf; I eat nothing but what is fit for you, never 
two meals alike, Madame de Chaulnes and Ma- 
dame de Carman follow the ſame regimen. You 
ſee, my child, I am perſuaded of your friend- 
ſhip, as I no way lower that agreeable tone, which 
tells me my converſation is agreeable to. you ; che- 
riſh, then, the ſame regard for me, not doubting 
that my affection is full as great as your's, and its 
foundation far greater. Adieu, my dear child. I 
do, indeed, love Paulina, I find myſelf prejudiced 
in her favour; methink in the little altercations 
between you, I ſhould be her advocate. N 


Frances julia de Grignan, married the Gxth of May follows« 
ing to Henry Emanuel Hurault, Marquis de Vibraie. | 
Madame 
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Madame je Chaulnes and Madame 
de Carman ſay a th:uſand obliging civil things to 
you. The latter is a great reader, ſhe knows a lit- 
tle of every thing; I am alſo ſoraewhat of her 
complexion, io that our ſuperficial learning agrees 
very well. | 
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To the ſame, 


Ponteau-de-Mer, Monday, May 2, 1689. 


a | I Lay laft night at Rouen, from 
whence I wrote you a line, only to acquaint 
you that I had received two of your letters with 
much tenderneſs : I do not give way to all the 
tenderneſs it would excite in me, it diffipates me, 
and I ſhould too frequently give way to retirement, 
and avoid ſociety; in a word, I feel, but do not 
enter into a deep diſquiſition of it. Rouen is eleven 
leagues from Ponteau-de-Mer, we are come here 
to lic. I have ſeen the fineſt country in the world, 
the moſt pleaſant fields, and all the meanderings 
of the moſt beautiful Seine, whoſe banks, for 
four or five leagues, yield in nothing to the Loire; 
they are graceful, are decorated with houſes and 
trees, young willows, and little canals that are cut 
from this great river; it is, indeed, fine; I had 
no idea of Normandy, I was too young when J 
ſaw it; alas! there is not, perhaps, one ſoul tobe 


found of all thoſe I formerly ſaw ; this is a melan- 
choly 


4 
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choly reflection | I hope to find at Caen, which 
we ſhall reach on Wedneſday, your letter of the 
twenty-firſt, and that of M. de Chaulnes. I never 
ceaſed eating with the Chevalier till my departure, 
Lent did not occaſion any ſeparation; I was 
charmed to converſe with him upon your buſineſs, 
I am infinitely ſenſible of this privation; methinks 
I am in an unknown country, never to enter up- 
on theſe matters. Corbinelli would never ſpend 
the evenings with him, his philoſophy led him to 
bed, I ſaw him in the morning, and the Abbe Bi- 
gorre often came to tell us news. | 


1 ſhall be attentive to your return, 
which will regulate mine ; I long for the expedi- 
tion. When I ſet out, M. de Lamoignon was at 
Baville with Coulanges. Madame du Lude, and 
Madame de Verneuil, came from their convents to 
bid me adieu; they all met at my houſe with Ma- 
dame de Vins, who was juſt returned from Savig- 
ni. Madame de Lavardin came alſo with the Mar- 
chioneſs d'Huxelles, Madame de Mouci, Madame 
de la Rochefoucault, and Madame du Bois; ſo 
many farewells made my heart very heavy. I 
had the preceding day embraced Madame de la 
Fayette, this was the day after the holidays; I was 
quite aſtoniſhed at my departure ; but, my dear 
girl, I was going to greet the coming of ſpring in 
every place I paſſed; it is a beautiful ſpring, and 
ſo young and gentle, that I with for you every mo- 
ment, inftead of that cruel Boreas, that overturns 
you, and kills me whenever I think of it. 


I embrace Paulina, and I pity her 
want of taſte for hiſtory, it is a great amuſement z 
does ſhe, at leaſt, like to read Moral Eſſays =_ | 
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Abbadie*, as well as her dear mama? Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes pays you a thouſand friendly re- 
gards, ſhe takes great care of me, indeed too 
much. It is impoſſible to travel through a more 
beautiful verdure, more agreeably, ſumptuouſly, 

or freely. Adieu, thou moſt amiable girl, this is 
enough for Ponteau-de Mer, I will write to you 
from Caen. 


* Author of an excellent Treatiſe upon the Truth of the Chriſtian 
| Religion. ve | 
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| To the ſame, | 


Caen, Thurſday, May 5, 1689, 


| I Was doubtful whether I ſhould 
here receive the letter of the twenty-firſt of April, 
which I had not received at Rouen ; it would have 
been a pity to have loſt it. Good God! with 
what a taſte, what a heart, for taſte lows from the 
heart, what a manner do you talk of your affec- 
tion ? It is true, my dear Counteſs, that the bu- 
ſineſs of Avignon affords great conſolation: if, as 
you ſay, it happened to people at the flow of their 
finances, how greatly would it facilitate a journey 
to Paris | your expences have been very great, and 
this will only make up deficiencies ; but again, as 
I ſaid the other day, you muſt have lived to receive 
theſe favours from Providence; nevertheleſs, my 


child, this ſame Providence will enable you, by an- 
| | other 
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determinations. \ 


other channel, to come to Paris; we muſt wait its 


| It is not eaſy to comprehend how 
the Chevalier, with ſo many complaints, will be 
able to make a campaign ; but it ſeems that he is 
at leaſt inclined to ſhew he is willing, and hath a 
ſincere deſire ; this, I believe, no-body doubted. 
He is much inclined to goto Balurac for the ſake of 
the waters; I have ſeen the natural approbation 
which the Capuchins gave theſe waters, and as 
they ſtrengthen his good opinion of them, this 
journey muſt be conſidered as he pleaſes; he has 
good ſenſe, and knows what he is doing. But 
our Marquis, heavens, what a man ! will you be- 
lieve us another-time'? When you are inclined to 
draw.conſequences from all his childifh fears, we 
told you that he would be the thunderbolt of war ; 
he is one, and you have made him ſuch; in truth, 
heis an amiable boy, his growing merit will cer- 
tainly carry him great lengths; God preſerve him, 
J am perſuaded you do not doubt of my manner of 
uttering this. 1 . | 
1 f 7 : ” ; 
Il do not think you will have the 
courage to obey your father Lanterne; would you 
not afford Paulina, who has much ſenſe, the 
pleaſure of making ſome uſe of it, in reading the 
beautiful pieces of: Corneille, Po/yeuftes, Cinna, 
and the others? To have only this ſcrap of de- 
votion, without being induced by the grace of 
God, ſeems to me like being booted without 
ſtockings; it has no connection or conformity 
with all the reſt. I do not find that M. and Ma- 
dame de Pomponne treat Felicité in the ſame man- 
| | es ner *, 
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ner, who learns Italian, and every thing neceſ- 


fary to form the mind; I am perſuaded that ſhe 


will ſtudy and explain the fine works in queſtion. 
They have brought up Madame de Vins in the 
fame manner t, and do not omit teaching their 
daughter how to be perfectly a chriftian, what it 
is to be a chriſtian, with all the beauty and ſolidity 
of our religion : this is all I ſhall ſay to yon upon 
this head. I believe that Paulina imitates you in 
having an averſion tohiſtory; it appears to me very 
amuſing; I am very well pleaſed with the life of 
the Duke d' Epernon by Girard; it is not new, but 
it has been recommended to me by my friends, and 
Croiſilles, who have read it with pleaſure. | 


eb Let me ſpeak a word about my 
Journey, my dear child. We came in three days 
from Rouen hither, without any adventures, only 
fine weather and a charming ſpring, eating nothing 
but the beſt of every thing, going to reſt early, 
without any kind of inconvenience. We arrived 
here this morning, we ſhall not ſet out till to-mor- 
row, in order to reach Dol in three days, and then 
go to Rennes; M. de Chaulnes waits for us with 
violent impatience. We were upon the ſea-coaſt 
of Dive, where we lay; this country is very fine, 
Caen is a _ pretty city, the avenues agreeable, 
gay, and well ſituated ; the ſtreets are handſome, 
the buildings elegant, and the churches ſump- 
tuous ; 5 the fields and walks, and in a 
word, the ſource of all our geniuſſes r. Our 


* Catherine-Felicite Arnauld de Pomponne, widow to John- 
Baptiſt Colbert, Marquis de Torci, and miniſter of ftate, 

+ Siſter to Madame de Pomponne. | 
IT John-Renavld de Segrais, of the French academy, was of 
Caen, as well as Malherbe, Huet, &c, | 


: friend 
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friend Segrais is gone to Meſſieurs de Matignon, 
which much afflicts me. Adieu, thou moſt amia- 

ble woman, I embrace you a thouſand times. 
Youare now in the duſt of your buildings. 


HE0006060090:30S0200000 
LETTER DCLXXXVIIL. 
To the ſame. 


: Dol, Monday, May 95 1689. 


— 


| E arrived here yefterday 
pretty much fatigued, and the carriages ſtill more. 
This is the ſame ſpot where I came to ſee M. and 
Madame de Chaulnes four years ago. We came 
from Caen in two days to Avranches ; we found 
the good Biſhop “* of this city dead and buried 


eight days before; he was Tefle's uncle, a pious 


8 who was ſo much afraid of dying out of 


is dioceſe, that, to avoid this misfortune, he never 
quitted it. There are others, whom nothing but 
death could catch them in it. We found all the 
domeſtics of this good man in tears; his ſhade did 
not, however, fail to afford us a good ſupper and 
a comfortable lodging. I ſaw from my chamber- 
window the ſea and mount St. Michael, this proud 
hill, which you ſaw ſo haughty, and which ſaw 
you ſo beautiful: it is with affection I recolle this 
journey; we dined at Pontorſon, do you remem- 
ber it? We were a long time upon the ſhore, con- 


* Gabriel-Philip d- Froullai, Biſhop of Avranches. 
| ſtantly 
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ſtantly looking at this mountain, and I conſtantly 


thinking of my dear daughter. At length we ar- 


rived here; where I defy death to catch the Biſhop. 
We have found a guard belonging to M. de Chaul- 
nes, whois employed in receiving all theſe troops, 
who come from every quarter; the grief and aſto- 
niſhment of the inhabitants of Britanny .is a me- 
lancholy thing, as theſe are things to which they 
have been eſtranged ſince the wars of the Counts 
de Montfort and Blois : in ſhort, nothing but 


tears and lamentations are to be ſeen on every ſide. 
We ſhall reſt to-day. My ſon is with his wife at 


Rennes; I ſhall take up my lodging with good 
Madame Marbeuf, though ſhe is not upon very 
good terms with this Duke and Ducheſs, ſhe be- 
ing entirely devoted to M. de Pontchartrain ; but 
I muſt ſubmit to this ſmall vexation; I ſhall al- 
ways purſue my own method, I am upon good 
terms with every body. It is only for the ſake of 
converſing with you that I write ; for I have nei- 
ther an anſwer to make you, nor any news to tranſ- 
mit. Adieu, I am in very good health, and have 
got rid of my fatigue: one travels very commo- 
diouſly with this good Ducheſs, ſhe loves you and 
embraces you with all her heart. | 


LETTER 


227 
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LETTER DCLXXXIX. 


To the ſame. 
Rennes, WW.dneſday, May 11, 1689. 


ER E we are arrived at 
Rennes, we ſet out from Dol, which is ten leagues 
diſtant ; we have travelled juſt a hundred long 
leagues in eight days and a half. The duft hurts 
one's eyes; but thirty women, who came to meet 
the Ducheſs of Chaulnes, and whom we were 
obliged to embrace in the midſt of all the duſt and 
ſun, and thirty or forty gentlemen, fatigued us 
much more than the journey had done. Madame 
de Carman, who is very delicate, fainted ; as to 
me, I went through the whole without any incon- 
'venience. M. de Chaulnes came to dinner, and 
greatly teſtified his friendſhip and ſincerity. I dif- 
covered my ſon in the whirlwind, we embraced 
each other cordially; and his little wife was charm- 
ed to ſee me, I gave my place in Madame de 
Chaulnes's coach to M. de Rennes, and Iwent with 
M. de Chaulnes, Madame de Carman, and my 
daughter- in-law, in the Biſhop's coach; we had 
only a league to go. I came to my ſon's to ſhift 
and refreſh myſelf, and from thence went to ſup at 
the hotel de Chaulnes ; I there met with the good 
Marchioneſs de Marbeuf, rowhoſe houſe T returned 
to lie, and where Fam lodged like a real Princeſs 
of Tarentum, in a handſome. chamber, hung 
with fine crimſon velvet, and ornamented like that 


4 Vox. IX. K | at 
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at Paris, and a good bed, in which I flept admira- 
bly ; the good woman is charmed to have me for 
a lodger, being very friendly, and entertaining the 
higheſt opinion of me, with which you would be 
greatly pleaſed. Here I am fixed for ſome days; 
my daughter-in-law, like myſelf, ſquints at the 
Rocks, quite impatient to go and repoſe there; ſhe 


cannot long ſupport the hurry and buſtle occaſioned 


by Madame de Chaulnes's arrival: we ſhall take 


our time; I always thought her very lively and 


pretty, very fond of me, and charmed with you 
and: M. de Grignan ; ſhe has a taſte for him that 
makes us lavgh *. My ſon is ever amiable, and ap- 
pears very glad to ſee me; he is very handſome in 
his perſon, enjoys perfect health, and is extremely 


lively and witty; he has dwelt much upon you, 


and your child, whom he loves; he has heard ſuch 
praiſes of him, as affect and ſurpriae him; for, 
like us, he e e he was a little Scaramouch; 
and all that is related of him is ſolid and ſerious. 
Tell me a little about your health, my dear child, 
mine is perfectly good, which ſurpriſes me; you 
are troubled with giddineſſes, how did you dare 
give them this name, ſince you have exploded va- 
pours ? The pains in your legs hurt me; the Ca- 
puchin is no longer here, he is gone back to work 
with his dear comrade, whoſe eyes give you ſuch 
diſagreeable ideas; fo that I can no longer obtain 
any advice, either for you or Paulina. I intreat 
you to animate this child's deſire of pleaſing you, 
and you will make her an accompliſhed woman, 
and I adviſe you to avail yourſelf of that facility 

ou find in her, to ſerve you as a little ſecretary, 
with her free hand and good orthogtaphy; let this 
little woman, I ſay, aſſiſt you. 


Madame de Sevign's | davghter-in-law had never ſeen M. 


a 
| 
{ 
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LETTER DCXC. 
To the ſame. 


Rennes, Sunday, May 15, 1689. 


1 And Madame de Chaulnes 
keep us here with ſo much friendſhip, that it is 
difficult to refuſe them a few more days. I ima- 
gine they will ſpeedily ſet out for St. Malo's, 
where the King is making preparations ; ſo- that 
we ſhall teſtify great complaiſance, without being 
at much expence. This good Ducheſs has quitted 
her numerous circle, to come and viſit me ſo much 
like a friend, that you would love her for it ; ſhe 
found me juſt going to write to you, and has de- 
fired me to acquaint you with the great glory ſhe 
aſcribes to herſelf in having conducted me in ſuch 
good health. M. de Chaulnes often ſpeaks to me 
of you; he is entirely taken up with the militia, 
it appears very ſtrange to ſee people wear hats, who 
have never been accuſtomed to wear any thing but 
blue bonnets; they neither comprehend the exer- 
ciſe, nor what they are forbid doing; when their 
muſkets were Thouldered, and M. de Chaulnes 
appeared, and tiey wanted to ſalute him, their 
arms fell on one fide, and their hats on the other; 
they were told not to ſalute, and the inſtant after, 
when they were difarmed, if they ſaw M. de 
Chaulnes paſs, they preſſed their hats down with 
their two hands, and took ſpecial care to ſalute 
= | K 2 him. 
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him. They have been told that when in their 
ranks, they ſhould not incline either to the right 
or left; and they let themſelves be run over, the 
other day, by Madame de Chaulnes's coach, with- 
out budging a ſingle ſtep, notwithſtanding all that 
was ſaid to them. In a word, my child, the 
Lower Bretons are ſtrange people; I cannot con- 
ceive what method Bertrand du Gueſclin took to 
make them in his time the beſt ſoldiers in all 
France. So much for Britanny ; I am paſſionately 
fond of Madame Deſcartes, who adores you ; 
when ſhe was at Paris, you had not an opportunity 
of ſeeing enough of her; ſhe told me ſhe wrote to 
you with that reſpect ſhe thought due to her uncle, 
blue was a colour, a thouſand other things about 
your ſon; is not this pretty? ſhe is to ſhew me 
your anſwer. This is her manner of ſaying things 
off hand, which ſhe practiſed the other day; tell 
me what you think of it; as to me, I am very 
much pleaſed with it; for though natural it is un- 
common. TD : 


- Your Marquis is perfectly amiable, 
quite taken up with his duty; in a word, he is a 
man. I find his reputation is quite eſtabliſhed 

here, which ſurpriſes me; in a word, God preſerve 
him, you cannot doubt of my manner of expreſ- 
ſion. How pleaſant you are at the notion that Ma- 
dame de Rochebonne cannot always remain in her 
preſent ſtate, unleſs /apidated / what a pretty whim! 
am perfectly of this opinion, and that it was thus 
Deucalion and Pyrrha “ fo well reſtored the uni- 
verſe ; theſe would do juſt as much in caſe of 
neceſſity : this conceit is ſomewhat too pleaſant. 


EPS. Sec the rondeau of Benſerade upon Deucalion and Pyrrha. 
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"LET TER DA 


To the ſame. 


Rennes, Wedneſday, May 18, 1689, 


8 HANK God, my child, I 
find you have been blooded, for I acknowledge it 
has given me much ſatisfaction ; I am very de- 
ſirous to know whether your head has been relieved 
by it. Madame de Chaulnes, after having em- 
braced the beautiful Counteſs, informs her ſhe has 
ſome uneaſineſs in her legs, like herſelf, which 
does but ill agree with the gravity of the places in 
which God has put you both; and if you find 
yourſelf well from bleeding, ſhe deſires you will 
inform her; acquaint her then, my deareſt girl, 
for I ſha!l, be very glad to find that my blood has 
not been unneceſſarily ſpilt. : 


Me have laughed heartily at the 
intreaty at the cloſe of your letter, for me to take 
a purge, and I am juſt preparing myſelf to take the 
powder and the Capuchin's manna, but without 
any occaſion, except the probable effects of Lent, 
and the length of time ſince I thought of taking 


5 phyſic. So, here I am purged, as you have been 
blooded ; I find myſelf very well from it. I had 
f a.deal of company at night, M. and Madame de 


Chaulnes, Madame de Carman, M. de Rennes, 
M. de St. Malo, M. de Revel, Tonguedec, and 
. K 2 ſeveral 
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ſeveral other illuſtrious gentlemen and ladies of 
Britanny. Methinks I ſee you when J look at 
Madame de Chaulnes, behaving miraculouſly to 
all, the proportions being juſtly obſerved ; for eve 

thing is meaſured, though natural and familiar. 1 
dine in one camp, and ſup in another, that is to ſay, 
in the morning with my dear hoſteſs ®, and at 
night at the hotel de Chaulnes. The Duke is 
conſtantly occupied, ever engaged in diſpatching 
troops, and lodging them; in inceſſant reviews 
with drums beating, whilſt the regiments and 
troops are always in motion; and he entertains the 
officers at two tables, the one conſiſting of eigh- 
teen, and the other of ten covers, Every thing is 
ſplendid, as the Chevalier ſays, and thing goes 
like a ferry boat with the cable cut. Madame de 
Chaulnes thanked me for this compariſan, and ſaid 
to me in a whiſper, If I had children I would not 
act in this manner. We ſhall go on Monday to ths 
Rocks, to repoſe ourſelves a little; my ſon is quite 
impatient to be there, and it will do his wife good; 
and I myfelfbreathe nothing but the air of the woods 
of the Rocks. We ſhall. ſay that our return will be 
ſpeedy ; God guide our thoughts and defigns, I have 
jauſt been reading a pretty letter that Mademoiſelle 
Deſcartes wrote to me; let Paulina anſwer it, in 
doing honour to M. Deſcartes and religion; as a 
miracle is abſolutely neceflary, it is eafy to place 
it according to the occaſion you have for it. I 
ſometimes laugh at my friendſhip for Mademoiſelle 
Deſcartes, I have a natural diſpoſition towards her, 
Ihave always ſome buſineſs with ber, methinks ſhe 
is ſomewhat related to you on her father M. Deſ- 


* Madame de Marbeuf. 
ſcartes's 


— 
/ 
— 
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ſcartes's ſide &; and thence perhaps I borrow a 
little bit from my dear daughter. Adieu, moſt 
amiable woman, take care of yourſelf, and re- 
member that I am in perfect health. Paulina's 
writing is become vaſtly pretty, without your aid 
ſhe would have wrote but an indifferent ſcrawl ; 
this will not be the only good you will do her. I am 
very ſorry to think, I did not attend the Chevalier 
in his laſtilIneſs ; it ſeems to me, that he is going 
to follow your counſel and that af M. de Louvois ; 
he is preparing for the waters, and he will do 
well, Our Marquis is always too amiable. 


M. de Larne + is ſet out 
from Rouen to return; you will have Avignon a 
long while. N 


. * I is known that Madame de Grignan uſed to call Deſcartes 
er father. | 

- + He was Ambaſſador extraordinary at Rome, from whence 
he was recalled, after having received many inſults from Pope 


Innocent XI, with regard to the franchiſes, and other complaiata. 


of the court of France againſt that of Rome. 
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S 
LETTER DCXCI. 


To the ſame. 


Kennes, Wedneſday, May 25, 1689. 
I L Amjuſt going to ſet out with my 
fon and his wife for the Rocks, The Duke de 
Chaulnes is gone to make the tour of Lower Bri- 
tanny; and Madame de Chaulnes will ſet forward 
in an hour's time to go and wait for him at St. Ma- 
Jo's: they were not willing that we ſhould depart 
ſooner, We have remained a fortnight through 
mere complaiſance; for my part, I am ſo over- 
whelmed with viſits and compliments, that I can 
really hold it out no longer. I abſolutely require 
reſt and quietneſs in thoſe deſifable woods of the 
Rocks; I ſhall be there to-night, and ſhall profit 
of the opportunity; for I am ever thinking how to 
pleaſe you, We all ſupped laſt night at M. de 
Rennes's ; theſe are perfect, feſtivals ; this is the 
| land of good cheer ; the meat is fine and well 
Jarded, and the butter is excellent. M. and Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes would each have wrote to 
you, had they not been ſo very much hurried. 
Madame de Chaulnes ſaid to me with tears in her 
eyes, almoſt choaked ; ** Acquaint, at leaſt, the 
beautiful Counteſs, thatT left you in good health.” 
She is, indeed, a moſt amiable friend, who acquits 
herſelf miraculouſly well in all the parts Providence 
allots her, I have now been with her fix _ 
and, 
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and, during that time, her thoughts have been. 
ſolely employed to take care of me, make the 
moſt of me, and to give me marks of her friend- 
ſhip without any conſtraint. Madame de Carman 
is ſet out for Lower Normandy, ſhe is endued with 
ſome of the moſt amiable qualities in the world, 
and you would love her if you knew her. Ma- 
dame de Marbeuf is ſorry I ſhould leave her, al- 
though I am part of the day upon her hands; yet 
ſhe will not give me up, though ſhe is ac-- 
quainted with the neceſſity of my going to the 
Rocks, I will acquaint you when I go to Nantes, 
and my ſon is at the head of his nobility. My 
whole attention is now engaged to ſecure the re- 
mittance of ſome bills of exchange to Beaulieu, 
which cannot fail ſatisfying the moſt griping ob 
them all; Iam juſt like a ſhip that wants to be ca- 
reened. You deſire me, my dear child, to ac- 
_ you with my affairs ; this is my preſent: 
tuation, and theſe my deſigns, I have not yet 
done any thing ; I ſhall concert my meaſures with: 
the Abbe Charier in regard to Nantes. 


The Chevalier willregulate all- your 
moſt material buſineſs, before he ſets out. I parti 
cipate with you the joy you will have at ſeeing 
him, and the benefit he will receive from the wa- 
ters of Balaruc, M. de Grignan will return tri- 
umphant, and will not deſerve to be thrown over 

thoſe ſhattered balluſtrades, which have made ſuch. 


convenient breaches for the execution of your de- 
5 fign. But will you ever be the dupe to this ex- 
e pence ? conſider that the north- wind has often 
3 ſerved you the ſame trick. You terrified. me, for 
8 I thought it had carried away all the trees, and 
e eonſequently all the nightingales; but it is with, 
Sy K 5. pleaſure: 
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plgaſure I find there are enough remaining to make 
them ſing, and to make you ſenſible of the ſpring 
and its rifing verdure ; you have alſo gentle 
ſhowers, which make you recal to mind our poor 
Livri. Your couplet is very pretty, the air which 
Arcabonne “ has given us, is a valuable acquiſi- 
tion, it is played with ſuch eaſe and ſucceſs as are 
ſure to pleaſe; I ſing your's, but it is to myſelf. 
Your brother is quite diſſipated, I can ſcarce ſpeak 
or preſent your love to him; he will be more trac- 
table at the Rocks. Madame de la Fayette in- 
forms me, that ſhe has ſeen M, d'Aix, who can- 
nat be ſilent with regard to your merit; ſhe thinks 
you are the true line of this prelate with all the 
Grignans. Adieu, my dear girl, I muſt go and 
enter into our woods by the gate of Vitre ; there 
are ten alleys that you know nothing of, and my 
ſon is to furprize me with a parterre, and two new 
ſquares. We muſt quit this ſolitude to go to 
Nantes, this is a melancholy neceflity. 


The news from Breſt is as follows. 

M. de Chateaurenaud has ſafely landed his troops, 
arms, and money in Ireland. My Lord Herbert 
attacked M. de Gabaret, who was off at ſea with 
part of our feet. M. de Chateaurenaud after hav- 
ing covered the convoy, for which he was appoint- 
ed, came to the aſſiſtance of M d- Gabaret ; the 
fight laſted ſeven hours; when the Engliſh ſheered 
off much diſabled and ſhattered into their ports, 
The French purſued them; and in their return they 


' ® See the monolegue of Arcabonne in Amadis de Gavle, Act 
I. Scene I. At that time an infinite number of parodies were 


made upon its 
ſell 
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fell in with ſeven Dutch merchantmen, which 
they have brought into Breft ; this capture is eſti- 
mated. at a million of crowns. "Tam 
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LETTER pexcin. 
To the ſame. 
The Recks, Madusſley, Fune x, 1689. 


AULINA is too happy in 
being your ſecretary ; ſhe learns, as I told you, to 
think, and turn her thoughts, by ſeeing. how you 
turn your's ; ſhe is learning the French language, 
which moſt women are ignorant of, but you ta 
the trouble of explaining words to her, which ſhe 
would not underſtand; and by inſtructing her upon 
ſo many ſubjects, you are ſo lucky as to eaſe both 
her head and mine; the tediouſneſs of dictating, is 
not equal to the conſtraint of writing; and my 
mind is never at reſt, but when I know you are ſo. 
Perſevere, then, in inſtructing ſo properly your 
daughter, and which affords both you and me ſo 
much ſatisfaction. | | 


When you are affured of my be- 
ing in a perſect ſtate of health, you do every 
thing that can be done, which is to dread its inter- 
ruption. This ſometimes engages my thoughts, 
and not finding any of thoſe little inconveniencies 
with which you are acquainted, I ſay with aſtoniſh- 
ment, we muſt, nevertheleſs, wait for the change 
of ſo happy a tate ; * 9 I conclude, that 
| | we 
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we ſhould, as upon all other occaſions, ſubmit to 
God's will; and believe, that in inflicting ills upon 

me, he will give me patience, and I will en- 

joy my preſenc lot. 
5 The Coadjutor “ has had the cho- 
lic, he has voided two more ſtones, I write baga- 
telles to him, I tell him I do not lend him my 
apartment to lie in; that he ſhould be very well 
contented with the two painful children he brought 
forth laſt year; to which I was both witneſs and 
godmother; and aſk what he intends doing with this 
cruel fruitfulneſs, which will perhaps ftrangle it's 
father, if it be not. mollified and managed. I 
heartily pity the Chevalier, and am charmed he is 
convinced of the care I would have taken of 
bim in bis illneſs. I do not underſtand how any 
one can heſitate in giving the preference to the 
waters of Balaruc ; I was preſent when he was ad- 


viſed to go thither, after its virtues had been ſet 


forth; this muſt be determined upon. From thence, 
my dear child, he will pay you a viſit, and this will 
be a great happineſs for you and all his family ; 
you will have many things to talk of, various ſub- 
Jets to diſcus. | | 


The comparative viſion of the 
north wind to the chattering of the ladies of Aix, 
appears to nie very pleaſant, I know how atten- 
tive you are to this ſort. of company; and I be- 
lieve you are ſtill more ſo to the wind, and if I 
may judge from your manner of ſpeaking of it, 
you wiſh more ardently for it's termination than 


*The Archbiſhop, of Arles, whom ſhe ſtill calls, through 
habit, the Coadjutor, as he was ſo ſtiled during the life of 
M. D' Arles, his unc le. e 33 

| | that 
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that of the court of your ladies. You: may be 
certain, that your extraordinary terror, ariſes from 
the unexpected fall of the tower; it was not 
placed there for nothing, it was placed in front, 
and doubtleſs broke the firſt impetuoſity of the 
ſtorm. You ate uncovered, and I am greatly in 
pain for you; and, in truth, M. d' Arles might 
very well have diſpenſed . with. pulling down the 
towers of his forefathers. I did not know that 
he had found Verſailles ſo agreeable; you acquaint 
me with a thouſand things I was ignorant of be- 
foie. He will then have the honour of the bill 
of review. Rochon is returned, this is lucky, 
Madame de Buri's judgment with regard to the 
buſineſs: of the grand council was not amiſs; ſhe 
thought to caſt us into half yearly labyrinths, from 
whence we could never emerge; this was an ex- 
cellent intrenchment for the quinteſſence of chi- 
canery, we were advertiſed of it miraculouſly, 
every thing has taken a happy turn in this affair, 
Apropos of labyrinths, that of the Rocks is very 
pretty, their walks are very agreeable; my ſon is 
mad enough to wiſh for M. de Grignam here, and 
to think he would not be tired. We are reading 
the Variations by M. de Meaux; this is a charm- 
ing book in my opinion. The time flies as ſwift 
as lightning, though without amuſement ; and it 
even glides with chagrin, It has not rained thee 
ſix weeks, and has been intenſely hot; now on a 
ſudden it has turned very cold, though there has 
been no rain, and we have got a fire, I told you 
that all the nobility of this canton, to the number 
of five or ſix hundred, had choſen your brother 
for their chief, this is conſidered as a very great 
honour done him; but it will occaſion a ridiculous 
expence.. He has not yet received any orders for ſet- 
= ting 
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ing out; we wiſh that ſuch an unneceffary en- 
campment may not take place. | 5 


rr 
To the ſame. 
The Rocks, Sunday June 5, 1689. 


Received both your letters at 
once; I am very glad I had got the better of my 
uneaſineſs. Martillac aſſures me you are in perfect 
health; and that never were remedies more timely 
adminiſtered; they have at length cured you of 
your diſorders; this alone was ſufficient to make 
them come into efteem. I have loſt ſight of. the 
uneaſineſs which the Dutcheſs de Chaulnes felt 
in theſe handſome legs; ſhe writes to me often, 
and talks no more about it. As to me, my dear 
child, I have acquainted you with the good ftate 
of my health; this medicine did me then neither 
good nor harm; I am not troubled with vapours, 
nor do I take the eſſence of Jacob; for there is 
no need for phyſic when we are well; I have no 
tremors at night, and my hands are very cool ; in 
a word, I cannot help thinking you are guilty of 
ingratitude, to be ſo much concerned at my health, 
and not to thank God, but imagine I deceive you, 
when I tell you the real truth. I am aftoniſhed 
at the ſituation I am in, and after your example 
I am anticipating ills; I think that it is not poſ- 
ſible for this ſtate to continue long, and that we 
ſhould wait for the uſual inconveniencies attendant 

on 
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on human nature ; God is the maſter, and I ſubmit 
to his will, He commands the Knight to ſeek 
for relief at Balaruc, and I am convinced he can- 
not take a more eligible ſtep; you will be very 
glad to ſee him at Grignan, and this pauſe will do 
him as much good as the waters ; this will form a 
good and agreeable company; when it ſhall pleaſe 
Providence to ſend you your mother and fon, I 
ſhall conſider it as a peculiar grace, and return m 
thanks accordingly. I cannot help thinking it 
pleaſant that Madame de Bagnols, who left this 
outh a child, ſhould find him a foldier, quite ha- 
d to the calling, deliberate and intrepid, 
whilſt he throws his arms round her neck to em- 
brace her; now he is perfect, he was wanting in 
nothing but this degree of eaſe and familiarity; 
he was timid, but he is no longer ſo; how amiable 
he is, and what a good courſe he takes! God pre- 
ſerve him, for here we muſt always recur. Ma- 
dam de la Fayette will write to M. de Boufflers 
your ſon meets with nothing but friends on every 
ſide; they were at firft yours, and now they are 


his. I learn that the Chevalier js to ſet out to- 


day, which greatly pleaſes me. 
1 aſk pardon of God; but M. de 


Lavardin's return gives me great joy, I can com- 
prehend all the pleaſure that Avignon gives you 
Providence alone could afford you this fuecour, 
] am entirely taken up with you and your affairs; 


I do not forget my own, or to give the neceſfary 
orders; my chief object at preſent is being here 
and remitting ſome money ; but it is very difficult 


to finger it in this country ; the troops ruin every 
ag All poflible precautions are taken, as if 
the P. of O. thought of nothing but us; and pre- 

| bably 


Lb 
its 
FR" 
8 3 
1 
n 
- * 
* f 
* 1 
>} q 
44 * 
j -C 
14 
14 
nl * 
1 ; 
4 
f 
417 
: 6 * 
i 
bl 
Wi 
i _ 
[ : 
m4 
EY 
1 . 
N ; 
; of 
KR 
fl - 
# 4 
* 
| 4 
4 
14 
k N 
s; 4 
j 75 
e 
ti . 
1 
[ 8A 
531. 6 
' 4 \ 
x f 
; 
, 
i Y 
| 37 
9 
4 *5 
A 7 
'® 
4 
. 
1 
if 
F 
ft 
4 
. 
4 
ii 
F - 
q1 
int 
Wi 1 
1 
$i 
"+ 4 
. 

1 
iin 
it 
N 


— 


—— 


8 MS, F — — de — - — — — o—— 
——— . mꝛmꝛ˙ wr der Pg * 2 v8 — — <'S — — — * rr ES — — 
— — — — — — — = SIS == 2 — — —— - - 
2 — — — — — — * — — 8 _ ul = — ” 
— — — = — 2 — ne — I — _ . — — — *% > — 5 = ks — 
7 v — . 2 — — — — 8 A 7 * » <A aa - — 5 — == —— — 2 
— — 8 ** - = — 2 = _ * = - — — 2 — 5 a> ” —=— 
— rr e - * — * - —— — — — hÞ — - — — bg TY 
— — . — * * 2 — 4= - pron TY EI Ca — - 2 of 
— — = * 8 * — % pr 4 - — — 
_ _ * ua _ — - — 8 — 
— 1 — — * * -— 
A 2 


— —— —˙—ͤ ⅛˙9912——— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


08: .: LETTERS OT THE 


bably his deſigns will be copfined. to the deſolation 


of this province. My ſon is ftill. with me; we 
tremble Jeſt he ſhould be obliged to obey M. de 
Chaulnes's orders, and repair immediately to head 
the nobility; this is called being colonel of a re- 
giment of nobility ; it includes both that of Rennes 
and Vitre, making in the whole five or fix hun- 
dred gentlemen. Our ſoldiers now begin to perform 
their exerciſe with a tolerable grace, and will ſoon 
become like the others; the fitſt leſſons of every 
thing appear ridiculous; I affure you there are 
ſome at Vitre that have a very good air. 


Do not, my dear, believe that by 
lodging at Madame de Marbeuf's, I had any ſort 
of miſunderſtanding with M. and Madame de 
Chaulnes; I mentioned it to them, and they were 
very well pleaſed at it; beſides, as Madame de Car- 
man was with them, I ſhould not then have had 
a moment's reſt in that apartment. I was ama- 
zingly well accommodated at that good Marchio- 
neſs's ; and I ſucceeded fo far, that I brought about 
an accommodation between her and the Duke and 
Dutcheſs, ſo that through their regard for me, 
they have forgot all that is paſt, and they invited 
her to dinner. Her crime was, having received 
M. Pontchartrain at her houſe, having there given 
him a magnificent ſupper, and ſaying, that he was 
conſidered as the Saviour and reſtorer of the pro- 
vince. You may gueſs the effects of ſuch a diſ- 
courſe : ſhe denies it, and no more is ſaid about 
it; I am ſorry Paulina's cold prevents her writing: 
for you; I am now accuſtomed to her writing, 
and think that ſhe eaſes you, I have not afflicted 
you with Mademoiſelle Deſcartes's letter, ſhe 
wanted to ſend it to you. The reply you will 

| make 
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make, will, no doubt, be clever and pertinent ; 
it is a pretty queſtion to diſcuſs, and you will give 
it a ſuperficial air, that will eaſily bring you off. 


If Madame du Bois de la Roche's 
brother had: joined to his PariGan diale&t, his 
ſiſter's horſe-Jaugh, it would have been impoſlible 
for you to have reſiſted. Larrei will be with you, 
he is, I believe, a ſon of the late M. Lenet, 
who was attached to the late prince, and was very 
witty; I was very young, when I uſed to laugh 
with him. Vou tell me wonders, in ſpeaking, 
of the haughtineſs and confidence of youth ; ; it is 
true that we depend only on God and his ſword ; 
there is nothing impoſſible, every thing yields, is 
flexible, and eaſy. In another character, with 
much leſs: beauty, I have been ſenſible of this 
ſituation and its proſperities ; but, as you ſay, 
there comes a time, when we muft change 
our ſtyle, We find that we ſtand in need of all 
the world, a la w- ſuit requires ſolieitation; we muſt 
familiarize ourſelves, we muſt live with the living; 
we muſt confine our ſenſe on one fide, to give it 
vent on the other: for my part, I find that the 
notion you have of the ſtate of affairs, is a kind 
of | intelligence. far beyond my capacity, and L ad-" 
mire it. ET TRIS 125 a 
j 177 bs FEE f | 
It is diſmal weather, it rains, the 
wind blows, and it is very cold; ſend us ſome of 
your heat, ſome of your ſun : we thank you for 
your bern wal, he i is too ſenſible a companion. 
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LETTER DCXCV. 


To the ſam 
Type Racks, Wedneſday June 8, 1689. 


I. HE reſolution, you have ta- 
ken of going to your eſtate in Avighan, is very. 
eligible; it is but juſt that people who ſo heartily, 

ive you, what they- gave to the Vice-Legate, 
ſhould have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you: a more 


convenient time could not be hit upon; after chis 


ou will be at liberty, and you will have no occa- 
on to quit your caſtle, but when it is agreeable 
to you. By the time you receive this letter, you 
will, have à tolerable-- good fet ; is it poſsible 
that the Chevalier may be with you ! how happy 
will you both be! When is my turn to come? 


Tuo diſmiſs the chapter of health, I 
allure you that the phyſie I: took, was only to 
chime in with thoſe authors, who ſay we ſhould 
from time to time take a cathartic; and I am 
abſolutely ſo well that it terrifies me; it is not 
really natural, to be releaſed from the complaints 
that uſed to trouble me; I know not what Provi- 
dence is preparing me for; in the mean while I 
houſewife my health ; I eat moderately, nor have 
I any great inclination to be in the mildew, or look 
at the moon; I begin to correct myſelf of theſe 
follies, and I think it pleaſant that even at Livri 


Iva 
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J was till as full of them, as when I was twenty, 
but this is not the caſe now. After taking a doſe 
of reading and converfation, we ſeparate; I take 
a ſolitary walk in the woods, and I read over your 
agreeable letters, with a mixture of pleaſure and 
diſpleaſure. The Chevalier makes me very un- 
eaſy about M. de la Trouſe's fituation, I beg you 
will acquaint me with what you know about it. I 
believe, my dear child, that this letter will find you 
all met at Grignan, and that you have not left 
Paulina at Aubenas; I ſhould be very happy to 
influence you in her favour, and to know how lhe 
ſtands with you ; I aflure you that gentleneſs and 
reaſon will have the greateſt influence over her; 
and indeed what other means can prevail over a 
perſon of ſenſe, and who endeavours only to cor- 
rect herſelf and pleaſe you? Our ſon is till with 
us, we fear the' dreadful mandate to repair into 


Lower Britanny, and there only be at expente, 


without any other advantage, than that of being 
deprived of the company of our indefatigable lec- 
turer ; this enrages us. | a 


| | Here is a memorial which Madame 
de Marbeuf deſires me inſtantly to ſend to you, 
to know if it be true that the ſon of M. de M. is 
ſo rich and fo well ſettled; as to me, I am a wit- 
neſs of the magnificence of his caſtle, goods, and 
plate; ſhe wants to know the grandeur of bis 
houſe, I ſay that it is very large, by this I mean 
his caſtle ; we muſt paſs over this part as well as 
we can, and dwell upon the reft, which is very 
good. I ſhould be very happy to ſerve this worthy- 
| honeſt man, who ſeems to be among the number 
of your friends. He appears inclined to emigrat2, 
and marry his ſon in our Britanny, I ſhall do my 
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beſt to biing it about, as will likewiſe my ſon, as 
ſoon as you have anſwered this memorial, and L 
think it will be agreeable to you. This is enough 
for to-day, my dear Counte(s, you are in too good 
company to write or read ſuch long letters. 


000000200020020300092 
LETTER DCXCVI, 
Monſieur de Sevigne, 
| To the ſame. 


The Rocks, Sunday Tune 12, 1689. 

| Would rather have been the 
author of your ſetter to Mademoiſelle Deſcartes, 
than of an epic poem, or half the works of her 
uncle; I am enchanted at it, and never did Ro- 
hault“, whom you quote, ſpeak ſo clearly upon 
any ſubject. With regard to myſelf, I can aſſure 
you, that if the Inquiſitor of Avignon will give 
you leave, after you have explained to him your 
doctrine, I will hold it orthodox, and for the only 
reaſon that can be given in a myſtery of faith; do 
not, however, think that this letter which 1 ſo 
heartily praiſe, and which I even admire, is en- 
tirely faultleſs; it is one that I have had a good 
deal of trouble to correct. I mean the writing, 
which is as difficult to decypher, as the ſubject up- 
on which you reaſon is to comprehend ; in fact, it 


A celebrated Carteſian Philoſopher, oy 
is 
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is not writing, but figures, ſome of one ſhape, 
ſome of another; they are large variegated hier- 
oglyphics, which cannot fail to pleaſe the fight, 
when they are no longer intelligible to the under- 
ſtanding. My mother is perfectly well, therefore 
make yourſelf eaſy upon this head, ſhe leads ſo 
very gentle a life, that it is upon this account almoſt 
irkſome; but this we muſt not think of. I em- 
brace you a thouſand times, my dear little ſiſter, 
do as much for me to your illuſtrious ſpouſe, and 
transfuſe my ſincere affection to Paulina. | 


dsc Foto no eo C5 Fo fe 
LETTER DCXCvir. 


Madame de Sevigne. 
To the ſame. 
The Rocks, Sunday, Fune 12, 1689. 


| Y ſon is charmed with your 
letter; and do you know that I ſhare in the admi- 
ration? I underſtand it, I aſſure you I underſtand 
it, and that I don't imagine any thing more to the 
purpoſe could have been ſaid upon the dreadful ſub- 
ject. Icould not for a long while get the better of my 
ignorance, in ſuppoſing that a miracle was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to explain this myſtery according 
to Ariſtotle's philoſophy; if he requires one, 
Deſcartes is in the ſame predicament, and there is 
more ſenſe in what he ſays, till we come to that part 

which deſtroys it all; That good girl, Mademoiſelle - 
Deſcartes, will be charmed, ſhe will ſay nothing 1 
"IA promiſe 
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promiſe you, ſhe will admire you only with a very 
amiable Carteſian, a friend of my ſon, who is 
truly worthy of being admitted into this confidence. 
Make yourſelf eaſy, my dear child, this letter will 
do you great honour, without giving you any un- 
eaſineſs. We are here in a ſtate of tranquility, 
peace, and ſilence, quite oppoſite to that*of your 
reſidence at Avignon; you are probably ſtill there. 
It is a handſome city, it is methinks quite brilliant; 
you muſt have been received there with accla- 


mations of joy; I have always hitherto accom- 


panied you upon this feſtival ; for you have been 


there in ſuch a.manner as to render it a perpetual 
feſtival. I ſhall be very glad when your firſt letter 


from Avignon comes to hand; methinks, 
your complaiſance for M. de Grignan is very be- 
coming; when he is in the right, you ſhould not 


make him uneaſy ;' you have taken all your mea- 
ſures properly. I greatly pity M. de la Trouſe, I 


am told he Jays aſide every thing to think of his 
health ; he is going to Bourbon, this is very far 


from Barege, whither he was deſtined. We are in 


grievous expectation of having poor Sevigne 


ſnatched from us, to go and take the command of 


this Regiment of Nobility, for there is no 


talk of the arrizre- ban. M. and Madame 
de Chaulnes are at Rennes, they are going very 


ſoon to St. Malo's, we ſhall pay them a viſit upon 
their return. M. de Chaulnes the other day con- 
cluded a marriage which gave me pleaſure, between 
the little du Gueſclin, and a very pretty girl with 
a fortune; when he had with much trouble ſti- 


pulated all the articles, he ſaid, now ſign the con- 


tract, the parties conſented, and he immedi- 


ately reſumed, ſaying, what prevents their being 


married to-morrow? Every one cried out, there 


muſt 


EY PE 8 = OO 


MaRrcHiontss DE SE'VIGNE'. 215 
muſt be cloaths, a toilet, and linnen ; he laughed 
at theſe whimſies. M. de Rennes gave a diſpen- 
fation of two banns, and the next day being Sun- 
day, one was publiſhed in the morning, and they _ 
were married at noon; after dinner, the little 
bride danced like an angel; ſhe had learnt of a 
maſter at Paris, and caught the Dutcheſs's air; 
the next day ſhe was Madame du Gueſclin, and 
had ſaved 26,000 livres that would have been 
otherwiſe ſpent in the wedding. This is meant 
as a leſſon for M. de Grignan, when he is diſpoſed 
to make a match in his government; both families 
were charmed with this faving. This marriage 
will not pleaſe you, but as I was prefent, I will 
give my daughter a detail of it one of theſe 
days; it is conſiſtent with good ſenſe to get the 
better ſometimes of trifles and cuſtoms. Adieu, 
my moſt amiable girl, I walk every day with you, 
though you do not ſee me; this is occaſioned by the 
conftant buſtle of Avignon. | 


LELELEEXEEEELELEXERSL 
LETTER DCXOVIL 
To the ſame. 
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The Rocks, Wedniſday, June 15, 1689. 


5 | VSV HAT a difference, my, 
- 'dear Counteſs, there is between the grand, bril- 
— lhant, and diſſipated life you lead at Avignon, and 
E our's here, plain, ſimple, and ſolitary ! this is agree- 
e able to the order of things, and the order of has 
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and however you may be tinctured with the diſpo- 
ſition of an anchoret, thoſe honours and ſincere 
reſpects, from perſons of merit and quality, can- 
not methinks diſpleaſe you; I ſhould even have 
ſome difficulty to believe it, were you to ſay ſo; in 
truth, it is not in nature not to like ſometimes 
being placed above the reſt of the world. When 
I r83d in the life of the old Duke d'Epernon, of 
the grief he felt at being compelled to leave his fine 
government of Provence, all theſe beautiful cities, 
ſays the hiſtorian, /o great and conſiderable; how 
much M. de Guiſe thought himſelf thereby ho- 
noured and gratified; what a ſure mark this was of 
a ſincere peace with the King; what joy he felt at 
being beloved and honoured there; I imagine that 
God having given us the ſame place, with all the 
accommodations, diſtinctions, and marks of con- 
fidence, which you now enjoy, it cannot 
reaſonably. and ſincerely be ſtiled, the moſt 
"ridiculous and diſagteeable thing in the world. 
I fancy that nothing can give chagrin, but do- 
meſtic affairs and violent diffipations ; for in other 
reſpeRs, if ſuch a place can be preſerved for our 
pretty little captain, I can affure you it will be 
very clever. I know your expences are ſo very 
great, that if they were to continue for any length 
of time, I ſhould ſay to you as I did to Madame 
de Chaulnes, you ſeem to me in a ferry boat, with 
the cable broke, But they are at an end, you 
are now in your caſtle, where, though you have 
not much time to yourſelf, you will not be in ſuch 
a violent whirlwind; it could not be borne in the 
long run, reſt is neceſſary at all events: neverthe- 
leſs if the expence could be aſcertained in that 
agreeable city, and you were to paſs a winter in 
Provence, it would be very : ſweet to ſo 
Ws | 4 , 2 > fine 
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a ſon, M. de Caderouſſe has furniſhed a ſufficient 


panegytic upon it, by it's recalling him back to 
life. Madame de Caſtries's daughter is quite hand- 
ſome, and Madame de ———— is very amiable, 
and ſings like an angel 3 M. de Grignan muſt be 
in love with her. Baſſette terrifies me, it is a 
treacherous and inticing game, a hundred piſtoles 
are ſoon loſt at it, and your journey muſt caſt you 
enough without this addition. But mind, I beg 
of you, the rage of never ceaſing to talk of Avig- 
non or your greatneſs, | | | 


My ſon is going to Rennes to re- 


ceive M. de Chavlnes's orders, to collect and put in 


motion thoſe noble regiments. He will afterwards re- 
turn, and ſpend ſome days with us; and then, without 
any danger, he will keep a great table about a dozen 
or fifteen leagues from hence this is the misfortune. 
M. and Madame de Chaulnes are going to St. 
Malo's. Corbinelli made me laugh with the 
reaſons he has given you for not having written 
an extreme defire of writing to you, added to a 
thouſand opportunities, and a thorough perſuaſion 
of it's being his duty; you mult be very difficult, 
if you do not yield to ſuch good reaſons. He in- 


forms me that M. de Soiſſons * attacks M. de Deſ- 


cartes very vigorouſly, merely in hopes of pleaſing” 
M. de Montauſier; for it is ſaid he does not under- 
ſtand what he endeavours to diſprove. Mademoi- 
ſelle Deſcartes conſiders it as a great inſult, after 


* Peter-Daniel Huet, Biſhop of Soiſſons, afterwards Biſhop - 
of Avranches, was one of the moſt learned men of his time, 


and poſſeſſed an extenſive genius, The Duke de Montaufier, 
governor to Lewis, Dauphin of France, fon of Lewis -XIV. 


made choice of him as preceptor to that prince, 
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the infinite compliments ſhe received from him at 
Paris, upon the elogiums due to her uncle and the 
Immortality of his name; there are ſome people 
who will anſwer him. How ſays Corbinelli, a 
man to attack the Prince's judgment, and that of 
Madame de Grignan and M. de V ardes ! 


I embrace my dear lady, you have 
been greatly agitated, repoſe yourſelf, I intreat 
ou: as to me, I am ſo regular, and in ſuch per- 
fect health, that I cannot comprehend what God 
intends to do with me. I read the treatiſe upon ſub- 
miſſion to his will*, which is always new to me. 
How happy it is to be fond of reading! I have 
written to the Marquis; every poſſible encomium 
1s paid to this little gentleman, Remember me in 
the moſt friendly manner to all about you. Are 
you then, Chevalier, not fatigued after the journey ? 


This is the ſecond Treatiſe of Vol. I. of Moral Eſſays. 
MMM Joao No OC CCC NMC MR 
LETTER DCXCIX. 


To the ſame. 


The Racks, Sunday, Fune 19, 1689. 


| Am paſſionately fond of your 

-Jetrers from Avignon, I read them over and over; 

- they enliven my imagination and the filence of 
| our woods. Methinks I am there with * I 

_ ſhare 
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ſhare your triumph, I converſe with you, and en- 
tertain your company, and I honour their nobility 
and merit; in a word, Tenjoy your beautiful ſun, and 
the charming banks of your beautiful river Rhone, 
and the ſoftneſs of your air ; but I do not play at 
baſſette, becauſe I am afraid. I nevertheleſs com- 
prehend that a life of ſuch continual motion may 
fatigue you; and I am greatly terrified left your 
want of reſt ſhould cauſe you any illneſs, You 
muſt have arrived at Grignan, according to my 
computation, a day ſooner than the Chevalier, who 
was at Lyons the 11th, and ſet out from ,thence 
on Sunday the 12th, ſo that you muſt have been 
there on Monday, and he on Tueſday no, you 
arrived both in the ſame day——tell me if I have 
gueſſed right. 


Madame de Vins has given my 
compliments to M. de Pomponne with reſpect to 
her ſon's regiment, and M. de Pomponne has 
written me a very agreeable letter, ſo that it is he 


who has written to me concerning the pleaſure I 


ſhould have with reſpect to this regiment. My ſon 
has juft ſet out for Rennes, he will return to-mor- 
row; but in a week's time he will go to ſettle there 
with all this nobility, and teach them to form into 
ſquadrons, and accuſtom them to a warlike air; 
he is quite diſconſolate at being obliged thus to re- 
turn to a profeſſion, which he had ſo ſincerely 


quitted; he will keep a table like a Bedlamite ; 


this is the ta autum and cui bono; in fine, it is God's 


will. We ſhall be alone, but the fine weather 


will come to our aſſiſtance, with good books, 
work, and fine walks. Do not amuſe yourſelf, 
my girl, in anſwering my old letters, I do not recol- 
let them; talk to me - yourſelf, and all that is 

a 42 at 
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at Grignan. TI wiſh the Chevalier a good ſtate of 
health, and that he may find ſome conſolation for 
his misfortunes, in the ſweetneſs of your agreeable 
ſociety and all his family; tell me his ſentiments 
of the buildings, and if that of the Carcaſſonne al- 
ways remains with it's arms acroſs, I embrace the 
Count, Paulina, and all (thoſe willing to hear 
from me. 5 - You 


N K Nl Ke 
LETTER DCC. 
To the ſame. 


. The Rocks, Wedneſday, Fune 22, 1689 


| HA a fine proceſſion“ 
how holy ! how magnificent ! how ſuitable are the 
demonſtrations of reſpet ! how well adapted are 
all the external parts, in compariſon of your pro- 
phanations at Aix +, with that Prince of Love t, 
and thoſe paper horſes |. What a difference! I am 
ſtruck with the beauty of this perambulation, 


*The proceffion at Avignon on God's feftival. 

+ The indecency of the proceſſion exhibited at Aix the ſame day, 
is carried to extravagance. This proceſſion was inflituted by 
Rene d' Anjou, King of Naples and Sicily, Count of Provence, 
and who regulated the calvacade and ceremony, A ſatire vpon 
this ſubjet may be ſeen, in a little Latin work, under the title of 
Qterela ad Gaſſendum. | | 
I The Prince of Love has for ſeveral years been omitted. 


There are men in the proceſſion, who dance about on paſie- 


board horſes, which appear like a new ſpecies of Ceantaurs, 
| blended 
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blended with ſoft and military muſic ! Thoſe per- 
fumes caſt forth ſo opportunely, that manner of 
ſaluting you ſo handſomely and reſpectfully: M. de 
Grignan's good mien, which fits ſo well upon 
theſe occaſions ; in. a word, every thing in this 
ceremony affects and pleaſes me. This is juſt the 
place for the blue ribbons; and this kind of orna- 
ment is juſt intended for people of M. de Grignan's 
birth and dignity; and you make uſe of a very proper 
ſentence, in ſaying, that the oſtentation of modern 
people does not offend the pride of others ; be- 
cauſe it is neither oſtentation nor pride, and juſtice 
is done to real merit. I acknowledge, my dear 
child, that in the midſt. of all this clamour, the 
_ communion ſurprized me; it is ſo ſhort a time ſince 
Whitſuntide, that probably from the ſtation you 
hold theſe demonſtrations are neceſſary; for upon 

any other conſideration, I would not have you 
more pious .than St, Lewis, who communed only 
ve times a year. La Chaiſe “ was aſked, with 
ſome aſperity, where he met with this; he ſhewed 
me a manuſcript of one of the Almoners of that 
King, which is in his Majeſty's library. In a word, 
my girl, you know your religion and duty better 
than any one, and this is a preat ſcience, You 
are now at Grignan, I hope you will ſleep better 
there than at Avignon, where you could not find 
time for repoſe. I] am indecd afraid of your 
being ſick, Iam very deſirous of knowing, when the 
Chevalier is to ſet out for Balaruc. M. d'Arles deſigns 
going to Forges; does he ſtil] perſevere in obtain- 
ing his bill of review? M. Baron, one of your 
judges is dead; this is one of your reaſons for not 
letting this bill of review languiſh ; it is true that. 


* John Filleau de la Chaiſe, author of a life of St, Lewie, 
much eſteemed. 


LI death 
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death deals about his ſcythe ſo promiſcuouſly, that 
there is no building upon any thing. You ſaid very 
well, ſhall we never lay aſide the cuſtom of being 
attached to theſe ſhocking mortals ? how impru- 
dent it island yet by what chains are we not rivetted? 
Lou have made me laugh, in talking to me in a 
ſtile I am acquainted with, about following Ma- 
dame Cornuel ſtep by ſtep, for I ſee you and un- 
derſtand you; if health can furniſh ſuch hopes, I 
may be poſſeſſed of them ; but God knows if I de- 
fire any thing more than his will; the futility of 
wiſhes ſhould always recall us to this ſubmiſſion, 
I lead the eaſy tranquil life you know, without re- 
ſtraint, in good company, and then, by turns, walk- 
ing and reading engages me; ſo that your time at 
Avignon is pafied in a very different manner, but 

reeable to the difference of our deſtinies. My 
fon will fet out on Sunday for Rennes, where he is to 
keep a good table, and in this, perhaps, will be com- 
prifed all hoſtilities. M. and Madame de Chaulnes 
are at St. Malo's, they are very much diſpoſed to 
fee me. It feems we are not ſo much terrified as 
we were at the P. of O. and perhaps thoſe regi- 
ments of nobility, for we muſt ſpeak with propri- 
ety, will not march beyond Rennes; ſo that all the 


* 


blows will fall upon e poor brother. I tenderly 
embrace my deareſt Counteſs, and think I am ſay- 

ing a great many things to the Chevalier. What 
is he at Grignan] what is he not in that little room! 
what does he ſee you, is he converſing with you! 
how happy, methinks he is, notwithſtanding his 
misfortunes! I had wrote to Mademoiſelle de 
Meri upon her brother's illnefs *; ſhe informs me 
that ſince the arrival of the brother de la Charité, he 


The Marquis of Trouſſe. 


18 
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is much better; that his ſpirits flow, and he has re- 
covered his feeling in his thighs and legs, and that 
he is coming to Paris in a litter. 


Mademoiſelle Deſcartes is charmed 
with the elegance and goodneſs of your mind; ſhe 
thinks all Britanny unworthy of ſeeing your letter, 
except one very amiable man, whom ſne calls her 
maſter, and who admires you beyond any thing 
he ever before admired. It is true that your 
letter is a perfect piece, and written with an air that 
does not ſavour of the duſt of philoſophy. 


Se eee 
rr 
To the ſame. 


The Rocks, Sunday, Fune 26, 168g, 


4 CAT length, my dear girl, you 
have left your charming Avignon; if this reſi- 
dence has not tired you more than the account you 
have given me of it, occaſioned grief in me, you 
will retain a very agreeable idea of it, and a great 
deſire of returning thither. All your deſcriptions 
have diverted us to the laſt degree; particularly 
that of your brother, who was formerly charmed, 
like you, with the beauty of the ſituation, the 
entleneſs of the air, the coolneſs ariſing from 
thoſe two fine rivers *: but what you obſerved with 
The Rhone, and the Durance which empties irſelf into the 
Rhone, about a league below Avignon. THEY 
L 4 greater. 
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greater attention than him, was the noble anti- 
quity of the churches, honoured, as you ſay, with 
the preſence and refidence of ſo many Popes ; the 
beauty of the chapter, which repreſents ſo many 
Cardinals, by the magnificence of the drefles *; 
this is ſo great a curioſity that nothing can come up 
to it in France. As to the Penitents I am ac- 
quainted with this maſquerade, which cannot help 
being agreeable : but you triumph in ſpeaking of 
the ſews ; I feel ſome pity towards them, and 
J pray like the Church, that God may remove the 
veil that prevents their ſzeing Jeſus Chriſt is come; 
ſince they have not been perſuaded of this truth by 
the Queen and Madame de Bethune, they ſhould 
not be ſo by you. What a miſerable and ridiculous 
repreſentation of that precious arch, of thoſe very 
reſpectable laws! but whence ariſes that odour 
which confounds all the perfumes ? it is doubtleſs 
that nauſeous odour of incredulity and ingratitude, 
for virtues are ever well flavoured. That hatred 
which we bear them is an extraordinary thing. 
Efther has nevertheleſs revived an agreeable idea of 
the young Jeweſſes; our Chriſtians would not 
have viewed them with horror. In fine, I find 
myſelf much diſpoſed to talk to you very fruit- 
leſsly about all you have related, and probably 
it may prove very tedious to you; but I yield 
to the pleaſure of reviewing ſuch ideas, as pay 
you a kind of acknowledgment for the friend- 
ſhip, which has obliged you to make me acquainted 
therewith. But can you never make another 
journey to Avignon, without being in that horrid 
*The choir habits of the Canons of the metropolis of Avig- 

non are red, like thoſe of the Cardinals. 
F This relates to the Jewiſh feſtival at Avignon. 
| - agitation ? 
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agitation? can you not enjoy the repoſe to be 


met with in that fine climate, and the ſociety of 


rational beings who inhabit it? can you not ſleep 


a. little better? I really mean, ſſeep, for you had 


no time for it. Muſt you always be engaged with 
that deſtructive Baſſette? If a general revolution 
were to take place in theſe things, it would be a 
charming tranſaction, and the Chevalier himſelf 
would find he were much better for it: for the 
air at Grignan is very different from that of Avig- 
non ; you have ftolen all. hearts, which I have no 


difficulty to believe. As to my part, my dear, 


I have no longer any thoughts about a journey to 
Nan: es; I am perſecuting people there who are in 
my debt, though. I am but little diſpoſed for ſuch a 
proceeding; 1 have a Jong account to ſettle with 
the new farmer, and in this reſpe& the Abbe 
Charier will be very uſeful to me; I return you a 
thouſand thanks for all that your guodneſs has dic- 
tated to him on the ſcore of your affection to me. 
You plainly ſee, my deareft girl, that what I ſay of 
myſelf is as tireſome as the recital you give of 
yourſelf is for ſome time diverting. My fon went 
yeſterday to Rennes, to join his Nobleſſe; but 


when he :15 here, he never ſees any other paſſages 


of your letters but ſuch as I ſhew him—ſuch is the 


footing ; ſo that you may impart to me ſome ac- 


count of your expences and loſſes at Avignon; 
tell me if Madamoiſelle de Grignan is to remain 


any time at Gif, and whether the Coadjutor will 


have the honour of the bill of review. I in- 
formed him that Madame de la Faluere is at Paris, 
it is for him to govern her, and prevent her ſerving 


her fooliſh friend. All that intereſts you is ſo dear 
to me, and I am fo taken up with it, that I think 


of. nothing elſe but _ ſuperficially.z but 1 am, 


4 nevertheleſs, 
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neverthelefs, perfectly obedient to the commands 
of Providence, without whoſe aid, I reckon upon 
nothing. Adieu, my dear gir}, who are the moſt 
worthy of mortals to be beloved. I embrace M. 
de Grignan, the Chevalier, and Paulina, My 
daughter-in-law gives her compliments to you, 
the takes great care of me without conſtraint, 
allowing me conſtantly holy liberiy. Here is a bil- 
let from Madame de la Fayette, you will fee what 
Boufflers ſays of our child; I am perſuaded that 
Barbentane will never throw the box at her head, 
in playing at backgammon, as he did at the P. of 
E——'s, who returned the compliment with a 
candleftick : then ſwords were drawn, mucii dif- 
order enſued, and the Chevalier de Vaſſe was 
killed in parting them. 
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LETTER DO 
To the ſame. 
The Racks, Wedneſday, Fune 29, 1689. 


| Cannot tell you how much I 
pity the Chevalier, there are few examples of ſuch 
misfortunes; his health has been in ſuch a deſperate 
fate for ſome time, that he can neither reckon 
upon paſt diſorders, regimen, nor ſeaſon. I am 
ſenſible of this ſituation with regard to him, and 
with regard to your ſon, who will be an infinite 
loſer ; we may ſee all this with a ſingle glance, 
the detail would importune his modeſty: I am 
perſuaded of theſe truths, and I always look . 

83 wards 
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wards God, who will reſtore to this Marquis a M. de 
Montegut, wiſdom itſelf; and all the others of 
this regiment, who, to pleaſe the Chevalier, do won- 
ders for this little captain. Is it not a kind of con- 
ſolation not to be found in other regiments leſs at- 
tached to the colonel? This Marquis has written 
me ſo tender a letter, that I have been heartily af- 


fected at it; he cannot diſcontinue his praifes of 


M. de Montegut; he rallies and pays me ſome 
compliments upon the fine 7 I wrote on 
M. d' Arles; you are very pleaſant to have ſent it 
to him He ſays he has reaſſumed poetry, that 
they have ſcarce time to breathe, ever on the 
wing, and never two days at reſt; they have to 
deal with a very vigilant man. Tell me, I beg, 
ſome news of the Chevalier; I have ſome hopes 
in the change of climate, the virtues of the wa- 


ters, and ſtill more in the conſoling ſweetneſs to 


be with you and his family. I believe him to be 


a benign flood, with more juſtice than you think: 


of me; methinks he will order and regulate every 
thing properly. It is true that the county of 

vignon was an act of providence, not eaſily 
gueſſed at; but let us turn aſide our difagreeable 
thoughts, you are but too full of them, without 
my letters being able to divert you from them:. 
You muſt preſerve your health, the failure of 
which would be a ſtill greater evil; mine is al- 
ways perfectly good. This purgation of the Ca- 


puchins, in which there is no ſenna, ſeems to me 


like a glaſs of lemonade, and ſo it is in fact; I. 


took it, to think no more about it; as it was a 


long time ſince I was purged, I did not feel it.. 


| * Lewis Francis, Marquis, afterwards Duke of Boufflers, 
Peer and Marſhal of France. | 
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You do this remedy too much honour, my ſon 
does not keep at home in the mornings for it; this 
is a noſtrum to remove what is ſuperfluous, very 
ſuperfluous, which does not make you look for 
mid-day at four o'clock, nor awake all the cats. 
that ſleep. We lead ſuch a regular life, that it is 
ſearce poſſible to be out of order. We riſe at eight, 
and I often walk till nine, when Maſs begins, 
to breathe the freſh air in the woods: after Maſs. 
we dreſs, and we wiſh each other good morrow, 
and then we return and gather orange flowers ;. 
we then dine, and work or read till five. Since 
my ſon's abſence, I read to fave his little wife's 
lungs; I leave her at five, and retire to thoſe 
agreeable alleys, with a foot man who follows me- 
FT have books with me, I change my route, and. 
vary the turn of my walks; from a book of de- 
votion, I take a hiſtory, this creates a diverſion; 
makes one think a littleof God and Providence, poſ- 
"Teſs one's ſoul, and reflect on futurity; at length, 
about eight I hear the bell, this is the ſummons 
to ſupper; I am ſometimes pretty diſtant, J join 
the Marchioneſs in her handſome parterre, and we 

form a company; we ſup by twilight; I return. 
with her to the Place Coulanges, in. the midſt of: 
_ thoſe orange trees; I view with an eye of jealouſy 
the dreadful ſanctity through the handſome. iron. 
gate, which you are unacquainted with, I would 
willingly be there, but there is now no farther 
occaſion for it. I prefer this life greatly to that of 
Rennes; is not this ſolitude very proper for a per- 
ſon who ſhould think of herſelf, and who either 
is, or would be a Chriſtian ? In fine, my deareſt 
girl, there is nothing but you that I prefer to the 
melancholy, tranquil retreat, I here enjoy; for I 
acknowledge, with too ſenſible a pleaſure, * 
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I would, if God were willing, paſs ſome more 
time with you. I muſt, be perfectly convinced of 


your friendſhip, to. have given ſo much latitude to. 


my pen in the recital of ſo. melancholy. a life. I 
have ſent a ſcrap. of your letter to my ſon, it be- 
longed to him: wwhen it is for Fupiter we change, 
this paſſage is very pretty, your mind here ſeems. 
lively and. at eaſe. Your courage, ſtrength, and, 
merit, are beyond every thing, Adieu, my. deareſt, 
and moſt. amiable girl; I hope you. will tell me. 
ſomething about Paulina and the Chevalier. I, 
embrace the Count, whom we but 99 much love. 


Madame DE SEVIGNE (daugiter-in-law.) 


Truly, my dear ſiſter, I know this: 


very well, yes truly, he is much beloved *, I dare, 
not tell you that Lam vaſtly fond of his ſon, this, 
would cauſe me too much confuſion; I only intreat, 
him to call me no longer his aunt; I am / little 
and ſo delicate, that I can at moſt be only his couſin, 
Madame Ce Sevigne's health is not at al like mine,, 
it is frong and great; J am ſo careful of her that I. 
ſhall make you jealous: I muſt acknowledge to 
you, however, that this is without any conſtraint ;.. 
I let her go into the woods alone, with no other. 
company but books; ſhe as naturally. ſinks into. 
them as a weazel into a toad's mouth. As to me, 
though I have the ſame taſte and liberty, I remain 
in the parterre a/” diſpelto of complaiſance which. 
we explode from the number of virtues, when we, 
can give it the proper name, and it is not our. 


* The ſuppoſed affection of Madame de Sevigne's davghter- 


in- law ſor M. de Grignan, whom ſhe had never ſeen, gave riſe 
to many. jeſts as diverting as they were innocent. 


choice. 
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choice. You charm me, my dear ſiſter, in telling 

me that Madame de Sevigne loves me; I have taſte 

ſufficient to know the value of her friendſhip, and 

to love her in turn moſt heartily. We have ſhare d 
in your triumph and your grandeur ; but F would 

not have M. de Sevigne ſee them, this would give 
a diſtaſte for a life of tranquility, from whence he 

has been driven only by a provincial whirtwind,. 
which will coft us five hundred piftoles ; to give 

me ſome conſolation, allow me to embrace you 
with all my heart; I dare not fay M. de Grignan; 

for I have not entirely trampled upon honour. 


Madame DE SE'VIGNE' continues. 


J wanted to tell you, that I much 
approve of what my daughter-in-law has written 
to you, I have this moment received your letter 
of the eighteenth, which had remained at Vitre, - 
though it, doubtleſs, arrived with that of the fix- 
teenth. This letter informs me of the arrival of 
the Chevalier, with a bad countenance, not being 
able to fupport himfelf, and a difordered ſtomach ; 
and do you know what I did in reading this letter ? 
F wept as you all did; I cannot ſupport fuch a 
thought, and I take as ſenſible an intereſt in what 
concerns the Chevalier, as if I were really one of 
his family. I hope that the air and reſt will make 
him better: your ſolicitude was always ſucceſsful, 
and I heartily wiſh it may again; of this I conjure 
you to aſſure him. Tell me in what chamber you 
have placed him, that J may vifit him. How I 
pity Paulina and Madame de Rochebonne for hav- 
ing been at Aubenas, while you were at Avignon! 
what a ſhocking difference! unite your acknow- 
ledgments upon the victory of the Great es ; 

indeed 
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indeed it is all owing to the Chevalier, and the 
reſpe& that is paid to him and his friends; you 
were too good in letting me have the happineſs to 
perform a part. I wiſh the ſame ſucceſs to M. 
d'Arles. I embrace and paſſionately love my dear 
Counteſs. 


EI hs. Cn — 
— p = — — ** 


— — 


NM MMM NNN RE RO 
EFD 


To the ſame. 


— — 


oo. 
Ln 


— — 


The Rocks, Sunday, 7 uly 3, 1689, 


$345 
15 
th 4 
VL 
41 
5 
ql 
Ati 
Fl 
js 
15 
n 
f 
b 
. 


T is nine months this day, 
_ reckoning day by day, and from Sunday to Sun- 
day, ſince I left you with a deluge of tears, and 
more than you perceived at Charenton. Such 
partings are ſenſible and bitter, particularly when 
there is not much time to loſe ; but in order to 
make good uſe of it, we ſhould turn it into a pe- 
riod of abſtinence and pennance, this would be 
the ſure means of not loſing it, and would on the 
contrary be very uſeful; it is certain that this hol 
ceconomy is a favour from heaven, like all others, 
and which we do not deſerve to obtain. It is, 
then, nine months, ſince I have ſeen or embraced 
you, or even heard the ſound of your voice; I 
have not been ill, or had any particular uneaſineſs. 
I have ſeen fine houſes, fine countries, and fine 
cities; nevertheleſs, I muſt acknowledge, it ap- 
ars to me nine years ſince left you. I have not 
trad any letter from you this poſt, this always gives 


me 


1 
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me uneaſineſs. Madame de Lavardin tells me- that 
ſhe ſaid to Madame de Buri with-regard to Cha: 
brilland's cauſe, which the laſt thinks to gain, 
_ * You muſt have great expectation; but one of your 
friends, Who is. very ſkilful, is not of the. ſame 
opinion.“ Ah! ſaid ſhe, that is M. de Ficudet, 
but I do not believe him.” And afterward, Ma- 
dame de Lavardin told. me, it is M, d' Arles who . 
will have the honour of drawing up the bill of re- 
view: he then is to be the ſolicitor ; but methinks . 
I would not ſolicit with beat of drum in open 
court, where people are perſuaded you have but 
too much credit. We. lead here, my dear Coun- 
teſs, the life which I'chalked out to you: it is very 
fine weather; we are ſo perfumed at night with 
jeſſamines and orange-flowers, that in this reſpect 
F think I am in Provence. M. and Madame de 
Chaulnes have wrote to me from St. Malo, and 
inceſſantly ſpeak of you. Write to la Froche, 
ſhe cannot conſole. herſelf on account of your for- 
getfulneſs; I know not how it has happened, for 
you are punctual; poſſibly I may not have informed 
you of the death of her huſband ; wherefore 1 Wait: 
your anſwer. 


LETTER: 
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To the fame. 


The Rocks, Meduncſaay, July 6, 1689. 


| Received thoſe two agreeable. 
packets, ſo eſfential to my repoſe, both together.. 
You afflict me in giving me ſuch an account of the 
Chevalier ; I never ſaw him troubled with ſuch. 
vapours, or ſo diſordered a ſtomach, Were you not. 
much affected to ſee him carried into thoſe apart- 
ments? you make the tears come into my eyes. 


This has long ſince been the ſubject of melancholy 


reflections to me. What a man! at what an age f 
in what a ſtation ! what ſhould it be! what a re- 
putation ! what a fortune ſtrangled, ſuffocated ? 
what a loſs for your ſon ! theſe are great ſubjects 
of meditation, but to this we muſt add, it is God's. 
will that it ſhould be fo ; there is nothing to be: 
| ſaid to this, we muſt look down and ſuffer, we are 
not the ſtrongeſt. You ſeem to be reconciled to 


the word vapors, which you would not utter till 


it was explained to you. You have relaxed in fa- 
vour of the correſpondence, which muſt entirely. 
have been deſtroyed, if you had exploded this 


word ; it affords a reſource for the explanation of 
things that are nameleſs; it is ſuited to our igno- 


rance, as a Quinola d Prime. Let us then treat 
the Chevalier's vapours in a proper manner; ſay 
nothing to him that can diſpleaſe him ; let there 


= 
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be no altercation, no diſpute; his blood is too 
eaſily agitated; it catches fire, and circulates too 
violently; this is the ſole foundation of all his diſ- 
orders. | 


I am too much obliged to all your 
good company to think of and wiſh for me. I 
acknowledge, I often wiſh mylelf in that hand- 
ſome large houſe, whoſe inhabitants I am fo well 
acquainted with; many compliments to the new- 
comer ; you have made me laugh at the equipage 
with which he came into your anti-chamber, fly- 
ing from the north-wind, which ſeemed to purſue 
him. I imagine you only ſtand in need of this 
north-wind to complete the building ; what a con- 
venience ] it will not fail you, when you ſtand in 
need: no leſs perſuaſions can prevail. Do not forget 
to tell me the ſequel of every thing that occurs at 
Grignan ; this is the ſtage that attracts the moſt 
of my attention, though it be not the moſt impor- 
tant of any in Europe : but it is every thing to 
me. When I figure to myſelf the number of 
gueſts you have at Grignan ; that.it may pro- 
perly be called being in one's caſtle, to be relieved. 
from other expences, I would force a laugh if 
could; and 1 ſay my daughter is carried away in 
a violent whirlwind, which fhe cannot avoid, and 
which every where purſues her as her deſtiny ; at 
the ſame time, I comprehend that God propor- 
tions your courage to the taſk, and your conduct 
is ſo wanderful, that you are always in the air, 
and yet you fly without wings; as to me, my 
dear girl, I fall quite flat, and when I have nothing 
to 1 am inſupportable. My affairs at 
Nantes are in a lamentable ſituation; every thing 
is turned to chicane and ſeizures, which are a 
h rie 
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ried on for twenty years ſucceſſively. The Abbe 
Charier offers me every day his care and ſervices, 
and propoſes to come fifty leagues from hence, to 
. ſettle my accounts, if neceflary : it is enough for 
me to tell you how much I ought to be obliged to 
'him. The weather here is, as I have informed 
you, very delightful, the warmth is agreeable to 
the Rocks; and J aſſure you, that the three hours 
I have been alone in theſe woods, with God, my- 
ſelf, you, your letters, and my book, have ap- 
peared to me only a moment; there is ſomething 
ſweet and agreeable in this ſolitude, this profound 
ſilence, and this liberty; there is nothing I prefer 
to it greatly but yourſelf ; ſuch is my preſent fitua- 
tion, You ſay nothing to me about Paulina, and 
what the Chevalier thinks of her; anſwer me, is 
it Madame de Simianne de Vaureas, or the preſi- 
dent's lady you have with you? Tell me all this of 
a breath, with the conduct and motions of M. 
d' Arles in the fourth court of inqueſts, without pre- 
judice to what Rochon will tell me upon this head; 
it is theſe things that bring me to myſelf, I was 
charmed again to hear Mattillac ſpeak of Avignon, 
and your anſwers to the ſpeeches, Good God, 
daughter, what do you ſay ? do you think the 
King or the province will give any thing to my 
ſon for maintaining and inſtructing the Nobility ? 
nothing at all, I aſſure you, the honour is ſuffi- 
cient, | 

Do not be uneaſy about the letter 
you wrote to Madame Deſcartes ; ſhe admires it 
in ſecret, like a perſon of ſenſe, and who is ac- 
quainted with the conſequences of ſuch a confi- 


dence ; I anſwer for it that ſhe will never ſpeak of 
| it 
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it but to a very honeſt man, whom ſhe calls her 
maſter, and who is as diſcreet as herſelf. 


To the Chevalier DE GRIGNAN, ' 


| I have had a ſenſible pleaſure, Sir, 
in the midſt of the chagrin I ſelt for your bad ſtate 
of health, to fee your hand-writing : I thank you 
for this complaiſance ; | think you are better by 
hearing from you, than from the accounts of my 
daughter; I had till this reſource left, as you ſay, 
that is ſhe ſo affected at the diſorders of thoſe ſhe 
loves, that ſhe cannot ſpeak of them but in ſuch a 
manner as communicates an incredible melancholy.. 
I am, therefore, inclined to hope that your native 
air, ſuch good company, and Balaruc, will re- 
ſtore your health : I aflure you, there are very few- 
things in the world I wiſh for more. You give 
me real joy, in acquainting me with Madame de- 
Grignan's good ſtate of health; I rely very much. 
upon. what Montillac ſays in that reſpect. God: 
preſerve that poor woman, who is ſo amiable and? 
ſo worthy of being beloved, and may he grant her- 
the fortitude neceſſary to ſupport her fate, and all 
the ills that her tenderneſs occaſions her. 


LETTER 
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To the ſame. 


The Rocks, Sunday, 7, uly 10, 1689. 


Tx Have not received any letter from you 
to-day, and am therefore going to correſpond with 
you in theair. M. deSeignelai is now at Breſt; I am 
a little uneaſy at not being able todiſcoverthecauſe, 
for there muſt neceſſarily be one. I adviſe you to 
pay attention to all you learn from the Chevalier 
with regard to the great preparations of our ene- 
mies upon the Rhine. The Abbe Bigorre does 
not fear them, neither as to himſelf, 5 — is in ſe- 
curity, nor as to his friends; wherefore, my dear 
child, make yourſelf eaſy about the pretty little co- 
tonel, as you have him at your finger's end. I be- 
lieve that the Chevalier, after what M. de Mon- 
tegut has told him, will not dare to repeat that ri- 
diculous expreſſion which made us laugh, I know a 
Fool; in truth, he is neither a fool nor a child; 
and if his former behaviour, which we thought to 
modeſt, is now tinctured with ſome boldneſs, and 
he habituates himſelf to converſation, he has now 
no defect; in a word, God preſerve him, this is my 
uſual chant, It ſeems, according to a letter, which 
Rochon has written to me, that M. d*Arles has a 
good deal of bufineſs upon | his hands. His oppo- 
nents are his friends: our buſineſs has been retarded 
by * Talon, who has prevailed upon her _— 

K an 
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band in this reſpect at the inſtance of Madame de 
Buri, but if this delay continues much longer, M. 
d' Arles will complain to the King; Madame de 
Feluere is another adverſary; if through her great 
friendſhip for Madame de Buri, ſhe ſhould change 
her ſentiments in favour of her friend, this prelate 
will eaſily ſurmount all difficulties; honeſt Rochon 
intreats me to believe every thing will go right. 
I agree that M. Gui did not ſpeak amiſs to the 
Grand Council; but I nevertheleſs thought, with- 
out prejudice, that ſimple truth was much ſtronger 
in Rochon's diſcourſe ; and this is ſo certain, that 
if the Chevalier recollects, he can inform you that 
we were quite in deſpair not to have our cauſe tried 
upon the ſpot, whilſt it was warm; this was a 
ſign that we were perſuaded the judges were then 
well difpoſed towards us, and that we were afraid 
their good wiſhes might abate the next day ; but 
God was willing to favour us with this victory, I 
ſhall not forget it, and I wiſh M. d' Arles as com- 
plete a one. 5 : 


We continue leading the ſame life, and 
I accommodate myſelf better than ever I thought 
I ſhould, being three or four houſes all alone : I 
had habituated myſelf ſo much to your agreeable 
company, my moſt amiable child, and that of my. 
old friends, that I never thought I ſhould be capa- 
ble of writing proſe ; and I am bighly pleaſed at 
finding that I pen it pretty well. I have begun 
reading a book of piety, which is better than an 
thing I can produce; it was written by one M. 
Hamon of Port-Royal, who was a real faint, and 


+ John Hamon, a celebrated phyſician, and one of the beft 
writers of Port-Royal, who died February 22, 3687, See his 
who 
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who has drawn his production from the pureſt 
ſtreams: it is a Treatiſe upon perpetual Prayer, 
joined to ſome other tteatiſes; what J have read of 
it, appears to me admirable; the preface is very 
ſuitable, and the approbation of the three Doctors 
is an elogium; when this book comes into your 
hands, pay it due reſpect; M. de Grignan will be 
highly pleaſed with it. I conjure the Chevalier to 
tell me ſomething about Paulina; I hope he is 
pleaſed with her. How does M. de Carcaſſonne 
agree with his brother, of whom he wrote ſuch 
pleaſantries ? what reſolution has be taken with re- 
ard to his building? if he follows his own diſpo- 
ſition, I am perſuaded a third ftory will foon be 
erected. I cannot ſtill refrain from laughing at 
the equipage the Chevalier takes with him to ob- 
tain his father's old apartments. The parterre be- 
longing to your's, is now ſo handſome, ſo well 
planted, ſo faſhionable, and ſo full of flowers and 
orange-trees, and Coulanges makes this place ſo 
agreeable, that you will not know it again. Your 
poor brother is always melancholy and ſad at 
Rennes. M. and Madame de Chaulnes are at St 
Malo. I ſhould never end, my dear girl, if 1 
were to tell you, how much my attention is en- 
gaged upon you, and your letters, your friendſhip 
for me, and the defire I imagine you have of ſee- 
ing me with you, and the conſolation I have from 
this reflection, makes me draw near my latter end 
with ſome ſatisfaftion ; but after all, we muſt ſub- 
mit to the will of God, which we ſhould never 
forget. You gave me great pleaſure the other day 
in telling me, that you were not inclined to be 
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eulogium and epi taph in the Neucrology of Port- Royal de Champs, 
page 19, and continuation. Amſterdam edition, 1723. 
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jealous ; how jult is this confidence, and worthy 
of the perfect friendſhip I entertain for you. I 
conjure you not to forget paying all my compli- 
ments where due. Your ſiſter-in-law is fo far 
from being tired at the accounts of Avignon, that 
three days ago, ſhe made me read over again The 
Proceſſion and the Jews ; ſhe is very fond of theſe 
things, and I of every thing you relate. I ten- 
derly embrace you and my dear Paulina, My taſte 
exactly correſponds with your's, in reſpeQt to Eſt- 
her ; that was an agreeable day to me. 


AXEXEXEXEXSEXELXELXLELL 
LETTER Dccvl. 
To the A 

The Rocks, Wedneſday, Fuly 13, 1689. 


1 Have not received two packets 
together, as I expected. I am perſuaded one has 
miſcarried of the twenty-eighth or thirtieth of 
June. I ſhould be ſorry if it were loſt, and par- 
ticularly if in this packet I ſhould have loſt the an- 
ſwer which I expected from you concerning the 
memorial relative to M. de M. for it is impatiently 
expected at Rennes ; I will anſwer for it you will 
not contend for any of the fine lands ſpecified in 
this memorial : it appears tome that this gentleman 
is very rich, that he has very fine furniture, and 
that he is a very good worthy man; his ſon is 
handſome and well made, is he not ? he has no 
deficiency in this reſpect; if I ſhould be hard 
1 5 puſhed 
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puſhed as to his family, I ſhould, like M. de Ro- 
chefoucauld, be obliged to ſwallow ſcalding peas. If 
your anſwer be in the packet that is loſt, repeat to 
me, as near as you can, what I have to ſay, left 
your filence ſhould create ſuſpicion, like that of 
Mary- Jane of Flanders; I imagine you have not 
forgot the ſtory of du Bellat. - 


This rainy windy weather makes 
me ſomewhat melancholy ; it interrupts my agree- 
able walks; but I find that M. Nicole will not al- 
low us to complain of the weather. I could not 
live in peace, if I did not often conſider Providence; 
it is the conſolation of the melancholy ſtages of 
life, it ſhortens complaints, calms pains, fixes all 
cur thoughts ; that is to ſay, it ſhould do all this ; 
but much is wanting to our being wiſe enough to 
avail ourſelves ſo ſalutarily of this perſpective, we 
are hut too much agitated and too ſenſible. My 
opinion is, that thoſe who ſeldom view it, are 
much more unhappy than thoſe who endeavour to 
habituate themſelves to it. This kind Providence, 

then, is going to determine our bill of review, ac- 
cording to its pleaſure; its will in regard to the ar- 
ret, gave me ſufficient hopes as to the ſequel; the 
intereſt I take in it, is as great as my affect ion for 
you is ſtrong; it is the ſame pattern; here indeed 
my reſignation is not ſo complete as it ſhould be; as 
to every thing elſe it is pretty well: but, good 
heaven ! this part is too ſenſible ! when I conſider 
in the Jump the long abſence to which we ſeem 
condemned, I acknowledge I tremble; but in 
ſmall parcels, that is day by day, we muſt ſubmit 
to it for the good of our buſineſs; for my journey 
hither would avail me but little, if I did not paſs 
the winter here: I am thoroughly perſuaded that 
Vor. IX. | 2 Madame 
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Madame de Chaulnes will alſo remain here, and I 
will follow her deſtiny. As to you, my daughter, 
you imagine you can live fix months out of Grig- 
nan, and ſix months hidden at Grignan; can you 
call your preſent refidence, with all the ſplendour 
which is inſeparable from it, being hid? I would 
have your ſon pay you a viſit, and methinks I 
would have the Chevalier unite the two water ſea- 
ſons, by paſſing a winter in Provence, do you 
think I am wrong? would nota return in autumn 
ſpoil all he had been doing ? ſhould he not give up 
one year to the hope of a cure whilft he is there? 
In a word, my belle, I ſpeak in the clouds, ac- 
cording to my confined intellects; I cannot have a 
bad opinion of Balurac, after what I have heard 
the Capuchins ſay. It is true that the journey is 
long, that is a misfortune ; but how many patients 
much farther ? You frighten me with your 
eldeſt daughter's fore throat, it is a diforder I dread 
the moſt of any; you ſay the will not ſoon get over 
it, which makes me extremely penſive. You have 
been very much heated at Avignon, you had no 
ſleep ; this is an excellent life for cauſing an in- 
flammation in the throat. Take care of your 
balſam, it is an infallible remedy ; I have told you 
the effect it had upon Madame de Chaulnes, ſhe 
could not ſwallow any thing in the world; never 
be without this precious balſam, I conjure you. 
Paulina's diforder is very ſtrange, the poor child 
muſt look ſadly, you muſt endeavour to cure her. 
I find amazing er in your 3 you which 
are equally or contrary diſorders; if expe- 
e. — favour of theſe waters, I ſhould 
think them worthy of a place in Moliere's comedy 
of the Phyſicians. You give me a very agreeable 
idea of the manner in which you paſs your time, 
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what excellent company! you have even the plea- 
ſure of not being tempted to quit thoſe beautiful 
terraſſes, this is a happineſs for gouty folks; they 
cannot reproach themſelves with diverting you 
from your walks, they ſee it is not poſſible to be 
happier with them in every reſpect. How can 


your days ſeem more than inſtants, fince they even 


glide in our Thebaide * How goes Carcaſſonne's 
taciturnity ? what has he at length praduced ? 
what bas he pronounced ? if he has liſtened to 
the north-wind, he muſt have decided, it does 
not explain itſelf in ambiguous terms, and its 
voice ſhould go before all others. I am unac- 
quainted with that terraſs, to which you con- 
Hantly reſort, it muſt be very convenient, as it is 


ſheltered from the north-wind. All your proſ- 


Qs are admirable, I am acquainted with that of 
Nance Ventoux; I am very fond of theſe amphi- 
theatres, and am perſuaded, like yourſelf, that if 
heaven ſhould be curious to view our ſpeQacles, 
its inhabitants would chooſe no other ſpot to ſee 
them from conveniently, and at' the ſame time 


you would doubtleſs enjoy the moſt magnificent 


ſpeQacle in the world. 


5 My ſon is gone to St. Malo's, to 
pay M. and Madame de Chaulnes a very ſhort 
viſit ; he is with M. de Pommereuil, and will 
return to Rennes. We are in hopes that all this 
Nobility will ſoon be diſmiſſed ; in caſe of ne- 


ceſſity they can be called together in the twink- 


ling of an eye. My ſon deſired me the other 
day, to ſay a thauſand kind things to you from 
him, as I have done from you; his wite is very 
| ſorry that you ſhould leave your fine orange · trees 


2 | at 
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at Avignon to the mercy of the winds, and that 
you ſhould ſay you did not care about them; what 
an expreſſion] ſhe begs their life at your hands, 
and that you will take care of them, or elſe to 
ſend them to her, and ſhe will preſerve them from 
all dangerous blaſts. I told you that we were en- 
tirely ſurrounded with orange: flowers, little jeſſa- 
mins, and all kinds of other flowers. I aſk your 
pardon, my dear belle, for ſuch a long inſignificant 
ſcrawl, my leiſure is very dangerous for you. 
The Chevalier will laugh at me, and not without 


reaſon. 
SS 
LETTER poovn.” 
To the ſame. 


The Rocks, Sunday, July 17, 1689. 


| 1 Have at length received the an- 

ſwer concerning M—'s fortune; it is, indeed, a 
little too ſincere. If ſuch accounts were always 
iven in, when marriages were upon the carpet, 
many that do would never take place. Debts in 
abundance, lands ſubject to taxation, mortgaged 
plate; good heaven what a fortune ! But what is 
become of all thoſe fine goods, thoſe large coal- 
ſcuttles, thoſe plates, that fine buffet, and all that 
we ſaw at M? I imagine it was an illuſion, and 
1 find I was not miſtaken : the ſituation of M--'s 
affairs ſmell! ſtrong of the times, like thoſe of 


every one. 
| It 
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It gives me pleaſure to imagine the 
life you lead, my dear Counteſs; I make my very 
woods rejoice at it, What charming company, 

what a fine ſun! how eaſy it is to ſing with ſuch a 
happy ſet, „e north-wind blows, why then let it blow. 
You would bear more patiently the continuation 
of our rains; but they have ceaſed, and I have 
reſumed my ſolitary but agreeable walks. What 
do youſay, my child ? would you not let me have 
two or three hours to myſelf, after having been 
at maſs, to dinner, and till five o'clock working, 
or talking with my daughter-in-law ? ſhe would, 
I believe, be as much diſpleaſed at this as my- 
ſelf : ſhe is a very pretty woman, and we are 
very well together; but we have a great taſte 
for this liberty, and to meet afterwards. When 
I am with you, my daughter, I never leave you 
without chagrin, from my regard for you; with 
reſpect to every one elle, it is through regard for 
myſelf. Nothing can be more juſt, or mote na- 
tural, there are no other two perſons who can ſtand 
in the ſame predicament as we do; wherefore . 
leave us a little to our holy liberty, it agrees with 
me, and by the help of books the time paſſes, 
in this way, as quick as it dces at your brilliant 
caſtle, I pity thoſe who do not love to read, 
your ſon is hitherto amongſt this number; but I 
hope, like you, that when he diſcovers the fatal 
effects of ignorance, particularly to a ſoldier, 
who hath ſo much to read of others glorivus ac- 
tions, he will be inclined to have an acquaiat— 
ance with them, and will remove this imper— 
fection. I am allo of opinion, that by reading, 


we learn to write; I know ſome general ofjicers, 


whoſe ſtile does not riſe above the vulgar ; it 1s, 
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nevertheleſs, very pretty to be able to commu- 
nicate one's thoughts with elegance ; but it alfo 
happens ſometimes that theſe people write as 
they think, and as they ſpeak, and then a gene- 
ral harmony reigns throughout. I believe the 
Marquis will write well; I have long ſince wiſhed 
he would pay you a viſit in November, and as 
he will then be eighteen years old, you fhould 
think of marrying him off hand, and when he 
has provided himſelf an heir or two, let him re- 
turn; but do not amuſe yourſelf about Made- 


moiſelle d'Or---- ; her father is nothing but a 


trier, whoſe ſtile and want of reſolution put 


me in a paſſion. It ſhould ſeem to me that the 


air and manner of life at Grignan, would re- 
ſtore the Chevalier's health; he is furrounded 
with the beſt company he can wiſh for, with- 
out being interrupted by thoſe cruel viſits, thoſe 


ſwarms of caterpillars, which gave him the 


t; no cold, but a north-wind that may be cal- 
led his natal air not to terrify him; in a word, 
I do not comprehend the obſtinacy and gloomi- 
neſs of his vapours, in oppoſition to ſo many 
good things; nevertheleſs, it is but too true, 
that he is rormented with them. Iam charmed 


to think Paulina pleaſes him; I am perſuaded 


that ſhe would pleaſe me too; there is a kind 
of cordiality in her countenance and pretty eyes; 
ah, how ſweet they are! methinks I ſee them. 
And as to her humour, I will wager that ſhe is 
cbrrected of it, nothing more is neceſſary to ef- 
fect this, than your kindneſs towards ber, and her 
deſire of pleaſing you: but it is quite riſible to ſup- 
poſe that this child ſhould be perfect upon her leav- 


ing Aubenas; I tenderly embrace her. I weep to 


think that M. de Carcaſſonne ſhould fit again _ 
is 
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his arms acroſs. Ah! my dear handſome Lord, an- 
other little effort, do not croſs them ſo ſoon, per- 
fect your work, obſerve how ſtupendous is that of 
M. d' Arles, how high, great, and perfect; would 
you yield to him this honour, and Jeave this part 
of the caſtle of your illuſtrious forefathers quite 
imperfect, in ruins, expoſed to the north- wind, 
uninhabitable, and very inconvenient to your el- 
der brother, depriving him of affording a ſtranger 
a lodging, or even his ſervants? do I ſay right ? 
Ah ! my dear Lord ! take courage, do not leave 
this blemiſh upon your reputation, nor this ad- 
vantage to M. d'Arles, who, in the midſt of his 
ſmall debts, was nevertheleſs willing to crown the 
undertaking. If M. de la Garde would ſupport, 
and aſſiſt me to bring this matter to bear, me- 
thinks I ſhould not loſe any reputation upon the 
occaſion : but I do not know how I am with the 
Prelate, ſo J hold my tongue. You do me a real 
pleaſure in telling me I am ſometimes wiſhed for by 
the Grignans; that eldeſt, who writes ſo well, will 
be not ſay a word to his little ſiſter-in-law ? 


CONDE BEBE . ẽ,, 
LETTER PccyviiI. 
To the ſame, 


Rennes, Weaneſday, Fuly. 20, 168 9. 


H IS date ſurpriſes you, my 
dear child, as well as myſelf; for I did not expect 
to ſally forth ſo ſoon from the Rocks, where 1 

1 | M 4 | found 
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found myſelf very well; it is true that this excur- 
tion is only for a few days; but M. and Madame 


de Chaulnes have intreated me ſo earneſtly and fo 
cordially to come and ſee them here, whither they 
are come to be a ſpectator of my ſon at the head 


of the Nobility, and the Colonel's lady being al- 
ſo invited, as you may think, we came the next 
day, which was yeſterday, and found my ſon here, 
I am perfeAly well accommodated at the Mar- 
chioneſs de Marbeuf's ;- we expect thoſe two good 
Governors here to-night, and to-morrow I ſhall 
complete my letter, and will tell you ſome news 
from Breſt, I ſhall now ſpeak to you of the fine 
painting of Albane, which you give me of this 
little Rochebonne ; for it; is preciſely ſuch, me- 
thinks I ſee him, and I thank Madame de Roche- 
bonne for having obliged you to give me this por- 
trait; he is charming, and has delighted my im- 
agination, methinks he is a ſample of thoſe three 
boys at Paris ; in fine, theſe are very pretty pro- 
ductions, it would be very conſolatory to produce 
a dozen, when only one or two ſhould be accord- 


| ing to this model; were he a girl, /he would ſet the 


world on fire, as Treville ſays in ſpeaking of your 
charms : but this boy has really too much wit, all 
his little thoughts and reaſonings, his fineſſes, his 
natural juvenile rhetoric, are quite out of the com- 
mon road; I am not in the leaſt aſtoniſhed, that 
after having ſcolded him, you ſhould love him to 
a degree of being ready almoſt to devour him; for 
a little angel, like him, will excite ſuch emotions. 


But let us ſpeak of that ww:/dom * 


which appears to me a moulting rage and madneſs ; 


* By this Madame de Sevigns means M. de la Garde. 


it 


MARCHIONESS DE SE'VIGNE'.. 249 


it has its ſource in a filent phrenzy, like a dog, that 
ſometimes at the higheſt pitch of madneſs, ſeems 
very quiet: this is juſt the caſe with him; who 
would not think that every thing was ſerene with- 
in? who would not think that he delighted to fol- 
low his firſt thoughts, and that they were daily 
{trengthened by merit, and even by the ſequel of 
what might happen? what a perſpeCtive | what a 
conſolation to bequeathe thus his eſtate ! I 
modeſty's pardon, but there are two lines of Poly- 
_ eudtes * that I cannot ſuppreſs, 


Aux mains du plus vaillant & du plus honnete homme, 
D Vait adore la terre, & qu'ait vu naitre Rome 


% To the hands of the moſt valiant and moſt ho- 
neſt man that ever adored the earth, or ſaw Roine's 


walls firſt riſe.” 


What joy muſt it be to have ſuch heirs + | how 
Juſt, and in what a houſe does he caſt away the off- 
 ſprivg ! In a word, my daughter, I am Joſt, what 
then is wiſdom ? what is friendſhip? have we ever 
ſeen them under ſuch figures? it is ſaid he is fond 
of his caſtle, but I cannot believe it; neither do l 
believe that he loves the Chevalier ;. without it be, 
as you ſay, he loves the Chevalier like his caſtle, 
and that he loves neither, but what does he love? 
this is ſuch a monſtrous thought, that Lam a thou- 


ſand leagues from it; acquaint me with the ſequel, 


* Corneille's Poly. & ct IV. Scene IV, 

Madame de Sevigne here means the Chevalier de Grignan, 

and all rhe Grignans. The eſtate of la Garde devolved from 

Lewis Adhemar de Monteil, Baron of Grignan, See Father 
Anſelme, vol, vii, page 930, Edition of 1733, - 

M 5 will. 
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will it not vaniſh. like the marriage +? As to me, 
I do not believe there is any man bold enough to 
think of purchaſing this eſtate: but 1 ſhall never 
finiſh. . I ſhall only fay two words more to you 
about the diſpute arifen among you. It ſeems to 
me that you ate with a dozen — de Fieſ- 
que; you know they never confidered ſmall eſ- 
tates, where nothing grew but corn, and they 
thought they had done a charming thing, in ex- 
changing ir quickly for ſilver looking glaſſes, and 
ſuch like baubles. Such is your difpofition, Mel- 
fieurs de la Balu/trade, this compariſon will de- 
cide it, and I ſhall not exhauſt my ſimple right rea- 
fon, to perſuade you that gold is more valuable 
than quickſilver, and that Madame de Sarſon, who 
is a good farmer, is more ſolid than a butterfly ; I 
cannot have a better opportunity to diſcontinue 
writing, Iam going to viſit the good Chaulnes's. 


| M. de Pommereuil is juſt gone 

away, he has inftruted me fo well with regard to 
the affairs of Breſt, that though you may know 
xs much as myſelf, I cannot refrain repeating to 
you what he has told me. The Marſhal d Eſ- 
trees was gone on board his ſhip, all his orders 
given, and every thing embarked, when he re- 
ceived an order from the King ta return to Breſt, 
and to remain there, on account of the importance 
of the place, and the neceflity of his preſence. 
M. de eigneldi is embarked, he is entruſted with 
We have aljeady ſeen that the marriage of M. de Ja Garde 

( Anthony Eſcalig des Aimars) did not take place. Madame S&- 
vitznẽ hopes the ſale of the Marquiſate de la Garde will turn out 

the ſame, which was the caſe. This eftate at preſent belongs to 
Madame de Caſtelane, grand-daughter to Paulina de Grignan, 
Marchioneſs de Simiane, ſole legatee to M. de la Garde, (her 
uncle according to the cuſtom in Britanny) who died in 2713. 


the 
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the execution of this grand affair. Chateaurenaud ® 
is with him; they expect the Chevalier de Tour- 
ville 1, who is to join them, and whoſe fleet wilt 
compoſe the ſixty ſhips which conftitute our 

zower ; but there are upwards of ſixty ſhips, 
Dutch and Engliſh, in an iſland named Uſhant, 
eight leagues from Bellc.fle, which will prevent 
this junction; you judge very right, my daughter, 
of the importance of this affair. M. de Seigne= 
lai appears to me like Bacchus, young and happy, 
who is going to conquer the Indies. It is ſaid the 
Pope is very much out of order. M. de Lavar- 
din is arrived at Paris, he is afraid to return; and 
as to me, I have my fears too, but they are of an- 


other kind 4. We ſhould be prepared for all events 3. | 


* 


God gives and takes away at pleaſure. 


Thoſe. good Governors received me 
with open arms; we ſupped agg M. de 
Pommereuil's with ſome women, Revel, and 
others; we are to dine there again to-day, ac- 
cording to the regulation of the King's Commiſ- 
fary ; Madame de Chaulnes calls this an arret of 
council from above. She has ſpoke to me about 
you, and ſays you are not willing that I ſhould be 
at the Rocks; you may nevertheleſs believe that, 
except in winters nothing is fo agreeable or good for 
my health; I am here quite unhinged with noiſe. 
and company. I was very willing to viſit the 
Chaulnes's for a few days ; and I ſhall always re- 


* Francis-Lewis Rouſſelet, Count of Chateaurenaud, fince 
Vice-Admiral and Marſhal of France.. * | 

+ Ann-Hilarion du Cotentin, Chevalier, and aftexwards Count 
Be Tourville, Vice- Admiral and Marſhal of France, 

J We know the reaſon why Mademe de Sevigne was appre- 
henſive of the reſtitution of the county of Venaſſin. 
| peat 
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peat it with pleaſure, but nothing can ſupport me 
except the hope of returning to my tranquil ſcenes, 
This noiſe can never pleaſe me, but appears to me 
like that of the hotel de Carnavalet, or that of 
the caſtle of Grignan, if I am ever happy enough 
to hear it; for I will acknowledge this laſt I paſ- 
fionately wiſh for. This Ducheſs ſays a thouſand 
kind things to you. M. de Chaulnes has ſaid a 
number of pleaſant things to me, and ſuch as they 
are, good or bad, I conjure you to anſwer them: 
you love me too much not to aſſiſt me in paying 
thoſe who have ſo much friendſhip for me, - M, 
de Chaulnes has really much at heart what he men- 
tions to you, a journey to Rome, to Grignan, to 
the King of Spain—I was ſo warm I did not hear 
half what he ſaid. He will not diſmiſs the No- 
bility ſo ſoon as was expected, he has received 
orders to let them remain ſtill on foot, without 
their being of any utility; I ſaw them yeſterday 
formed into ſquadrons, they make a very good ap- 
pearance. My ſon is much harraſſed with them, 
he has not time to write to you, he returns you a 
thouſand friendly acknowledgments for your re- 
membrance of him. I. do not loſe fight: of my 
dear Counteſs, her caſtle, or its inhabitants; 
pay them all my compliments, according to the 
friendſhip they entertain for me; you know how 
to vary the phraſeology ;. but I conjure you to em- 
brace my dear Paulina, I frequently allure her 
with theſe kind of graces; love her upon my re- 
commendation. , I am entirely your's,, my dear 
child, this is a compliment without exaggeration, 
and ſuch would be all I could ſay upon my affection 
towards you: the inſtruction you give me upon 
this head, makes me too ſenſible to think that 
certain people love others, when I diſcover con- 
ſequences that nearly reſemble hatred. 
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I have ſpoken in confidence to Ma- 
dame de Marbeuf relative to this memorial, and 
ſhe, with reaſon, thinks the meaſure a good one. 


CDDDDD Dead Da eaDeay 
LETTER DCC. 
To the ſame. 


Rennes, Sunday, Jug 24, 1639, 


| Ir was ſaid here that the Pope 
was dead, and that M. de Lavardin was only 
changing linen for his return: but the Abbé Bi- 

orre will not allow this report to gain ground; 
be poſitively ſays he is not dead. This moſt lucky 
county is the gift and bounty of Providence to you, 
and which excites my gratitude. You make a 
very good uſe of it, but you are at length turned 
ceconomiſt, and this will make you a gainer. As 
to my affairs of Nantes, I give proper orders, and 
they take their own- way ; I ſhall ſet the Abbe 


Charier to work at a proper time; the chief thing 


is, I ſpend but very little, and I fend ſmall bjlls 

of exchange to Paris, which are immediately de- 
voured. If I remain a little time in this country 
J ſhall be able to breathe, which is more than I 


did before. I ſhould be very ſorry, my dear child, 
of being capable of deſiring theſe things, only to. 


ſave money; I ſhould think avarice was my pre- 
dominant diſpoſition ; but I am very ſafe againſt 
this vile paſſion ; I have more reaſon to think that 
I am a complete votary to the love of juſtice ; 
ſo I purſue my track, without fear or ſhame, in 


purſuit of that holy ceconomy, which meets with. 


your 
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your approbation ; .it has not left me any room to 
doubt of it's being my actuating principle—1 
_ been but too ſhort a time in this parſimonious 
cume. | 


F cannot tell you with what joy 
and friendſhip theſe good Governors received me, 
and how they acknowledged the favour of my 
coming from the Rocks to viſit them. M. de 
Chaulnes has reviewed the Nobility, this is a fine 
regiment, and tolerably well diſciplined. My ſon 
received the compliments upon this occaſion in a 
manner that gave me pleaſure z whilſt I could not 
help reflecting that I had not educated him, and 
launched him into life and fortune for that ſtation ; 
but then Providence immediately occurred to me, 
for without this, we ſhould never end our retro- 
ſpective views; it would be an endleſs fkain 3 
here it is we meet with fortitude, God preſerve 
me from any thing that wir overthrow io ſalutary 
bY moans ral Apropos, 1 had the other day a. 
ilit from three pretty women, theſe are Deſcartes's 
grand nieces : their aunt had not ſaid a word to 

m concerning your letter, this may convince 
you of her diſcretion, They related to me a 
thouſand things they had heard about their uncle, 
which will divert you; but I keep this for the 
Rocks, There is here one M. de Ganges, who 
adores M. de Grignan, ſo that he muſt be my 
friend; his regiment is in this country ; I really 
with you would tell me what ſort of a being is 
a man of Languedoc here, who knows all the 
Grignans, and who is the Count's particular 


The ſon of the Seneſchal of Ren- 


nes, Who was ſo wild, and has had ſo many ad- 
| ven- 
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ventures, danced the other day; he is a perfect 
model for a ſculptor, twenty years of age, and 
has taken a wife in a hurry, who is the daughter 
of the Prefident a Mortier of this country, be- 
cauſe the firſt thing ſhe did after ſeeing him 
was being pregnant; fo ſhe was married, and 
brought to bed ſix weeks after. She is here, and 


fancies that provided her huſband is ſeen, ſhe 


cannot be blamed; it is true that whilſt he is 
dancing, no one can help being of his wife's 
opinion. Image to yourſelf a man completely 
well made, with a romantic countenance, dancing 
with a moſt noble air, like Pecour, Favier, or 
St. Andre *, all theſe maſters having told him, 
« Sir, we can teach you nothing, you know 
more than we do.” He danced thoſe fine dances, 
which the Spaniards are fo fond of; but particu- 
larly the paſſepieds with his wife in ſuch per- 
fection and regularity, as no words can defcribe : 
no formal ſteps, nothing but juſt cadences, with 


fancied attitudes, ſome maſterſy flouriſhes, and 


then the fimple minuet ſtep, at one time repoling, 


and then with his feet in the air: I aſſure you 


daughter, that you, who are a connoiffeuſe, would 
have been highly diverted with the harmony of 
this kind of ball. Madame de Chaulnes, who 
was a fine dancer in her time, was quite beyond 
herſelf, and faid ſhe had never ſeen any thing like 


it. A man of great wit fat next to me, and we 
both ſaid all we could to juſtify the girl, in ap- 


plauding her hufband's perfection in dancing. 


| Have you, my dear child, perſectly | 
underſtood the cauſe of the Marſhal d'Eftrees's. 


OY Three of the moſt celebrated opera dancers of that time, 


di ſguſts. 


, ie nee ls 4 — a OT ee ned 


- —— — — - 
ones —ͤ — —— — r ̃— Q 'F . ⁵— ! e 
* 


256 LETTERS OF THE | 

diſguſt, who had reached Conquet *? M. de 
Seignelai has ſupplanted him, and the Marſhal has 
returned to Breſt, There are ſixty- eight of the ene- 
my's ſhips at the Iſle of Uſhant. We expect the 
Chevalier de Tourville, who is to join M. de Seig- 
nelai, and then our fleet will conſiſt of ſixty- eight 
ſhips. It is thought that the wind which brings in 
the ſhips from the laſt, will be againft thoſe that are 
in this iſland ; ſo that we always wiſh our maſter 
ſucceſs, Monſieur and Madame de Chaulnes deſite to 
be remembered to you in the molt friendly manner. 


I ſometimes fancy myſelf with you. at Avignon; 


two great tables twice a day, and baſſet, that can- 


not be diſpenſed with. The country is ſomewhat 


different; Madame de Chaulnes has been at Avig- 


non, and ſhe was as fond of it as you are; ſhe 


would not leaye it, ſhe was received there as an 
Ambaſladreſs, * ſhe enters into all the charms of 
this reſidence, God preſerve it for you. 


We ſhall all leave one another in 


three or four days, which ſhould pleaſe you: this 


life is too troubleſome, they make too much fuſs 


about me, there is no being alone, this is killing: 
all who go to Madame de Chaulnes's come here; 
there is no having a moment to. myſelf, this pro- 


vokes me: do not deſire them to make me leave 


my ſolitude, I ſhould ve extremely ill to continue 
this life for any time. The Rocks are peaceable, 
and very fit to preferve your dear mother, in order 
to ſee you again; here we are overwhelmed, 
The regiment of Nobility is ſtill aſſe mbled; ſo that 


* A ſmall maritime tœwn in Britanny, five leagues from Breſt, 


with a good port and a good road. 
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my ſon cannot return with us. I could not help 
thinking with Baptiſte, in an air he made for the 
opera, and which was ſung at maſs, when I faw 
him look ſo handſome at the head of the ſqua- 
drons, Lord, I aſk your pardon, he was not 
* made for you Gentlemen of the rear- guard, 


« I did not make him for you.” You have ſaid 


nothing to me about the Chevalier's health, it 
was he who told me this little ſtory of Baptiſte. 
Adieu, my daughter, you know how much I 


love you; Good heaven, what a ſimple common 


expreſhon to explain ſomething ſo rare and 
uncommon. f 8 


sss 
L E T T ER DCCX. 
To the ſame. 


Rennes, Monday, July 25, 1689. 


| | Shall ſet out to-morrow at day- 
break with M. and Madame de Chaulnes, to 
make a tour for a fortnight ; this is the manner in 
which it took place. M. * Chaulnes ſaid to me 


the other day, Madame, 2 ſhould come with 


us to Vannes, and ſee the firſt Preſident; he has 


paid you civilities ever ſince you have been in 
the Province; it is a kind of duty we owe to a 
woman of quality.” I told him I did not un- 
derſtand him, adding, „Sir, I have the moſt 
earneſt deſire of going to the Rocks, to be in 


a ſtate of repoſe, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
| | after 
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after leaving this place, and which you alone 
could have induced me to quit.” Here things 
reſted. The next day Madame de Chaulnes ſaid to 
me in a low voice at table; My dear Governante, 
you ſhould come with us, there is but one 
ſtage between here and Vannes, we fometimes 
ſtand in need of the Parlament. We ſhall after- 
'wards go to Auray, which is only three leagues 
diſtant; we ſhall not be troubled with company, 
and we ſhall return in a fortnight :” I anſwered 
fomewhat too artleſsly, Madam, you have no 
occaſion for me, it is only your goodneſs; I know 
of nothing that obliges me to keep in with theſe 
gentlemen ; I will retire to my ſolitude, which I 
really ſtand in need of,” Madame de Chaulnes 
retired  fomewhat coolly ; it immediately ftruck 
me, why ſhould [ refuſe le to whom I am 
indebted, for every kind of 15 endſhip and com- 
plaiſance? I make uſe of their coach and ſervants 
| when it is convenient for me; and I refuſe to go 
with them a little journey, in which perhaps they 
would be glad of my company : it is their choice, 
they aſk me with great complaiſance, timidity, and 
decency; and I, though in perfe& health, and 
without any ſubſtantial reaſon, refuſe them, at the 
very time we are deſirous of having the deputation 
for my ſon, and which M. de Chaulnes will proba- 
bly have the diſpoſal this ue z all this had a quick 
revolution in my head, I found I did not do _ | 
After I had thus reproached myſelf, I faid to her, | 
« Madam, my firſt thoughts only regarded my-= | ' 
ſelf, I had but very little inclination to go and ' 
M. de la Faluere®; but is it poſſible that you 
could wiſh it for yourſelf, and it could give you 


Fut Prefdent of the Parliament of Brit. 1 
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the leaſt pleaſure? She bluſhed, and ſaid to me 
with an air of truth, You may judge.“ This 
Madam, I faid, is enough, there needs no more, 
I aſſure you, I will go with you.” She let me ſee 
ſhe was highly pleaſed, embraced me, aud left the 
fable, ſaying to M. de Chaulnes, ſhe will go with 
us. She refuſed me, ſaid M. de Chaulnes, but I 
was in hopes ſhe would not refuſe you. In a 
word, my daughter, I go, and I am perſuaded 
that I do right, agreeable to the gratitude I owe 
them for their continual friendſhip, and accordin 
to ſound policy ; you yourſelf would have iel | 
me to it. | 4 
Monſieur DE SE'VIGNE', 


VNMNDTDTothing is ſo true, my dear little 
ſiſter. Madame de Chaulnes was ſhocked at my 
mother's refuſal; ſhe was ſilent, coloured, and 
leaned upon her hand; and when my mother had 
made her reffexions, and ſaid ſhe was ready to go, 
if it were agreeable to her, ſhe expreſſed ſuch real 
native joy, as would have affected you. I did 
not know what had paſſed, but I was ac- 
quainted with it a ſhort time after; and abſtract- 
ed from their patronage in my favour this year, if 
it be in their power to ſhew it, it was impoſſible 
to lay aſide this complaiſance, without being' at the 
ſame time wanting in all the duties of friendſhip 
and decency; ſo that I beg you will heartily thank 
them, as I have done. adame de Chaulnes is 
© of her health, that we may be perfectly 
Caly, _— | 

I Madame DE SRVI ONE. 


I have juſt received your's of the 


16th; it is too agreeable, clever, and complaiſant. 
I laughed 


— 
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Tlaughed, 211 alone, at your maſons and workmen's 
'_ embarraſſment, I am very fond of the liberty, 
and even licegtiouſneſs of your life and repaſts, 
and am pleaſed, that the ſtroke of a mallet ſhould 
not be your maſter. Good heaven, how happy 
ſhould I be for a while to lead ſuch a life in ſuch: 
company | nothing can, however, deprive me of 
the hopes of being with you one of theſe days. 
As this meaſure depends upon God, I implore him 
to let it take place, and hope he will hear my 
prayefs. I never ſhould have thought_that butter 
would have been an article in your expences, 1 
thought this would only have been the caſe in 
Biritanny. But I ſhall never forget the reaſon 
why you ſhould eat as much as they pleaſe, be- 
cCauſe you are not hungry. I ball eat as much as 
they pleaſe, fir I have no more appetite; I am 
obliged to you for this phraſe, I can aſſure you 
that I am quite tired of great entertainments; 1 
would eat as much as they pleaſe, if there were 
nothing to eat. This is the phraſe I return you. 
Alas! Lam very diſtant from the melancholy and 
ſolitude of :72oi/ight; I only wiſh for it again; I 
do nothing but upon motives of reaſon and po- 
licy. This is an invention for paſſing my time 
with that kind of languor, as will prolong my 
days more than uſual; it is God's will. I Will 
preſerve my health as much as I can; I am 
charmed with the perfect ſtate of your's, and of 
the improvement in the Chevalier's. My dear 
child, I embrace you, and bid you adieu. We 
were not yet at a ſufiicientdiſtance, See Aurai 
upon the map. 7 ji | n Hp NN od 
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